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THE 

BRITISH  EDITOR 

TO  THE 


READER. 


WHEN  I  confider  our  fellow-fubjedls 
in  America  as  rational  creatures^  I 
cannot  but  wonder,  that  during  the  prefent 
wide  difference  of  fentiments  in  the  two  coun¬ 
tries,  concerning  the  power  of  parliament  in 
laying  taxes  and  duties  on  America-^  no  appli¬ 
cation  has  been  made  to  their  underjlandings^ 
no  able  and  learned  pen  among  us  has  been 
employed  in  convincing  them  that  they  are  In 
the  wrong;  proving  clearly,  that  by  the  eflab- 
lifhed  law  of  nations,  or  by  the  terms  of  their 
original  conftitution,  they  are  taxable  by  our 
parliament,  though  they  have  no  reprefentU’- 
tive  in  it. 

On  the  contrary,  whenever  there  Is  any 
news  of  difeontent  in  America.^  the  cry  is, 

Send 


“  Send  over  an  army  or  a  fleet,  and  reduce  the 
“  dogs  to  reajon'' 

\ 

It  is  laid  of  choleric  people,  that  with  them 
there  is  but  a  nvord.,  and  a  blow. 

I  hope  Britain  is  not  fo  choleric,  and  will 
never  be  fo  angry  with  her  colonies  as  to Jlrike 
them :  But  that  if  Ihe  fhould  ever  think  it  may 
be  necelTary,  fhe  will  at  leaft  let  the  word.^o 
before  the  blow^  and  reafon  with  them. 

To  do  this  clearly,  and  with  the  moft  pro¬ 
bability  of  fuccefs,  by  removing  their  preju¬ 
dices^  and  redifying  their  mifapprehenftons  (if. 
they  are  fuch)  it  will  be  necelTary  to  learn 
what  thofe  prejudices  and  mifapprehenfions 
are ;  and  before  we  can  either  refute  or  admit 
their  reafons  or  arguments,  we  Ihould  certainly.. 
know  them. 

It  is  to  that  end  I  have  handed  the  following 
letters  (lately  publilhed  in  America )  to  the  prefs 
here.  They  were  occafioned  by  the  a£l  made 
(flnce  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp-ad;)  for  railing  • 
a  revenue  in  America  by  duties  on  glafs,  pa¬ 
per,  civ. 


The 


[  Hi  ] 

The  Author  is  a  gentleman  of  repute  in 
that  country  for  his  knowledge  of  its  affairs, 
and,  it  is  faid,  fpeaks  the  general  fenthneiits  of 
the  inhabitants.  How  far  thofe  fentiments  are 
right  or  wrong,  I  do  not  pretend  at  prefent 
to  judge.  I  wifh  to  fee  firft,  what  can  be  faid 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  quellion.  1  hope  this 
publication  will  produce  ^  full  aiipiver.,  if  we 
can  make  one.  If  it  does,  this  publication 
will  have  had  its  ufe.  No  offence  to  govern¬ 
ment  is  intended  by  it;  and  it  is  hoped  none 
will  be  taken.  A^.  N. 


London-,  May  8, 
1768. 
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FARMER  m  Pennsylvania, 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  the 


BRITISH  COLONIES 


LETTER  L 


Beloved  Countrymen^ 

IA  M  a  farmer,  fettled,  after  a  variety  of  for¬ 
tunes,  near  the  banks  of  the  river  Delazvare^  in 
the  province  of  Pennfylvania.  I  received  a  li¬ 
beral  education,  and  have  been  engaged  in  the  bufy 
fcenes  of  life^  but  am  now  convinced,  that  a  man 
may  be  as  happy  without  bultle,  as  with  it.  My 
farm  is  fmall;  my  fervants  are  few,  and  good  ;  I 
have  a  little  money  at  intereft;  I  wifla  for  no  more  ; 


I  my  employment  in  my  own  affairs  is  eafy  ■,  and 
‘  Vv^ith  a  contented  grateful  mind,  undiftutbed  by 
■  worldly  hopes  or  fears,  relating  to  myfelf,  I  am 
compleating  the  number  of  days  allotted  to  me  by 
divine  goodneis. 

« 

Being  mafter  of  my  time,  I  fpend  a  good  deal  of 
it  in  a  library,  which  I  think  the  mod  valuable  part 
of  my  fmall  eflate ;  and  being  acquainted  with  two 
or  three  gentlemen  of  abilities  and  learning,  who 
honour  me  with  their  ficndfliip,  1  have  acquired, 
I  believe,  a  greater  knowledge  in  hiflory,  and  the 


B 
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laws  and  conftitution  of  my  country,  than  is  ge* 
nerally  attained  by  men  of  my  clafs,  many  of  th^m 
not  being  fo  fortunate  as  I  have  been  in  the  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  getting  information. 

From  my  infancy  I  was  taught  to  love  humanity 
and  liberty.  Enquiry  and  experience  have  fince 
confirmed  my  reverence  for  the  leflfons  then  given 
me,  by  convincing  me  more  fully  of  their  truth 
and  excellence.  Benevolence  towards  mankind^ 
excites  wiflies  for  their  welfare,  and  fuch  wifhes  en¬ 
dear  the  means  of  fulfilling  them.  "Thefe  can  be 
found  in  liberty  only:  therefore  her  facred  caufc 
ought  to  be  efpoufed,  by  every  man,  on  every  oc- 
cafion,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power.  As  a  charita¬ 
ble,  but  poor  perfon  does  not  withhold  his  mite^ 
becaufe  he  cannot  relieve  all  the  diftreffes  of  the  mi- 
ferable,  fo  let  not  any  honeft  man  fupprefs  his  fen- 
timents  concerning  freedom,  however  fmall  their 
influence  is  likely  to  be.  Perhaps  he  may  touch 
fome  Wheel,^”  that  will  have  an  effedl  greater 
than  he  expeds. 

Thefe  being  my  fentiments,  I  am  encouraged  to 
offer  to  you,  my  countrymen,  my  thoughts  on 
fome  late  tranfaitions,  that  appear  to  me  to  be  of 
the  utmofl  importance  to  you.  Confeious  of  my 
own  defeats,  1  have  waited  fome  time,  in  expecta¬ 
tion  of  feeing  the  fubjeCl  treated  by  perfons  much 
better  qualified  for  the  tafk;  but  being  therein  dif- 
appointed,  and  apprehenfive  that  longer  delays  will 
be  injurious,  I  venture  at  length  to  requell  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  public,  praying  only  for  one  thing, 
that  is,  that  thefe  lines  may  be  read  with  the  fame 
zeal  for  the  happinefs  of  BritiJIo  America^  with  which 
they  were  wrote. 
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With  a  good  deal  of  furprize  I  have  obferved, 
-  that  little  notice  has  been  taken  of  an  adl  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  as  injurious  in  its  principle  to  the  liberties 
of  thefe  colonies,  as  the _ftamp  apt  was :  I  mean  the 
aft  for  fufpending  the  legiflation  of  New-Tork. 

The  aflembly  of  that  government  complied  with 
a  former  ad  of  parliament,  requiring  certain  provi- 
fions  to  be  made  for  the  troops  in  America^  in  every 
particular,  I  think,  except  the  articles  of  fait,  pep¬ 
per  and  vinegar.  In  my  opinion  they  aded  impru¬ 
dently,  confidering  all  circumftances,  in  not  com- 
plying  fo  far  as  would  have  given  fatisfadion,  as 
ftveral  colonies  did  ;  but  mydiflikeof  their  condud 
in  that  inftance,  has  not  blinded  me  io  much,  that 
I  cannot  plainly  perceive,  that  they  have  been  pu- 
niflied  in  a  manner  pernicious  to  Amirican 
and  juftly  alarming  to  all  the  colonics. 

If  the  Britijh  parliament  has  a  legal  authority  to 
order,  that  we  fhall  furnifh  a  fingle  article  for  the 
troops  here,  and  to  compel  obedience  to  that  order, 
they  have  the  fame  right  to  order  us  to  fupply  thole 
troops,  with  arms,  cloaths,  and  every  neceffary  ; 
and  to  compel  obedience  to  that  order  allb  ;  in  fhorr’ 
to  lay  any  burdens  they  pleafe  upon  us.  What  is 
this  but  taxing  us  at  a  certain  fum,  and  leavin<T  to  us 
only  the  manner  of  raifing  it  ?  How  is  this  mode 
more  tolerable  than  the  ftamp  apt  ?  Would  that  act 
have  appeared  more  pleafing  to  Americans,  if  being 
ordered  thereby  to  raife  the  fum  total  of  the  taxes 
the  mighty  privilege  had  been  left  to  them,  of  fly¬ 
ing  how  much  fhould  be  paid  for  an  inllrument  of 

writing  on  paper,  and  how  much  for  another  on 
parchment  i  \ 

An  ad  of  parliament,  commanding  us  to  do  a 
certain  thing,  if  it  has  any  validity,  is  a  tax  upon  us 

'  2  for 
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for  the  cxpence  that  accrues  in  complying  with  It  i, 
and  for  this  reafon,  I  believe,  every  colony  on  the 
continent,  that  chole  to  give  a  mark  of  their  reipedt 
for  Gveat-Britain,  in  complying  with  the  aft  relat¬ 
in'^  to  the  troops,  cau.ioufly  avoided  the  mention 
of^ that  aft,  left  their  conduft  fhould  be  attributed 
to  its  fuppofed  obligation. 

The  matter  being  thus  ftated,  the  aflem'oly  of 
New-Tork  either  had,  or  had  not,  a  right  to  refufe 
fubmiflion  to  that  aft.  If  they  had,  and  I  imagine 
no  /IfncTicdn  will  fay  they  had  not,  then  the  parlia¬ 
ment  had  no  right  to  compel  them  to  execute  it. 
If  they  had  not  this  right,  they  had  no  right  to 
punifh'them  for  not  executing  it  ;  and  therefore  no 
right  to  fufpend  their  legiftation,  which  is  a  punilh- 
menr.  In  laft,  if  the  people  of  New-’Tork  cannot 
be  legally  taxed  but  by  their  own  reprelentatives, 
they  cannot  be  legally  deprived  of  the  privilege  of 
making  laws,  only  for  inlifting  on  that  exclulive  pri¬ 
vilege  of  taxation.  If  they  may  be  legally  deprived 
in  fuch  a  cafe,  of  the  privilege  of  making  laws,  why 
may  they  not,  with  equal  reafon,  be  deprived  of 
every  other  privilege  ?  Or  why  may  not  every 
lony  be  treat'd  in  the  fame  manner,  when  any  of 
them  fhall  dare  to  deny  their  afient  to  any  impofi- 
tions,  that  flaall  be  direfted  ?  Or  what  fignilies  the 
repeal  of  the  fiamp  aSi,  if  thefe  colonies  are  to  lofe 
their  other  privileges,  by  not  tamely  iurrendering 
that  of  taxation  ? 

There  is  oie  confideration  arifing  from  this  fuf- 
penfion,  which  is  not  generally  attended  to,  but 
Jhews  its  importance  very  clearly.  It  was  not  ne- 
a/fary  that  this  fufpenfion  fhould  be  caufed  by  an 
aft  of  parliament.  The  crown  might  have  re- 
ftrained  the  governor  of  New-Tcrk,  even  from  cal¬ 
ling  the  alTemb’y  together,  by  its  prerogative 
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the  royal  governments.  This  ftep,  I  Rippofe, 
would  have  been  taken,  if  the  condud:  of  the  af- 
fembly  oiNew-Tork  had  been  regarded  as  an  ad  of 
difobedience  to  the  crozvn  alone ;  but  it  is  regarded 
as  an  ad  of  ‘‘difobedience  to  the  authority  of  the 
British  Legislature.”  This  gives  the  fu'fpen- 
fion  a  confequence  vaftly  more  affeding.  It  is  a 
parliamentary  aflertion  of  the  fupreme  authoriiy  of 
the  BritiJJj  legiflature  over  thefe  colonies  in  the 
point  of  taxation^  and  is  intended  to  compel  AW- 
Tork  into  a  fubmiffion  to  that  authority.  It  feems 
therefore  to  me  as  much  a  violation  of  the  I’ber- 
ties  of  the  people  of  that  province,  and  confequent- 
ly  of  all  thefe  colonies,  as  if  the  parliament  had 
lent  a  number  of  regiments  to  be  quartered  upon 
them  till  they  fliould  comply.  For  it  is  evident, 
that  the  fufpenfion  is  meant  as  a  compulfion  ;  and 
the  method  of  compelling  is  totally  indifterenr.  It 
is  indeed  probable,  that  the  fight  of  red  coats,  and 
the  hearing  of  drums,  would  be  mod:  alarming; 
becaufe  people  are  generally  more  influenced  by 
their  eyes  and  ears,  than  by  their  reafon.  But 
whoever  ferioufly  confiders  the  matter,  muft  per¬ 
ceive  that  a  dreadful  ftroke  is  aimed  at  the  liberty 
of  thefe  colonies.  I  fay,  of  thefe  colonies  ;  for 
the  caufe  of  07ie  is  the  caufe  o\'  all.  If  the  parlia¬ 
ment  may  lawfully  deprive  New-7'ork  of  any  of 
her  rights,  it  may  deprive  any,  or  all  the  other 
colonies  of  rights;  and  nothing  can  pofTibly 
fo  much  encourage  fuch  attempts,  as  a  mutual  in¬ 
attention  to  the  inrertlls  of  each  other.  To  divide.^ 
and  thus  to  dejiroy.,  is  the  firft  political  maxim  in 
attacking  thofe,  who  are  powerful  hy"  their  union. 
He  certainly  is  not  a  wife  man,  who  folds  his 
arms,  and  repofes  himielf  at  home,  viewing,  witii 
unconcern,  the  flames  that  have  invaded  his  neigli- 
bour’s  hoLiic,  without  ufing  any  endeavours  to  ex- 
tinguifii  them.  V/hen  Mr.  flii[)  money 
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caufe,  for  three JhilUngs  jour-pnce^  was  tried,  all 

the  people  of  England^  with  anxious  expeftation,  in- 
terefted  thenifelves  in  the  important  decifion  ;  and 
when  the  flighteft  point,  touching  the  freedom  of 
one  colony,  is  agitated,  I  earneftly  wifli,  that  all 
the  refi  may,  with  equal  ardour,  fupport  their 
filler.  Very  much  may  be  faid  on  this  fubje6l  5 
but,  I  hope,  more  at  prefent  is  unneceflary. 

With  concern  I  have  obferved,  that  two  aflem- 
blies  of  this  province  have  fat  and  adjourned, 
without  taking  any  notice  of  this  a6l.  It  may 
perhaps  be  afked,  what  would  have  been  proper 
for  them  to  do  ?  I  am  by  no  means  fond  of  in¬ 
flammatory  meafures  ;  I  deteft  them.  1  Ihould  be 
forry  that  any  thing  fliould  be  done,  which  might 
juftly  difpleafe  our  fovereign,  or  our  mother  coun¬ 
try  :  but  a  firm,  modeft  exertion  of  a  free  fpirir, 
fhould  never  be  wanting  on  public  occafions.  It 
appears  to  me,  that  it  would  have  been  fufficient 
for  the  aflembly,  to  have  ordered  our  agents  to  re- 
prefent  to  the  king’s  minifters,  their  fenfe  of  the 
fufpending  adt,  and  to  pray  for  its  repeal.  Thus 
we  fhould  have  borne  our  teftimony  againft  it*,  and 
might  therefore  reafonably  expcdt  that,  on  alikeoc- 
cafion,  we  might  receive  the  fame  affiftance  from  the 
other  colonies. 

^  Nov.  c.  A  F  A  R  M  E  R. 


Concordia  res  parv^e  crefcimt. 

Small  things  grow  great  by  concord. 


I'L’  day  of  Kino  William  the  Third's  landing. 


^ . 
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LETTER  II. 


Beloved  Countrymen., 

There  is  another  late  aft  of  parliament, 
which  appears  to  me  to  be  unconftitutional, 
and  as  cieftruftive  to  the  liberty  of  thefe  colo¬ 
nies,  as  that  mentioned  in^  my  laft  letter ;  that 
^  the  adl  for  granting  the  duties  on  paper,  glafs. 


The  parliament  unqueftlonably  polTefles  a  legal 
authority  to  regulate  the  trade  of  Great-Britain, 
and  all  her  colonies.  Such  an  authority  is  effential 
to  the  relation  between  a  mother  country  and  her 
colonies ;  and  neceflary  for  the  common  good  of 

who  confiders  thefe  provinces  as  ftates 
diltinct  from  the  Briti/h  empire,  has  very  flender 
notions  of  jufiice,  or  of  their  interejls.  We  are  but 
parts  of  a  whole ;  and  therefore  there  muft  exift  a 
power  fomewhere,  to  prefide,  and  preferve  the 
conneflion  in  due  order.  This  power  is  lodged  in 
^e  parliament  j  and  we  are  as  much  dependant  on 

Great.  Britain,  as  a  perfectly  free  people  can  be  on 
another. 

I  have  looked  over  every  ftatute  relating  to  thefe 
colonies,  from  their  firfl:  fettlement  to  this  time ; 

^  4  and 
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and  I  find  every  one  of  them  founded  on  this  prln^ 
ciple,  till  the y?<^m/>'<^/^admini{lration  yf//  hefore^ 
are  calculated  to  regulate  trade,  and  preferve  or 
promote  a  mutually  beneficial  intercourfe  between 
the  feveral  conftituent  parts  of  the  empire ;  and 
though  many  of  them  impofed  duties  on  trade,  yet 
thofe  duties  were  always  impofed  with  defign  to  re- 
ftrain  the  commerce  of  one  part,  that  was  injurious 

to 


^  For  the  fatisradlon  of  the  reader,  recitals  from  the  former 
a'3:s  of  parliament  relating  to  thefe  colonies  are  added.  By 
comparing  thefe  with  the  modern  a£ls,  he  will  perceive  their 
great  difference  in  exprejflon  and  intention. 

The  1 2th  Cha,  Chap,  i8,  which  forms  the  foundation  of  the 
laws  relating  to  oiir  trade,  by  enabling  that  certain  produdlioiis 
of  the  colonies  fhould  be  carried  to  England  only,  and  that  no 
goods  fhall  be  imported  from  the  plantations  but  in  Ihips  belong¬ 
ing  to  England,  Ireland,  Wales,  Ber<vjick,  or  the  Platitatiotis, 
Cfr.  begins  thus  :  For  the  htcreafe  of  Jhipping,  and  encourage' 

ment  of  the  navigation  of  this  nation,  wherein,  under  the  good 
providence  and  protection  of  GOD,  the  wealth,  fafety,  and 
ilrength  of  this  kingdom  is  fo  much  concerned,’’  iFc, 

The  I  ah  Cha,  11.  chap.  7,  enforcing  the  fame  regulation, 
affgns  thefe  reafons  for  it,  “  In  regard  his  Majefty’s  planta¬ 
tions,  beyond  the  Teas,  are  inhabited  and  peopled  by  his  fub- 
j  £ls  of  this  his  kingdom  of  England-,  for  the  maintahiinga 
greater  correfpondence  i?.nd  kindnejs  hetv:een  them,  at.d  keeping 
theiii  in  a  firmer  dependance  upon  it,  and  rendering 'them  yet 
more  bereficlal  and  advantageous  to  ir,  in  the  further  e?nployment 
and  increafe  of  Englifh  flipping  and  fecmien,  vet  t  of  Englijh 
woollen,  and  other  maiiutactuics  and  commodities,  rendering 
the  navigation  to  and  from  the  fame  more  fafe  and  cheap,  and 
making  this  kingdoni  a  faple,  not  only  of  the  commodities  of 
thofe  plantations,  but  aliO  of  the  commodities  of  other  countries 
and  places  for  the  fup plying  of  them',  and  it  being  the  ufage  of 
ctbi  r  nations  10  keep  then  pLintations  trade  to  themftlves,  Clr, 
The  25;rh  Cha,  II.  chap.  7,  made  exprefly  fir  the  better  fef 
curing  the  plantation  traJef  which  impoies  duties  on  ceruiiti 
cominodlues  exported  from  one  colony  to  another,  mentions 
tills  caufc  for  impofing  them  :  Whereas  by  one  adl  pafied  in  the 
I  2tli  vear  of  \oiir  Maieify's  reign,  intituled.  An  adl  for  encou^ 
ra^einent  of  fcipplng-^  and  navigaiicn,  and  by’fev^eral  other  laws, 
Vaiied  hnee  liia  tilnc,  it  i:-  p'e  initted  to  {bin,  OV.  fugars,  to¬ 
bacco,  ^V.  of  die  growth,  l^c,  of  any  of  your  iVIajefiy's  plan- 
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to  another,  and  thus  to  promote  the  general  wel¬ 
fare.  The  raifing  a  revenue  thereby  was  never  in¬ 
tended.  Thus,  the  king  by  his  judges  in  his  courts 
of  juftice,  impofes  fines,  which  ail  together  amount 
to  a  very  confiderable  fum,  and  contribure.  to  the 
fupport  of  government:  But  this  is  meretfia  con- 
feqiience  arifing  from  reftriftions,  that  only  meant 
£0  keep  peace,  and  prevent  coniufion  ;  and  furely  a 

man 

rations  in  America,  &c.  from  the  placos  of  their  growth,  fife, 
^to  any  other  of  yo  nr  Majefty’s  plantations  in  thofe  parts,  ilfc, 
and  that  ^vitbout  paying  cuftom  for  the  fame,  either  at  the  lading 
dr  unlading  the  laid  commodities,  by  means  whereof  the  trade 
and  navigation  in  thofe commodities,  from  one  plantation  to  an¬ 
other,  is  greatly  inercafed,  and  the  inhabitants  of  divers  of 
thofe' colonies,  not  contenting  the}7ifel-ves  n^vitb  hein^  fupplied nvitb 
thofe  co7n?nodities  for  their  O'xvn  ufe,  free froin  all cujl 0771  s  (while 
•  the  fubjeds  of  this  your  kingdom  of  England  have  paid  great 
culloms  and  impofitions  for  what  of  them  hath  been  ipent  here) 
hut,  contrary  to  the  exprefs  letter  of  the  aforefaid  lanxs,  hanje 
brought  into  dinjex's parts  i?/' Europe  great  quantities  iheieof,  and 
do  aiib  vend  great  quantities  thereof  to  the  Hi  Pping  of  other  na¬ 
tions,  who  bring  them  into  divers  parts  of  Europe,  to  the  great 
hurt  and  diminution  of  your  Majelly’s  culloms,  and  of  the  trade 
and  navigation  of  this  your  kiagdoni  ;  Eor  the  prevention 

THEREOF,”  ^C. 

The  7th  and  8ih  WilL  IIT.  chap.  22,  intituled,  “  An  for 
preventing  frauds,  and  regulating  abules  in  the  plantation 
'  trade,”  recites  that,  “  notwithibmding  divert  ads,  ^c.  great 
abufes  are  daily  committed,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Englilh  navi^ 
gation,  and  the  loj's  of  a  great  pari  of  the  plantation  trade  10  th  s 
‘kingdom,  by  the  artifice  and  cunning  of  ill  ciilpoied  pe.-foiis; 
For  remedy  Vv'hereof,  i5c,  Aiid  vvlieren*^  in  fome  of  his 
Majelly’s  plantations,  a  doubt  or  inif.onlb odion  has 

aiifen  upon  the  before  mentioned  ad,  made  in  the  2  5fh  year 
of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  11.  whereby  certain  duties  ate  laid 
upon  the  commodities  therein  enumerated  (which  by  law  may 
be  tranfported  from  one  plantation  to  aivnher,  for.  the  fuoplv 
of  each  others  wants)  as  if  the  fame  were,  by  tne  payircnt  of 
thofe  duticiin  one  piaritation,  dilchargcd  frv  m  giving  the  fecu  - 
rities  intended  by  the  aforefaid  ads,  made  in  the  1  zrh,  zz<.\  and 
23d  years  of  the  regn  of  King  Charles  IT.  and  conf-quently  be 
at  liberty  to  go  to  any  foreign  market  in  Europe,'"  Cfc. 

'  'i'he  6th  .dn'ne^  chap. '37,  reciting  the  advaiiCement  of  trade, 
‘  ■  •  •  '  and 


man  would  argue  very  loofely,  who  fhould  conclude 
from  hence,  that  the  king  has  a  right  to  levy  money 
in  general  upon  his  fubjedts.  Never  did  the  hritifh 
parliament,  till  the  period  abovementioned,  think 
of  impOjfing  duties  in  America,  for  the  purpose 
OF  RAI  ^  .mg  a  revenue.  Mr.  Grenville  firft  intro- 
^ced  this  language,  in  the  preamble  to  the  4th  of 
III.  chap.  15,  which  has  thefe  words — “  And 
whereas  it  is  juft  and  necefiary  that  a  revenue  be 

RAISED  IN  YOUR  MaJESTy’s  SAID  DOMINIONS  IN 


and  enconragement  of  {hips  of  war,  grants  to  the  captors 
the  property  of  all  prizes  carried  into  America,  lubjed  toYuch 
cuftoms  and  duties,  as  if  the  fame  had  been  firlt  impoited  into 
any  part  of  Great-Britain,  and  from  thnnce  expo- ted, 

This  was  a  gifi  to  perjons  a^ing  under  commijjioyis  from  the 
cro^Uy  and  therefore  it  was  reafonaole  that  the  terms  prefciibed 
in  that  gift,  Ihould  be  complied  with — more  eipecially  as  the 
payment  of  fuch  duties  was  intended  to  give  a  preference  to  the 
p;oduaions  of  Britijh  colonies,  over  thofe  of  other  colonies. 
However,  being  found  inconvenient  to  the  colonies,  about  four 
years  afterwards,  this  ad  was,  for  that  reafon,  fo  fa;  repealed, 
that  by  another  ad  “  all  prize  goods,  imported  into  any  part  of 
Great-Britain,  from  any  of  the  plantations,  were  made  lia¬ 
ble  to  fuch  duties  only  in  Great-Britain,  as  in  cafe  they  had  been 
cf  the  growth  and  produce  of  the  plantations.’’ 

1  he  6th  Geo,  II.  chap.  13,  which  impofes  duties  on  foreign 
rum,  fugarand  melafles,  imported  into  the  colonies,  fhews  the 
leafons  ^thus  “  Whereas  the  welfare  and  profperity  of  your 
IVTajclIy  s  fugar  colonies  in  America,  are  of  the  grc  iteft  confe- 
cjuence  and  importance  to  the  trade,  navigation,  frength  of 
this  kingdom  ;  and  whereas  the  planters  of  the  faid  iugai  colo¬ 
nies,  have  of  late  yeprs  fallen  into  fuch  great  difcouragements ,  that 
they  aie  unable  to  improve  or  carry  on  the  fugar  trade,  upon  an 
equal  footing  with  the  foreign  fugar  colonies,  vuithout  fome  ad¬ 
vantage  and  relief  be  given  to  them  from  Great  Britain:  For 

REMEDY  WHEREOF,  AND  FOR  THE  GOOD  AND  WELFARE  OF 

YOUR  A4ajesty’s  subjects,”  lAc. 

fhe  29th  Geo.  II.  chap.  26,  and  the  ifl  Geo.  III.  chap.  9, 
which  continues  the  6th  Geo.  II.  chap.  i  declare,  that  the  faid 
ad  hath,  by  experience,  been  found  ufefid  and  beneficial,  iAc. 
Thefe  are  all  the  moM  confiderable  ilatutes  relating  to  the  commerce 
of  the  colonies  j  and  it  is  thought  to  be  utterly  unnecefTary  to 
add  any  obferv'ations  to  thefe  extrads,  to  prove  thrt  they  were 
all  f ole ly  as  regulations  of  trade ^ 

America, 
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A M  ER I  c  A , /or  defraying  the  expences  of  defending, pro¬ 
testing,  and  fecuring  the  fame :  we  your  Majtfty’s 
moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjedls,  the  commons  of 
Great-Britain,  in  parliament  alTembled,  being 
defirous  to  make  fome  provifion  in  this  prefent  fef- 
fion  of  parliament,  towards  raising  the  said 
j^£y£j^uE  IN  America,  have  refolved  to  give 
and  GRANT  unto  your  Majefty  the  feveral  rates  and 
duties  herein  after  mentioned,”  (^c. 

A  few  months  after  came  the  ftamp-aSl,  which  re¬ 
citing  this,  proceeds  in  the  fame  flrange  mo.le  of 
expreflion,  thus — And  whereas  it  is  juft  and  ne- 
ceffary,  that  provifion  be  made  for  raising  a 

FURTHER  REVENUE  WITHIN  YOUR  MaJESTy’s 

Dominions  in  America,  towards  defraying  the 
faid  expences,  yjt  your  Majefty ’s  moft  dutiful  and 
Joyal  fubjtdts,  the  commons  of  Great-Britain, 
i^c.  GIVE  and  grant,”  &c.  as  before. 

The  laft  aft,  granting  duties  upon  paper,  ^c. 
carefully  purfues  thefe  modern  precedents.  The 
preamble  is,  “  Whereas  it  is  expedient,  that  a 

REVENUE  SHOULD  EE  RAISED  IN  YOUR  Ma- 

jesty’s  dominions  in  America, /(?r  making  a 
more  certain  and  adequate  provifion  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  the  adminijtration  of  jujiice,  ana  the  jupport 
of  civil  government  in  fuch  provinces,  where  it  foall  be 
found  neceffary  ;  and  towards  the  further  defraying  the 
expences  of  defending,  protesting  and  fecuring  the  faid 
dominions,  we  your  Majefty’s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
fubjefts,  the  commons  of  Great-Britain,  ftfr. 
give  and  GRAN T,”  Gfr.  as  before. 

Here  we  may  obferve  an  authority  exprefly  claimed 
and  exerted  to  impofe  duties  on  ihefe  colonies  nor 
for  the  regulation  of  trade  ;  i,ot  for  the  prelervation 
or  promotion  of  a  mutually  beneficial  intercourfe 

between 
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between  the  feveral  conftituent  parts  of  the  empire, 
heretofore  the  /o/e  objects  of  parliamentary  inftitu- 
tions  ^  but  for  the  fmgle  furpofe  of  levying  money  upon 


us. 


This  I  call  an  ^  innovation;  and  a  moft  dange¬ 
rous  innovation.  It  may  perhaps  be  objected,  that 
Great-Britain  has  a  right  to  lay  what  duties  fiie 
pleafcs  upon  her  f  exports,  and  it  makes  no  diffe¬ 
rence  to  us,  whether  they  are  paid  here  or  there. 

To  this  I  anfwer.  Thefe  colonies  require  many 
things  for  their  ufe,  which  the  laws  of  Great-Bri* 
tain  prohibit  them  from  gettingany  where  but  from 
her.  Such  are  paper  and  glafs. 

That  we  may  be  legally  bound  to  pay  any  gene- 
ral  duiies  on  thefe  commodities,  relative  to  the  re¬ 
gulation  of  trade,  is  granted  ;  but  we  being  obliged 
by  her  laws  to  take  them  from  Great- Britain^  any 
fpecial  impofed  on  their  exportation  to  us  cnly^ 
‘with  intention  toralfe  a  revenue  from  us  only\  are  as 

much 

^  Tt  IS  worthy  obfervation  how  quietly  fubfidies,  granted  in 
forms  ufual  2iXidi  accujiomable  (though  heavy)  are  borne;  fuch 
B  power  hath  ufe  and  cullom.  On  the  other  fide,  what  difeon- 
tentments  and  dillurbances  fubfidies  frarned  in  a  ne'iv  ?noutd  do 
raife  (such  an  inbred  hatred  novelty  doth  hatch)  is 
evident  by  examples  of  former  times.  Lord  Coke\  2d  inhitute, 

P-  33* 

'f'  Some  people  think  that  Great-Britain  has  the  fame  right 
to  impofe  duties  on  the  exports  to  thefe  colonies,  as  on  the  ex¬ 
ports  to  Spain  and  Portugal,  Such  perfons  attend  fo  much 

to  the  idea  of  exportcitiun,  that  they  entirely  drop  that  cf  the 
conneciion  between  the  ?nother  country  and  her  colonies,  Great-- 
Britain  had  always  claimed,  and  exercifed  an  authority  to  com¬ 
pel  Spain  and  Portugal  to  import  manufadlures  from  her  only, 
tire  caies  would  be  parallel  :  but  as  fhe  never  pretended  to  fuch 
a  light,  they  are  at  liberty  to  get  them  wheie  they  pleafe;  and 
if  they  chufe  to  take  them  from  her,  rather  than  from  other  na¬ 
tions,  they  voluntarily  confent  to  pay  the  duties  impoled  on 
them. 
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inuch  taxes  upon  us,  as  thofe  impofed  by  the 
Jlamp-a^. 

What  is  the  difference  in  fulftance  and  right, 
whether  the  fame  fum  is  raifed  upon  us  by  the  rates 
mentioned  in  the  ftamp-aB,  on  the  ufe  of  paper,  or 
by  thcfe  duties,  on  the  importation  of  it  ?  It  is  no¬ 
thing  but  the  edition  of  a  former  book,  with  a  new 
title-page. 

Suppofe  the  duties  were  made  payable  in  Great- 
Britain  ? 

It  fignifies  nothing  to  us,  w.hether  they  are  to  be 
paid  here  or  there.  Had  the  fiamp-aSl  diredled,  that 
all  the  paper  fliould  be  landed  at  Florida,  and  the 
duties  paid  there,  before  it  was  brought  to  the  Britijb 
colonies,  would  the  ad  have  raifed  lefs  money  upon 
us,  or  have  been  lefs  deftrudive  of  our  rights  ?  By 
no  means  :  For  as  we  were  under  a  nece.ffity  of 
ufing  the  paper,  we  fhould  have  been  under  the 
nectffity  of  paying  the  duties.  Thus,  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe,  a  like  neceffuy  will  fubjed  us,  if  thi^  ad 
continues  in  force,  to  the  payment  of  the  duties  now 
impofed. 

Why  was  the  ftamp-a8  then  fo  pernicious  to 
freedom  ^  It  did  not  cnad,  that  every  man  in  the 
colonies  Jljould  buy  a  certain  quantity  of  pa[ier — 
No  :  it  only  direded,  that  no  inftrument  of  writing 
fhould  be  valid  in  law,  if  not  made  on  llamped 
paper, 

The  makers  of  that  ad  knew  full  well,  that  the 
confufions  that  would  arife  from  the  difufe  of  wri¬ 
tings,  would  COMPEL  the  colonies  to  ufe  the  (lamped 
paper,  and  therefore  to  pay  the  taxes  impofed.  For 
this  rcafon  the  fiamp-a3  was  laid  to  be  a  law  that 

WOULD 
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WOULD  EXECUTE  ITSELF.  For  the  very  fame  reg¬ 
ion,  the  laft  aft  of  parliament,  if  it  is  granted  to 
have  any  force  here,  will  execute  itself,  and 
will  be  attended  with  the  very  fame  conf'equences  to 
American  liberty. 

Some  perfons  perhaps  may  fay,  that  this  ad  lays 
us  under  no  necefllcy  to  pay  the  duties  impofed,  be- 
caufe  we  may  ourfelves  manufafture  the  articles  on 
which  they  are  laid  ;  whereas  by  xh^flamp-a^inom- 
^rument  of  writing  could  be  good,  unlefs  made  on 
Bnti/Io  paper,  and  that  too  ftamped. 

Such  an  objeclion  amounts  to  no  more  than  this, 
that  the  injury  reiuking  to  thefe  colonies,  from  the 
total  difufe  of  BritiJIo  paper  and  glafs,  will  not  be/d? 

as  that  which  would  have  refulced  from  the 
total  difuie  of  writing  among  them  ;  for  by  that 
means  even  the  Jtamp-a^  might  have  been  eluded. 
VVhy  t^hen  was  it  univerfally  detefted  by  them  as 
flavery  itlelf  ?  Becaufe  it  pre^fented  to  thefe  devoted 
provinces  nothing  but  a  choice  of  calamities,  imbit- 
rcred  by  indignities,  each  of  vv^hich  it  was  unworthy 
of  freemen  to  bear.  But  is  no  injury  a  violation  of 
right  but  the  ^7  cdtcjl  injury  ?  If  the  eluding  the  pav- 
ment  of  the  taxes  impofed  by  the  would 

have  fubjefted  us  to  a  more  dreadful  inconvenience, 
than  the  eluding  the  payment  of  thofe  impofed  by 
the  late  aft- ;  does  it  therefore  follow,  that  the  laft 
is  no  violation  of  cur  rights,  though  it  is  calculated 
for  the  fame  purpofe  the  other  was,  that  is,  to  raife 
money  upon  us^  without  our  consent  ? 
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This  would  be  making  light  to  confift,  notin  an  » 

exemption  from  injury^  but  from  a  certain  degree  of  t 

injury.  I 

But  the  obj'dcrs  may  further  fay,  that  we  Unall  ’’ 

fuffer  no  injury  at  all  by  the  difjfe  of  Britipo  paper 

and  ' 
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and  gla(s.  We  might  not,  if  we  could  make  as  much 
as  we  want.  But  can  any  man,  acquainted  with 
America^  believ’e  this  poffible  ?  1  am  told  there  are 
but  two  or  three  glafs-houfes  on  this  continent,  and 
but  very  few  paper-mills  ;  and  fuppofe  more  fhould 
be  ereiled,  a  long  courfe  of  years  mud  elapfe,  be¬ 
fore  they  can  be  brought  to  perfection.  This  con¬ 
tinent  is  a  country  of  planters,  farmers,  and  fifher- 
men  ;  not  of  manufacturers.  The  difficulty  of 
eftablifhing  particular  manufactures  in  fuch  a  coun¬ 
try,  is  almoft  infuperable.  For  one  manufacture  is 
connected  with  others  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  may 
be  faid  to  beimpoffible  to  eftablifh  one  or  two,  with¬ 
out  eftablifhing  feveral  others.  The  experience  of 
many  nations  may  convince  us  of  this  truth. 

Inexpreffible  therefore  muft  be  our  diftreffes  In 
evading  the  late  aCts,  by  the  difufe  of  Britifh  paper 
and  glafs.  Nor’  will  this  be  the  extent  of  our  mif- 
fortune,  if  we  admit  the  legality  of  that  aft. 

GreauBritain\\z%  prohibited  the  manufacturing  Iron 
and  fteel  in  thefe  colonies,  without  any  objeClion  to 
her  right  of  doing  it.  The  like  right  fhc  muft  have 
to  prohibit  any  other  manufafture  among  us.  Thus 
fhe  is  poflefled  of  an  undifputed  precedent  on  that 
point.  This  authority,  fhe  will  fay,  is  founded  on 
the  original  intention  of  fettling  thefe  colonics  ;  that 
is,  that  Ihe  fliould  manufafture  for  them,  and  that 
they  fhould  fupply  her  with  materials.  The  equity 
of  this  policy,  fhe  will  alfo  fay,  has  been  univerially 
acknowledged  by  the  colonies,  who  never  have 
made  the  leaft  objection  to  ftatutes  for  that  purpofe  ; 
and  will  further  appear  by  the  mutual  benefits  Bow¬ 
ing  from  this  ufage,  ever  fince  the  lettlement  of  thefe 
colonies. 

Our  great  advocate,  Mr.  Pitt^  in  his  fpeeches  on 
the  debate  concerning  the  repeal  of  the  fiamp-atl^ 
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ac1<  now  [edged,  that  Greai-Bri^ain  could  VQ^rain  ouf 
manufadlures.  His  words  are  thefe — ‘‘This  king¬ 
dom,  as  the  fupreme  governing  and  Icgiflative 
power,  has  always  bound  the  colonies  by  her  re¬ 
gulations  and  RESTRICTIONS  in  trade,  in  naviga¬ 
tion,  in  MANUFACTURES — in  every  thing,  except 
that  of  taking  the  money  out  of  their  pockets^  without 
THEIR  CONSENT.”  Again  he  fays,  “  we  may  bind 
their  trade,  confine  their  manufactures,  and 
exercife  every  power  whatever,  except  that  of  taking 
their  money  out  of  their  pockets^  without  their 

CONSENT.” 

Here  then,  my  dear  countrymen,  rouse  your- 
felves,  and  behold  the  ruin  hanging  over  your 
heads,  if  you  ONCE  admit,  that  Great-Britain 
may  lay  duties  upon  her  exportations  to  us,  for  the 
purpofe  of  levying  money  on  us  only ^  fhe  then  will  have 
nothing  to  do,  but  to  lay  thofe  duties  on  the  arti¬ 
cles  which  fhe  prohibits  us  to  manufacture — and 
the  tragedy  of  American  liberty  is  finifhed.  We 
have  been  prohibited  from  procuring  manufadlures, 
in  ail  cafes,'' any  where  but  from  Great-Britain  (ex¬ 
cepting  linens,  which  we  are  permitted  to  import 
direftly  from  Ireland,)  We  have  been  prohibited, 
in  fome  cafes,  from  manufaduring  for  ourfelves; 
and  may  be  prohibited  in  others.  We  are  therefore 
exadly  in  the  fituation  of  a  city  befieged,  which  is 
furrounded  by  the  works  cf  the  befiegers  in  every 
part  but  one.  If  that  is  clofed  up,  no  ftep  can  be 
taken,  but  to  furrender  at  difcreticn.  If  Great-Bri- 
tain  can  order  us  to  come  to  her  for  necefTaries  we 
want,  and  can  order  us  to  pay  what  taxes  flie  pleaEs 
before  we  take  them  away,  or  when  we  land  them 
here,  we  are  as  abjed  Oaves  as  France  and  Poland 
can  Oiew  in  wooden  flioes,  and  with  uncombed 
hair 

^  The  peafantsof  France  wear  wooden  fhocs ;  and  the  vafTals 
cf  Poland  are  remarkable  for  matted  hair,  which  never  can  be 
combed. 

Perhaps 

% 
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Perhaps  the  nature  of  the  neceflities  of  dependant 
ilates,  caufed  by  the  policy  of  a  governing  one,  for 
her  own  benefit,  may  be  elucidated  by  a  fact  men¬ 
tioned  in  hiftory.  When  the  Carthaginians  were 
polTeffed  of  the  ifland  of  Sardinia,  they  made  a  de¬ 
cree,  that  the  Sardinians  Ihould  not  raife  corn,  nor 
get  it  any  other  way  than  from  the  Carthaginians^ 
Then,  by  impofmg  any  duties  they  would  upon  it, 
they  drained  from  the  miferable  Sardinians  any  fum's 
they  pleafed ;  and  whenever  that  opprefled  people 
made  the  leaft  movement  to  aflfert  their  liberty,  their 
tyrants  ftarWd  them  to  death  or  fubmifiion.  This 
may  be  called  the  moft  perfect  kind  of  political  ne- 
celTity. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  I  think  this  uncontro¬ 
vertible  conclufion  may  be  deduced,  that  when  a 
ruling  ftate  obliges  a  dependant  date  to  take  certain 
commodities  from  her  alone,  it  is  implied  in  the 
nature  of  that  obligation ;  is  cdentially  requifite  to 
give  it  the  lead  degree  of  judice ;  and  is  inicp.irably 
united  with  it,  in  order  to  preferve  any  (hare  of  free¬ 
dom  to  the  dependant  date  •,  that  thoje  commodities 
/hould  never  be  loaded  with  duties,  for  the  sole 

PURPOSE  OF  LEVYING  MONEY  On  the  DEPEN  D  ANT 
STATE.  ' 

Upon  the  whole,  the  fingle  qiiedion  is,  whether 
the  parliament  can  legally  impofe  duties  to  be  paid 
by  the  people  of  ihefe  colonies  only,  for  the  sole  pur¬ 
pose  OF  raising  a  revenue,  on  commodities  which 
Jhe  obliges  us  to  take  from  her  alone-,  or,  in  other 
word'-,  whether  the  parliament  can  legally  take  mo¬ 
ney  out  of  our  pockets,  without  our  conftnt.  If 
{hey  can,  our  boaded  liberty  is  but 

Vox  et  fraterea  nihil. 

A  found,  and  nothing  elfe. 

A  FAR  M  E  R. 


C 


letter  in. 


Beloved  Countrymen. 

REJOICE  to  find,  that  my  two  former  let- 

Jj  ters  to  you,  have  been  generally  received  with 
L  fo  much  favour  by  fuch  of  you,  whofe  fenti- 
nients  1  have  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing.  Could 
you  look  into  my  heart,  you  would  inftantly  per¬ 
ceive  an  ardent  aftection  for  yoiir  perfons,  a  zealous 
a'tachment  to  your  interefis,.  a  lively  refentment  of 
every  iiifjic  and  injury  offered  to  your  honour  or  hap- 
pinefs,  and  an  inflexible  refolution  to  afferc  your 
rights,  to  the  utmoft  of  my  weak  power,  to  be  the 
only  motives  that  have  engaged  me  to  addrefs  you. 

I  am  no  further  concerned  in  any  thing  affecting 
ylmerica,  than  anyone  of  you ;  and  when  liberty  leaves 
it,  I  can  quit  it  much  more  conveniently  than  mofl 
of  you:  but  v/hile  divine  providence,  that  gave  me 
exifience  in  a  land  of  freedom,  permits  my  head  to 
think,  my  lips  to  fpeak,  and  my  hands  to  move,  I 
fhall  fo  highly  and  gratefully  value  the  bleifing  re¬ 
ceived,  as  to  cake  care^  that  my  filence  and  inacri- 
viiy  fiiall  not  give  my  implied  alfcnc  to  any  act,  de¬ 
grading 
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grading  my  brethren  and  myfelf  from  the  birthriahfi 
wherewith  heaven  itfcif  “  hath  made  us  free*."  °  * 

Sorry  I  am  to  learn,  that  there  are  fome  few  per- 
fgns,  who  flrake  their  heads  with  folemn  motion, 
'and  pretend  to  wonder,  what  can  be  the  meaning- 
of  thefe  letters.  “  Great-Britainf  they  fay,  “  is 
too  powerful  to  contend  with;  fhe  is  determined  to 
opprefs  us  ;  it  is  in  vain  to  fpeak  of  right  on  one 
fide,  when  there  is  power  on  the  other ;  when  we 
are  ftrong  enough  torefift,  we  lhall  attempt  it;  but 
now  we  are  not  ftrong  enough,  and  therefore  we  had 

better  be  quiet ;  it  fignifies  nothing  to  convince  us 
that  our  rights  are  invaded,  when  we  cannot  defend 
them  ;  and  if  we  fnould  get  into  riots  and  tumults 
about  the  late  aff,  it  will  only  draw  down  heavier 
difpleafure  upon  us.” 

"What  can  fuchmen  defign?  What  do  their  grave 

obfervations  amount  to,  but  this - “  that^rhefe 

colonies,  totally  regardlefs  of  their  liberties,  fliould 
commit  tiiem,  with  humble  refignation,  to  chance^ 
time,  and  the  tender  mercies  of  minijlcrs  f” 


Are  thefe  men  ignorant,  that  ulurpations,  which 
might  have  been  fuccefstully  oppoiecl  at  firft,  ac¬ 
quire  ftrength  by  continuance,  and  thus  betome  ir- 
icfiftable?  Do  they  condemn  the  condudl  of  thefe 
colonies,  concerning  the  ftamp-r.Ef?  Or  have  they 
foigot  its  luccefsrui  iffue?  Ouglrt  the  colonies  at 
that  time,  inftead  of  acting  as  they  did,  to  have 
trufted^for  relief,  to  the  fortuitous  events  of  futu¬ 
rity?  if  it  is  needlefs  to  “  fpeak  of  rights”  now, 
it  was  as  needlels  then.  If  the  behaviour  of  the 
colonies  was  prudent  and  glorious  then,  and  fuc-, 
ceftful  too;  It  will  be  equally  prudent  and  glorious 
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10  aift  in  the  fame  manner  now,  if  our  rights  are 
equally  invaded,  and  may  be  as  fuccefsful.  There¬ 
fore  it  becomes  neceffary  to  enquire,  whether  “  our 
rights  are  invaded  ?”  To  talk  of  “  defending” 
them,  as  if  they  could  be  no  otherwife  “  defended” 
than  by  arms,  is  as  much  out  of  the  way,  as  if  a 
man  having  a  choice  of  feveral  roads  to  reach  his 
journey’s  end,  (hould  prefer  the  word,  for  no  other 
reafon,  but  becaufe  it  is  the  worft. 

As  to  “  riots  and  tumults,”  the  gentlemen  who 
are  fo  apprehenfive  of  them,  are  much  miftaken,  if 
they  think,  that  grievances  cannot  be  redrefied 
without  fuch  affiftance. 

I  will  now  tell  the  gentlemen,  what  is  “  the 
meaning  of  thefe  letters.”  The  meaning  of  them 
is,  to  convince  the  people  of  theie  colonies,  that 
they  are  at  this  moment  expofed  to  the  moft  immi¬ 
nent  dangers ;  and  to  perluadc  them  immediately, 
vigoroufl.y,  and  unanimoufly,  to  exert  themfeives, 
in  the  moll  firm,  but  moft  peaceable  manner,  for 
obtaining  relief. 

The  caufe  of  liberty  is  a  caufe  of  too  much  dig¬ 
nity,  to  be  fullied  by  turbulence  and  tumult.  It 
oui^ht  to  be  maintained  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  her 
nature.  Thofe  who  engage  in  it,  fhould  breathe  a 
fcdate,  yet  fervent  fpirit,  animating  them  to  aftions 
of  prudence,  juftice,  modefty,  bravery,  humanity 
and  magnanimity. 

To  fuch  a  wonderful  degree  were  the  antient 
Spartans,  as  brave  and  tree  a  people  as  ever  exifted, 
infpired  by  this  happy  temperature  of  foul,  that  re¬ 
jecting  even  in  their  battles  the  ufe  of  trumpets, 
and  other  inftruments  for  exciting  heat  and  rage. 
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tiiey  marched  up  to  fcenes  of  havock  and  horror  % 
with  the  found  of  flutes,  to  the  tunes  of  which  their 
fteps  kept  pace—  “  exhibiting,”  as  Flutarch  fays, 
“  at  once  a  terrible  and  delightful  fight,  and  pro¬ 
ceeding  with  a  deliberate  valour,  full  of  hope  and 
good  alTurance,  as  if  fome  divinity  had  lenfibly 
affifted  them.” 

I  hope,  my  dear  countrymen,  that  you  will,  in 
every  colony,  be  upon  your  guard  againft  thofe, 
ipho  may  at  any  time  endeavour  to  ftir  yen  up,  un- 
der  pretences  of  patriotifm,  to  any  meafures,  dif- 
refpedtful  to  our  Sovereign  and  our  mother  coun¬ 
try.  Hot,  rafli,  diforderly  proceedings,  injure 
the  reputation  of  a  people,  as  to  wifdom,  valour 
and  virtue,  without  procuring  them  the  leafl;  be¬ 
nefit.  I  pray  GOD,  that  he  may  be  pleafed  to  in- 
Ipire  you  and  your  pofterity,  to  thelatcfl:  ages,  with 
that  fpirit  of  which  I  have  an  idea,  but  find  a  diffi¬ 
culty  to  exprefs.  To  exprefs  it  in  the  beft  manner 
I  can,  I  mean  a  fpirit,  that  flrall  fo  guide  you,  that 
it  will  be  impoffible  to  determine  whether  an  Ame- 
rican'%  charadler  is  moft  diftinguifhable,  for  his  loy¬ 
alty  to  his  Sovereign,  his  duty  to  his  mother  coun¬ 
try  ;  his  love  of  freedom,  or  his  afledion  for  his  na¬ 
tive  foil, 

* 

Every  government  at  fome  time  or  other  falls 
into  wrong  meafures.  Thefe  may  proceed  from 
miftake  or  paflion.  But  every  fuch  mcafure  docs 
not  diflblve  the  obligation  between  the  governors 
and  the  governed.  The  miftake  may  be  correfted; 
the  pafTion  may  pafs  over.  J't  is  the  duty  of  the  o-o- 
verned  to  endeavour  to  re(fi;ify  the  miftake,  anefto 
appeafe  the  pafllon.  They  have  not  at  firft  any 

*  Plutarch  in  the  life  of  Lycurgus.  ArchbiOiop  Potter  ^  Ar- 
^hscologia  Grscca. 

C  3  other 


'•-1*  wlf- 


•-i-  ■! 


■1  It  111?  !l  ^ 


laant.iniinitfcLtLMiMLmm 


rKtiiithiULMiBiJiuttit  ttnn  ifgllC 


k 


(  22  ) 

olber  right,  than  to  reprefent  their  grievances,  and 
to  pray  for  ledrefs,  nnlefs  an  em^’rgence  is  fo  pref- 
fing,  as  not  to  allow  time  for  receiving  an  anfwer 
to  their  applications,  which  rarely  happens.  If 
their  applications  are  difregarded,  then  that  kind  of 
otpofiticn  becomes  juftifiable,  which  can  be  maoe 
widiout  breaking  the  laws,  or  difturbing  the  puo- 
lic  peace.  This  confifts  in  the  prevention  cf  the  op- 
prejj'crs  reafing  advantage  from  ti^eir  oppreffions^  and 
noz  in  their  punifhment.  For  experience  may 
teach  them,  what  reafon  did  not^  and  harfli  mes 
thods  cannot  be  proper,  till  milder  ones  have  lailcd.^ 

If  at  length  it.  becomes  undoubted,  that  an  in¬ 
veterate  rciolution  is  fort'‘;ed  to  annihilate  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  the  governed,  the  EngliJJo  hiftory  affords  fre¬ 
quent  examples  of  refiftance  by  force.  What  par¬ 
ticular  circumdances  will  in  any  future  cafe  juttify 
fuch  refiftance,  can  never  be  afeerrained,  till  they 
happen.  Perhaps  it  may  be  allowable  to  fay  gene¬ 
rally,  that  it  never  can  be  j lift i liable,  until  the  people 
sre  FULLY  cor^iviNCED,  that  any  fuither  lubmiffion 
will  be  deftrudiveto  their  happinefs. 

‘  When  the  appeal  is  made  to  the  fword,  highly 
probable  is  it,  that  the  puniiliment  will  exceed  the 
offence  ;  and  the  calamities  attending  on  vvai  out- 
v;cigh  ihofe  preceding  it.  Thefe  confiderations  of 
juftice  afsd  prudence,  will  always  have  great  influ¬ 
ence  with  good  and  wife  men. 

To  tliefe  refiedion""  on  this  fubjed,  it  remains  to 
be  addtd,  and  ought  ior  ever  to  be  lemembered, 
til  at  refiftance,  in  the  caje  ol  colonies  againft:  their 
mother  country,  is  exiremely  diflerent  from  the  re¬ 
fiftance  of  a  people  agai  dh  tluir  prince.  A  nation 
may  change  their  king,  or  race  of  kings,  and,  le- 

tainipp-  their  ancient  form  of  government,  be  gainers 

^  by 
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by  changing.  Thus  Great-Britain^  under  the  il- 
iuftrioiis  houfe  of  Brunfwick^  a  houfe  that  Teems  to 
flourifli  for  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  has  found  a 
felicity,  unknown  in  the  reigns  of  the  Stewarts. 
But  if  once  are  feparated  from  our  mother  coun¬ 
try,  what  new  form  oi  government  fhall  we  adopt, 
or  where  fhall  we  find  another  Britain^  to  fupply 
our  lofs  ?  Torn  from  the  body,  to  which  we  are 
united  by  religion,  liberty,  laws,  affedtions,  relation, 
language  and  commerce,'  we  muft  bleed  at  every 
vein. 

In  truth' - the  profperity  of  thefc  provinces  Is 

founded  in  their  dependance  on  Great-Britain  ;  and 
when  fhe  returns  to  her  old  good  humour,  and 
her  old  good  nature,”  as  Lord  Clarendon  exprefies 
it,  I  hope  they  will  always  think  it  their  duty  and 
intereft,  as  it  moft  certainly  will  be,  to  promote 
her  welfare  by  all  the  means  in  their  power. 

We  cannot  a6l  with  too  much  caution  in  our  dif- 
putes,  Anger  produces  anger  *,  and  differences, 
that  might  be  accommodated  by  kind  and  refpedl- 
ful  behaviour,  may,  by  imprudence,  be  enlarged  to 
an  incurable  rage.  In  quarrels  between  countries, 
as  well  as  in  thoTe  between  individuals,  when  they 
have  rifen  to  a  certain  height,  the  firft  cauTeof  dif- 
fenfion  is  no  longer  remembered,  the  minds  of  the 
parties  being  wholly  engaged  in  recollecting  and 
refenting  the  mutual  exprefiions  of  their  diflike. 

'  When  feuds  have  reached  that  fatal  point,  ail  con- 
fiderations  of  reafon  and  equity  vanilh  ;  and  a  blind 
fury  governs,  or  rather  confounds  all  things. ^  A 
people  no  longer  regards  their  intereft,  but  the  gt'a- 
tificaticn  of  their  wrath/  I'he  Tway  of  the  Cleom 

*  Cleon  was  a  popular  firebrand  of  Athens^  and  Clodius  of 

^o?ne each  of  whom  plunged  his  country  into  the  deepell  cala- 
m  trcs, 
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and  Clodius^s^  the  defigning  and  deteflable  flatlrerers 
of  the  prevailing  pafiion,  becomes  confirmed.  Wife 
and  gcod  men  in  vaiii  oppoie  the  ftorm,  and  may 
think  themfelves  iorrunate,  if,  in  attempting  to 
preferve  their  ungratefn!  fellow  citizens,  they  do 
not  ruin  themfelves.  Their  prudence  will  be  called 
lafenefs'y  their  tko deration  guilt  %  and  if  their  virtue 
docs  not  lead  them  to  deftrudtlon,  as  that  of  many 
other  great  and  excellent  perfcns  has  done,  they 
may  furvive  to  receive  from  their  expiring  country 
the  mournful  glory  of  her  acknowledgment,  thag 
their  counfels,  if  regarded,  would  have  faved  her.  * 

The  conflitutional  mode?  of  obtaining  relief,  are 
thofe  which  I  wifh  to  fee  puifiied  on  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion  *,  that  is,  by  petitions  of  our  afiemblies,  or 
where  they  are  not  permitted  to  meet,  of  the  people, 
to  the  pov/ers  that  can  afford  us  relief. 

We  have  an  excellent  prince,  in  whofe  good  dif- 
pofitions  tniwards  us  we  may  confide.  We  have  a 
generous,  fenfible  and  humane  nation,  ro  whom 
we  may  apply.  They  may  be  deceived.  They 
may,  by  artful  men,  be  provoked  to  anger  againfl; 
U5.  I  cannot  believe  they  will  be  cruel  or  unjuft  ; 
or  that  their  anger  will  be  implacable.  Let  us  be¬ 
have  like  dutiful  chiiu.en,  who  have  received  un¬ 
merited  blows  from  a  beloved  parent.  Let  us  com¬ 
plain  to  our  parent;  bur  let  our  complaints  fpeakat 
the  fame  time  the  language  of  afflidtion  and  vene¬ 
ration. 


If,  however,  it  fliall  happen,  by  an  unfortunate 
courfe  of  .iffairs,  that  our  applications  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  and  the  parliament  for  redrefs,  prove  ineffec¬ 
tual,  let  us  THEN  take  another Jlep^  by  with-hold¬ 
ing  fiom  Creat-Britain  all  the  advantages  fhe  has 

bee;i 
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been  ufed  to  receive  from  us.  Then  let  us  try,  if 
pur  ingenuity,  induitry,  and  frugality,  will  not 
give  weight  to  our  ren.onftrances.  Let  us  all  be 
united  with  one  fpirit,  in  one  caufe.  Let  us  invent 
—let  us  ^work— let  us  *ave~let  us,  at  the  fame 
time,  keep  up  our  claim,  and  inccflantly  repeat  our 
complaints"— But,  above  a'l,  L'  us  implore  the  pro- 
tedion  of  that  infinitely  good  and  gracious  being,  * 

by  whom  kings  reign,  and  princes  decree  juftice.’? 

/  * 

Nil  defperandum, 

J^oihing  is  to  be  defpaircd  of. 


A  farmer; 

* 

*  -  k 
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LETTER  IV. 


Beloved  Countrymen^ 

A  N  obje^^ion,  I  hear,  has  been  made  againft 
^  what  I  offered  in  my  fecond  letter,  v/hich  I 
^culd  willingly  clear  up  belore  I  proceed.  There 
is,”  fiV  thefe  objeclors,  a  maji^ria!  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  ftamp-ali  and  the  late  a5t  for  laying  a  duty 
on  paper,  that  juftifies  the  conduft  of  thofe 
who  oppofed  the  iorfi^er,  and  yet  are  Vv^illing  to  fub- 
rrit  to  the  latter.  The  duties  impefed  by  twtfiamp- 
were  internal  ^  but  the  prefent  are  external^ 
and  therefore  the  parliament  may  haye  a  right  to 
impofe  them.” 

% 

To  this  I  anfwer,  with  a  total  denial  of  the 
power  of  parliament  to  lay  upon  thefe  colonies  any 
whatever. 

This  point,  being  fo  important  to  this,  and  to, 
fucceeding  generations,  I  wifh  to  be  clearly  under- 
itood . 

To  the  word  “  tax,"'  I  annex  that  meaning  which 
the  conlHtiition  and  hillory  of  England  require  to 

be 
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be  annexed  to  it;  that  is-—  that  It  is  an  impofitioa 
on  the  fu’ojeft,  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  levying  mo» 

-ney.  ’ 

In  the  early  ages  of  pur  monarchy,  certain  fer- 
yices  were  rendered  to  the  crown  for  the  general 
good.  Thefe  were  perfonal  *  :  but,  in  procefs  of 
time,  fuch  inftitutions  being  found  iiv  onvenienr, 
gi[ts&nd  grants  of  their  own  property  were  made  by 
the  people,  under  the  feveral  n..mes  of  aids,  talla¬ 
ges,  tafks,  taxes  and  fubfidi.-s,  tfc.  1  hefe  were 
made,  as  may  be  colledfed  even  from  the  names,  for 
public  Itrvice  upon  “  need  and  necelTity  -f.”  All 
thefe  fums  were  levied  upon  the  p-  ople  by  virtue 
of  their  voluntary  gift Their  defign  was  to  fup- 
'  '  '  poic 

It  is  very  worthy  of  remark,  how  watchful  our  wife  an- 
ceftors  were,  left  their  /evinces  fliould  be  encrearcd  beyond 
ivhat  the  law  allowed.  No  man  was  bound  to  y^o  out  of  the 
realm  to  ferve  the  Kinc^.  Therefore,  even  in  the  conquerinf^ 
reign  of  Henry  the  Fifths  when  the  martial  fpirit  of  th  nation 
was  highly  entlamtd  by  rhe  heroic  courage  of  their  Prince,  and 
by  his  great  luccefs,  they  liill  cara'ujly  guarded  againll  the  efta- 
blifliment  of  illegal  fervices.  “  When  this  point  (fays  Lord 
Chief  Ju dice  concern. ing  ma  ntenanceof  wars  out  of  Eng¬ 

land,  came  in  queflion,  the  commons  did  make  their  continuaL 
clahn  ihFw  antie?it  freedotn  birthright,  as  i  the  fiiu  of 
Henry  the  Fifth,  and  in  the  feventh  of  Flcnry  the  Fifth,  l£c.  the 
COMMONS  made  a  PRO 'PKS that  tbev  were  no’  t  ound  to  the 
maintenance  of  war  in  Scotland,  Ircla?td,  Calicc,  France,  Kcr- 
2nandy,  or  other  foreign  p)drts,  and  cauled  thei  ;  PRO  I  IvS'l  S  to 
be  entered  into  the  parhament  rolls,  where  they  yet  lemain  ; 
which,  in  cfFedt,  agreeT  with  that  whirh,  upon  like  cccafion, 
was  made  in  rhe  pariiament  of  25th  Bd'ixardM*'  2d  ln(l.  p.  528.' 

-Y  4th  inft.  p.  28. 

J  Freges  An^licT,  nihil  tale,  nijt  co7i'UOcatis  prifnis  ordinilns,  ci 
affeniiejite  populo  fufeipiunt .  Phil.  C  r> 1 1  i  n ( s . 

‘  'Ihcle  gilts  enurely  depending  on  the  pleafure  of  the  donors, 
were  proportioned  to  tlie  abilities  of  the  leveral  ranks  of  people 
who  gave,  and  wr-re  regulated  by  their  opinion  of  the  public  nc- 
cefTitie^.  Thus  Edwoard  1.  had  in  his  \  ith  year  a  ihiriicih  bom 
the  laity,  a  tn.vcntieth  from  the  clergy;  in  his  2 2d  year  a  (entk 

from 
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pprt  tbe  national  honour  and  interefl:.  Some  of  tbofe 
grants  comprehended  duties  arifingfrom  trade;  be¬ 
ing  impofts  on  merchandizes.  Thefe  Lord  Chi^f 
J.uftice  Coke  claffes  under  fjbfidies/’  and  par¬ 
liamentary  aids.*’  They  are  alfo  called  ^‘cuirornsd’ 
But  Vidiarever  the  name  was,  they  were  always  con- 
fidered  as  gifts  of  the  people  to  the  crown^  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  for  public  tfes. 

Commerce  was  at  a  low  ebb,  and  furprizing  in- 
flances  might  be  produced  how  little  it  was  attend¬ 
ed  to  for  a  fucceffion  of  ages.  The  terms  that  have 
been  mentioned,  and,  among  the  reft,  that  of 
had  obtained  a  national,  parliamentary 
tneaning,  drawn  from  the  principles  of  the  confti- 
tution,  long  betore  any  EngliJhmaniYiOu^t  oi  regu^ 
lations  of  trade ^  by  the  impofttion  of  duties^ 

from  the  laity,  a  fxth  from  Londm^  and  other  corporate  town?, 
half  of  their  benefices  from  the  clergy  ;  in  his  year  an  eleventh 

from  the  barons  and  others,  a  tenth  from  the  clergy^  a  fieventh 
fi  om  the  burgejfies^  Sec,  Himds  Hifi.  of  England, 

The  fame  difference  in  the  grants  of  the  feveral  ranks  is  ob- 
fervable  in  other  reigns. 

In  the  famous  ftatute  de  tallagio  non  concedendo,  the  king  enu¬ 
merates  the  feveral  claffes y  without  whofe  confent,  he  and  his 

heirs  never  fhould  fee  or  levy  any  tax - nullum  tallagiunty 

v>el  auxilium  per  nesy  vel  hceredes  nofros  in  regno  nofro  ponatur  fett 
levetuVy  fine  voluntate  et  affenfu  archiepifeoporumy  epifeoporumy 
coniitum,  baronuniy  militumy  burgenfuniy  et  aliorum  liberorum  com, 
de  regno  neftro,^'  34th  Edveard  I. 

Lord  Chief  Juhice  Cokcy  in  his  comment  on  thefe  words,  fays 

- - for  the  quieting  of  the  commons y  and  for  a  perpetual 

and  confant  lavj  for  ever  efter,  both  in  this  and  other  like 
CASES,  this  acl  was  made/'  “  Thefe  w'ords  are plaiuy  with¬ 
out  ANY  SCRUPLE,  alfolutCy  WITHOUT  ANY  SAVING,’*  zd 

Cohds  Inlh  p.  1:32,  533.  Little  did  the  venerable  judge  im^ 
gine,  that  other  like  cafes''  would  happen,  in  which  the  fpi- 
rit  of  this  law  would  be  defpifed  by  EngUJhmeny  the  poflerity  of 
thofe  who  made  it. 


Whenever 
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Whenever  we  fpcak  of  taxes  ”  among  Evig- 
lipmen^  let  us  therefore  fpeak  of  them  with  reference 
to  the  intentions  with  which,  and  the  principles  on 
which  they  have  been  eftabJifhed.  This  will  give 
certainty  to  our  expreffion,  and  fafcty  to  our  con- 
du6l :  but  if,  v/hen  we  have  in  view  the  liberty  of 
thefe  colonies,  and  the  influence  of  taxes  laid  with¬ 
out  our  confenr,  we  proceed  in  any  other  couri'e, 
we  purfue  a  Juno  indeed,  but  fhall  only  catch  a 
cloud. 

In  the  national,  parliamentary  fenfe  infifted  on, 
the  word  ‘‘  taxi"”  was  certainly  underftood  by  the 
congrefs  at  New-T'ork^  whofe  refolves  may  be  laid 
to  form  the  American  bill  of  rights.’* 

The  third,  fourth,  fifth  and  fixih  reiblves,  are 
thus  exprefled. 

III.  That  it  is  infeparahly  ejfential  to  the  free^- 
iom  of  a  people^  and  the  undoubted  right  of  Eyiglijh- 
men^  that  NO  TAX  be  impofed  on  them,  but  with 
their  own  confute  given  perfonally,  or  by  their  re- 
prefentatives.’* 

IV.  That  the  people  of  the  colonies  arc  nor, 
and,  from  their  local  circumftances,  cannot  be  re- 
prefented  in  the  houfc  of  commons  in  Great-Bri- 
iain"' 

V.  That  the  only  reprefentatives  of  the  people 
of  the  colonies,  are  the  peifons  chofen  therein  by 
themfelves  \  and  that  NO  TAXES  ever  have  been, 

*  The  Goddefs  of  Empire,  In  the  Heathen  Mythology;  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  ancient  tiblc,  IxIotz  purlued  her,  but  die  efcaped- 
in  a  cloud 

Jn  this  fenfe  Monle/quieu  ufes  the  word  “  tax,'^  in  his  13‘th 
book  of  Spirit  cf  Laujs, 


or 
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br  can  be  cbnftitutionaljy  impofed  on  them,  but  b^ 
their  refpedivelegiflatures.”  "  - 


VI,  ‘*  J  hat  ALL  fujjplies  to  the  cfown,  iDcing  free 
gilts  ot  the  people,  it  is  unreafonable,  and  inconfifteni 
with  the  principles  and  fpirit  of  the  Britifli  conjlitu- 
for  the  people  of  Great- Britain  to  grant  to  his 
Majefty  the  properly  of  the  colonies.' 


3  3 


Here  is  no  diftindion  made  between  internal  and 
external  taxes;  It  is  evident  from  the  iliorc  reafon- 
ing  thrown  into  thefe  refolves,  that  every  impofitioit 
“  to  grant  to  his  Majefty  the  p/operty  of  the  colonies  f 
was  thought  a  tax;  and  that  every  inch  impofition, 
if  bid  any  other  w’ay,  but  “  with  their  confent,.  gia 
ven  perfonally,  or  by  their  reprefentatives,”  was 
•not  only  “  unreafonable,  and  inepnfiftent  with  the 
principles  and  fpirit  of  the  Britijh  confticution,”  but 
deftrudive  “  to  the  freedom  of  a  people.” 


33 


This  language  is  clear  and  important.  A  tax 
means  an  impofiiion  to  raife  money.  Such  perfons 
tnerefore  as  ipeak  of  internal  and  external  taxes,” 
i  pray  may  pardon  me,  it  1  objecl  to  that  expref- 
fion,  as  applied  to  the  privileges  and  interefts  of 
thefe  colonies.  There  may  be  internal  and  external 
IMPOSITIONS,  founded  0'i\  different  principles.^  and 
having  different  tendencies  ;  every  tax  ”  being  an 
impofiiion,  though  every  impofition  is  not  a'“  tax.’" 
But  all  taxes  are  founded  on  the  fame  principle  -p  and 
have  the  fame  tendency. 


rernal  impofitions,  finr  the  regulation  of  our 
trade,  do  not  grant  to  his  Majefty  the  property  of 
the  ccloniesd^  They  only  prevent  the  cclonies  acqui¬ 
ring  j.roperty^  in  things  not  neceifiry,  in  a  manner 
juojgcd  to  be  injurious  to  the  welfare  of  the  whole 
empire.  But  the  iaft  ftatute  refpedting  us,  ‘‘grants 


CO 
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to  his  Majefty  the  property  of  the  colonies^'  by  laylnp-' 
duties  on  the  manufadliires  of  Great- Eritmn  which 
they  MUST  take,  and  which  fhe  fettled  them,  on 
piirpofe  that  they  should  take.  ’ 


s  ? 


What  *  tan  can  be  more  internal  than  th; 
Here  is  money  drawn,  'Without  their  confent,  fn.m  a 

iociety, 

•  It  feems  to  be  evident,  that  hdr.  Pitt,  in  hi?  defence  of 
America,  during  the  debate  concerning  the  repeal  cf  the  ftarnp- 
arft,  by  “  internal  taxes,”  meant  any  duties  “  for  the  nurpo.'e  of 
railing  a  revenue and  hy  external  taxes,”  meant  “duties  im- 

regulation  of  trade.”  His  exprefiions  are  thefe _ 

“  If  the  gentleman  does  not  underdand  the  difference  between 
internal external  taxes,  I  cannot  help  it;  but  tiierc  is  a  plain 
diltinction  between  taxes  levied  for  the  pur. poses. of  raising 
A  REVE.NUE,  and  duties  impofed  for  the  regulation  of 

tr.ade,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  fubjea  ;  althouoh,  in  the 
lauw  revenue  might  incidentally  aii,e  horn  tiie 

Thefe  words  were  in  Mr.  Pitt’s  reply  to  Mr.  Grenville,  who 
laid  he  could  not  underlland  the  difFerence  between  external  and 

fpeech,  had  made  no 
iuch  diftinaion  ;  and  his  meaning,  when  he  mentions  the  di- 

Itinaion,  appeptobc - that  by  “  external  iuxts,”  he  in- 

.en.ed  impofitions  for  the  purpofe  of  regulating  the  intercourfe 
of  the  colonies  vyith  others ;  and  by  “  internaluxes.”  he  intend¬ 
ed  impofitions,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  money  from  them. 

In  every  other  part  of  bis  fpeeches  on  that  cccaliou,  his  words 
confirm  tms  conlfmaion  of  liis  exprelTion'.  I'he  following  ex- 

bufrVht*  Po'^^ve  and  general  were  his  alTeriions  of 

Itis  my  opinion  that  this  kingdom  has  no  right  to  Jay  a 

the''«“?r  r  "  Americans  are  the  sons,  Lt 

astards  of  England.  I  axatiok  is  no  part  of  thepe- 

or  legijlative  powcr.”_“  'fhe  /^Av,-arc  a  voluntary 
gift  grant  of fae  commons  alone.  In  legislation  the 
CHREE  ellates  of  the  realm  are  alike  concerned,  but  the  con- 

rFto  c'nf’^'-^L  'O  ‘'‘.''■AX,  is  only  necelfi- 

ry  to ciofe with  the  form  of  a  law.  The  gift  and  c ,<  a  nt  is  of 

thecoMMONs  ALONE.”— “ThedilJinc^lion  between  leoislat,- 

MOn"s  ncceffary  to  liberty."—''  The  cOM- 

rerLen^'%V'^’''f  •''^'cmblies,  have 

nX  of  of  ‘I'C  =-'«"'circ  of  this,  tlicir  conftitutioual 

%  1  of  GIVING  and  granfing  their  own  .monet.  They 

^VQuld 
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fociety,  who  have  condantly  enjoyed  a  cohflitution- 
al  mode  of  raifing  all  money  among  themfelveScj 
The  payment  of  this  tm  they  have  no  pofTible  me¬ 
thod  of  avoiding;  as  they  cannot  do  without  the 
commodities  on  which  it  is  laid,  and  they  cannot 
manufafture  thefe  commodities  themfelVes,  Be- 
fides,  if  this  unhappy  country  (hould  be  fo  lucky  as 
to  elude  this  aft,  by  getting  parchment  enough,  in 
the  place  of  paper,  or  by  reviving  the  antient  rne- 
thod  of  writing  on  wa:^c  and  hark^  and  by  inventing 
fomething  to  fetve  inflead  of  glafs,  her  ingenuity 
would  ftand  her  in  little  (lead  ;  for  then  the  parlia¬ 
ment  would  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  prohibit  fuch 
manufadlures,  or  to  lay  a  tax  on  hats  and  woollcT/m 
cloths^  which  they  have  already  prohibited  the  co\o- 
x\\^^  fvoTii  fupplyin^  edch  otbev  with  \  or  on  inftrd* 
ments  and  tools  of  fteel  and  iron^  which  they  have 
prohibited  the  provincials  from  manufacturing  at 


ir^voiild  ha^ve  been  SLAVES,  if  they  had  not  enjoyed  it*  ^ 
idea  of  a  virtual  reprefentation  of  America  in  this  houfe,  is  the 
iTioft  contemptible  idea  that  ever  entered  into  the  head  of  man. 
It  does  not  deferve  a  ferious  refutation.’’  ^  ^ 

He  afterwards  (hews  the  unreafonablenefs  of  Great  Britain 

taxino-  America,  thus - Vhen  I  had  the^  honour  of 

his  Majelty,  1  availed  mvfelf  of  the  means  of  information,  which 
1  derived  from  my  office:  I  speak  therefcre^  from  know¬ 
ledge.  My  materials  were  good.  I  was  at  pains  to  colleSf,  to 
to  confider  them  ;  and  Invillbe  hold  to  afirn;.,  that  the  pront 
xfOreat-Britain  from  the  trade  of  the  colcir.es,  through  all  its 
branches,  is  two  mielions  a  year,  fhis  is  the  fund  that 
carried  you  triumphantly  tlirough  the  iail  war.  The  ellates  that 
were  rented  at  two  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  threefcore  years  ago, 
fae  at  three  thoufand  pounds  at  preferlt.  Thofe  eilates  fold  then 
from  fifteen  to  eighteen  years  purchafe  ;  the  fame  may  now  be 
fold  for  thirty.  You  owE  this  to  America.  This  is  the 

TRICE  THAT  America  PAYS  you  FOR  her  protection. 

_ “  I  dare  not  fav  how  much  higher  thefe  profits  may  be 

jiuomcnted.” - ‘‘Upon  the  whole, ‘‘I  will  beg  leave  to  tell 

the'  houfe  what  is  really  my  opinion;  it  is,  that  the  ftamp*aa  be 
Tcoerded  abf  dutcly,  totally,  and  immediately.  1  hat  the  realon 
for  the  repeal  be  aifiEncd,  bccaule  it  was  founded  on  anER- 

KONEOU  S  PR  I  NC  1  FEE,’  . 

all : 
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a//*:  And  then,  what  Jittle'gold  and  filvcr  thejr 
have,  muft  be  torn  from  their  hands,  or  they  will 
not  be  able,  in  a  (hort  time,  to  get  an  axf,  for 
cutting  their  firewood,  nor  a  plough,  for  raifing 
their  food.  In  what  refpecf,  therefore,  1  beg  leave 
to  afic,  is  the  late  adt  preferable  to  the  ftamp-adl, 
or  more  con fiftent  with  the  liberties  of  the  colonies  ? 
For  my  own  part,  I  regard  them  both  with  equal 
apprehenfion ;  and  think  they  ought  to  be  in  the 
fame  manner  oppofed. 

llahemus  quidem  fenatus  confultum^ - tanquam 

gladium  in  vagina  repofitum. 

We  have  a  ftatute,  laid  up  for  future  ufe,  like  a 
fword  in  the  fcabbard. 

A  FARMER. 


*  “  And  that  pig  and  bar  iron,  made  in  his  Majefly’s  colonies 
in  America^  may  be  furthfr  manufacturer  in  this 
KINGDOM,  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that 
from  and  after  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  1750.  no  ?nill,  or 
/)ther  e?tgine,  (or  Jifting  or  rolliftg  iron,  ox  plating  for 
to  work  with  a  tilt  hammer,  or  any  furnace  for  tnaking  feel,  lhall 
be  ere6led  ;  or,  after  fuch  ere^lion,  continued  in  any  of  his 
Majesty’s  COLONIES  in  America.”  23d  IT,  chap, 

29,  9. 

f  Though  thefe  particulars  are  mentioned  as  being  abfolutely 
necefTary,  yet  perhaps  they  are  not  more  fo  than  glafs  in  our 
levere  winters,  to  keep  out  the  cold  from  our  houfes ;  or  than 
paper,  without  which  fuch  inexpreffiblc  confufions  mufl  enfue. 
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LETTER  V. 


Beloved  Countrymen^ 

E  R  FT  A  P  S  the  objedlion  to  the  late  acTt,  im- 
pofing  duties  upon  paper,  might  have 
been  lafdy  retied  on  the  argument  drawn  from  the 
univerfal  conduct  of  parliaments  and  minifters,  from 
the  firfb  exitlence  of  thefe  colonies,  to  the  admini-* 
•flration  of  Mr,  Cree7iviUe. 

What  but  the  indifputable,  the  acknowledged  ex- 
clufiye  right  of  the  colonies  to  tax  themfelves,  could 
be  the  reafon,  that  in  this  long  period  of  more  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  no  ftatute  was  ever 
paffird  for  the  Ible  purpofe  of  raifing  a  rev^enue  on 
the  colonies.^  And  how  clear,  how  cogent  mud  that 
reafon  be,  to  which  every  parliament,  and  every 
ininider,  for  fo  long  a  time  fubmitted,  witliout  a 
fingle  attempt  to  innovate  ? 

EjjgJand,  in  part  of  that  courfe  of  years,  and 
Great-Britain^  in  other  parts,  was  engaged  in  feve- 
ral  fierce  and  expenfive  wars;  troubled  with  lome 
tumultuous  and  bold  parliaments  *,  governed  by 
many  daring  and  wicked  minifters;  yet  none  ot 
them  ever  ventured  to  touch  the  Palladium  ot  Jme- 

rican  liberty.  Ambition^  avarice,  fadlion,  tyranny, 

^  all 
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all  revered  it.  Whenever  it  was  necefiary  to  raife 
money  on  the  colonies,  the  requifitions  of  the  crowa 
were  made,  and  dutifully  complied  with.  The  ' 
parliament,  from  time  to  lime,  regulated  thur  trade, 
and  that  of  the  reft  of  the  empire,  to  preferve 
their  dependence,  and  the  connection  of  the  whole 
in  good  order. 

The  people  of  Grcat-Britamy  in  fupporc  of  their 
privileges,  boaft  much  of  their  antiquity.  It  is 
true  they  are  antienti  yet  it  may  well  be  queftion- 
ed,  if  there  is  a  Tingle  privilege  of  a  Britifh  fubjeCt, 
lupported  by  longer,  more  folemn,  or  more  unin¬ 
terrupted  teftimony,  than  the  exclufive  right  of 
taxation  in  thefe  colonies.  The  people  of  Great- 
Britain  confider  that  kingdom  as  the  fovereign  of 
thefe  colonies,  and  v'ould  now  annex  to  that  fo- 
vercignty  a  prer.  gative  never  heard  of  bt  f  re.  How 
would  they  bear  this,  was  the  cafe  their  own  ?  What 
would  they  think  ot  a  new  prerogative  claimed  by 
the  crown?  We  may  guefs  what  their  conduct 
would  be,  from  the  tranf{)orts  of  paffion  into  which 
they  fell  about  the  late  embargo,  though  laid  ro  re¬ 
lieve  the  moft  emergent  neceffities  of  (late,  admit¬ 
ting  of  no  delay-,  and  for  which  there  were  nume¬ 
rous  precedents.  Let  our  liberties  be  treated  with 
the  fanae  cendernefs,  and  it  is  all  we  defire. 

# 

Explicit  as  the  ccoduft  of  parliaments,  for  fo 
rnany  ages,  is,  to  prove  that  no  money  can  be  le¬ 
vied  on  thefe  colonies  by  parliamcnr,  for  the  pur- 

pofeof  raifing  a  revenue,  yet  it  is  not  the  only  evi¬ 
dence  in  our  favour. 

Every  one  of  the  moff  material  arguments  againfl: 
the  legality  of  the  Jiamp-aii',  operates  vvith  equal 
'force  againO;  the  ad  now  objeded  to 5  but  as  they 
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are  well  known,  it  (eems  unnecellary  to  repeat  5  | 
them  here.  i 


This  general  one  only  fhall  be  confidered  at  pre- 
fent :  That  though  thefe  colonies  are  dependent  on 
Great- Britain  ;  and  though  fhe  has  a  legal  power  to 
make  laws  for  preferving  that  dependence  ;  yet  it  is 
not  neceffary  for  this  purpofe,  nor  effential  to  the 
relation  between  a  mother  country  and  her  colonies, 
as  was  eagerly  contended  by  the  advocates  for  the 
fiamp-a^^  that  fhe  fhould  raife  money  on  them 
without  their  confent* 

Colonies  were  formerly  planted  by  warlike 
tions,  to  keep  their  enemies  in  awe;  to  relieve  their 
country  uvcrburthened  with  inhabitants;  or  to  dif- 
charge  a  nuinber  of  difcontented  and  troublefome 
citizens.  But  in  more  modern  ages,  the  fpirit  of 
violence  being,  in  fome  meafure,  it  the  expreffidn 
may  be  allowed,  (heathed  in  commerce,  colonies 
have  been  fettled  by  the  nations  of  Europe  for  the 
purpofrs  of  trade.  Thefe  purpofes  were. to  be  at¬ 
tained,  by  the  colonies  raifing  for  their  mother  - 
country  thofe  things  which  flie  did  not  produce 
herfelf ;  and  by  iiipplying  chemfelves  from  her  with 
things  they  wanted.  Thefe  were  the  national  ob- 
jeuls  in  the  commencement  of  our  colonies,  and 
liave  been  uniformly  fo  in  their  promotion. 


I 
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To  anfvver  thefe  grand  purpoles,  perfect  liberty 
was  known  to  be  neceiTary  ;  all  hiftory  proving,  that 
trade  and  freedom  are  nearly  related  to  each  other. 
By  a  due  regard  to  this  wife  and  jult  plan,  the  in- 
lant  colonies,  expofed  in  the  unknown  climates  and 
unexploied  wildcrneffes  ot  this  new  world,  lived, 
grew,  andiflourilhecL 
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The  parent  country,  with  undeviating  prudence 
and  virtue,  attentive  to  the  firft  principles  of  colo¬ 
nization,  drew  to  herfelf  the  benefits  flie  might  rea- 
fonably  expedt,  and  preferved  to  her  children  the 
blelling'^,  on  vvhich  thofe  benefits  were  founded. 
She  made  laws,  obliging  her  colonies  to  carry  to 
her  all  thofe  produfts  which  fire  wanted  for  h  r  own 
life;  and  all  thofe  raw  materials  which  fhe  chofe 
herfelf  to  work  up.  Befides  this  reftiiftion,  fhe 
forbad  them  to  procure  manufactures  from  any  other 
part  of  the  globe,  or  even  the  froduEts  of  European 
countries,  which  alone  could  rival  her,  without  be- 
ing  firft  brougnt  to  her.  In  fhort,  by  a  variety  of 
laws,  fhe  regulated  their  trade  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
Ihe  thought  moft  conducive  to  their  mutual  advan- 
tage,  and  her  own  welfare.  A  power  was  referved 
to  the  crown  of  repealing  any  laws  that  fliould  be 
enadted:  the  authority  of  government  was 

alfo  lodged  in  the  crown,  and  its  reprefentatives;  and 
an  appeal  was  fecured  to  the  crown  from  all  iudo-- 

ments  in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice.  ° 


For  all  thefe  powers,  eftablifhed  by  the  mother 
country  over  the  colonies  ;  for  all  thefe  immenf- 
ernoiuments  derived  by  her  from  them  ;  for  all  their 
difficulties  and  diflreffe^  in  fixing  themfelves,  what 
was  the  recompence  made  them?  A  communication 
of  her  rights  in  general,  and  particularly  of  that 
great  one,  the  foundation  of  all  the  rcfi— that  their 
property,  acquired  with  fo  much  pain  and  hazard, 
Ihould  be  difpofed  of  by  none  but  *  themfelves-— - 
or,  ro  ufethe  beautiful  and  emphatic  language  of  the 
lacred  fcripturesf,  “  that  they  fliould' fit  every  man 


•  ‘‘ThcDOwer  of  taxing  themfelves, 
M  t\.c  EngliJh  were,  wfr  h  reason 
Uttme  s  H,f.  of  England. 
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under  his  vine,  snd  under  his  fig-tree,  and  none 

SHOULD  MAKE  THEM  AFRAID.” 

Can  any  man  of  candour  and  knowledge  deny, 
that  thefe  inftitutions  forman  affinity  between  Great- 
Britain  and  her  colonies,  that  Efficiently  fecures 
their  dependence  upon  her?  Or  that  for  her  to  levy 
taxes  upon  them,  is  to  reverfe  the  nature  of  things  ? 
Or  that  ffie  can  purfue  fuch  a  meafure,  without  re¬ 
ducing  then!  to  a  ftate  of  vaflalage  ? 

If  any  perfen  cannot  conceive  the- fupremacy  of 
Great-Bri.'ain  to  exifr,  without  the  power  ot  laying 
taxes  to  levy  money  upon  us,  the  hiftory  ot  the  co-' 
lonies,  and  of  Great-Brilain,  finre  their  fettlement, 
will  piove  the  contrary.  He  will  there  find  the 
amazing  advantages  arifing  to  her  from  them---— - 
the  confitant  exercifs  of  her  fupremacy,  and 
their  filial  fubmiffion  to  ir,  without  a  fingle  rebel¬ 
lion,  or  even  the  thought  of  one,  from  their  firtc 

emigration  to  this  moment . And  all  thefe  things 

have  happened,  without  one  inftance  of  Great-Bri- 
tain's,  laying  taxes  to  levy  money  upon  them. 

How  many  *  Britijh  authors  have  demonftrated, 

that  the  prefent  wealth,  power  and  glory  of  their 

country, 


i 

•  It  has  been  faid  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  when  com¬ 
plaints  have  been  made  of  the  decay  of  trade  to  any  part  o?  Eu¬ 
rope  “That  fuch  things  were  not  worth  regard,  as  f'rra.- 
liritain  was  poffeffed  of  colonies  that  could  confume  more  of  her 

nianufaaures  than  fhe  was  able  to  fupply  them  with. 

“  As  the  cafe  now  ftands.  we  fnall  fhew  that  the 

are  a  fprino  of  nvealth  to  this  nation,  that  they  >u:ork  tor  us,  tliar 

their  Ucafure  centers  all  here,  and  that  the  laws  have 

fall  enough  to  us;  fo  that  it  muft  be  through  our  own  fault  and 

mifmanagement,  if  they  become  independent  of 

^  Dave N ANT  the  Plantattcn  Iiein  -. 

“  It  is  belter  that  the  illands  (hould  be  fuppiicd  from  the  Nor¬ 
thern  Colonies  than  from  England-,  for  this  leafon,  the  prov'- 
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country,  are  founded  upon  thefe  colonies  ?  As  con- 
ftantiy  as  ftreams  tend  to  the  ocean,  have  they  been 
pouring  the  fruits  of  all  their  labours  into  their  mo- 
•  ther’s  lap.  Good  heaven !  and  fhall  a  total  oblivion 

of 

lions  vve  might  fend  to  Barhados,  Jajnaicay  ^c.  would  be  un- 
impro'-vcd  produd  of  the  earth,  as  grain  of  all  kinds,  or  fuch  pro- 
dud  where  there  is  little  got  by  the  improvement,  as  malt,  fait 
beef  and  pork ;  indeed,  the  exportation  of  fait  fifh  thither  would  be 
more  advantageous,  but  thegoods  which  we  fend  to  the  Northern 
Colonies y  are  luch,  whofe  impro've7nent  may  be  juftly  laid,  one 
with  another,  to  be  near  four  fifths  of  the  value  of  the  nsjhoh 
commodity y  as  apparel,  houlhold  furniture,  and  many  other 
things.’^  ^  Idem. 

“  hieus-England  is  the  mod  prejudicial  plantation  to  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Englajid'y  and  yet,  to  do  right  to  that  mod  induftrious 
Eyiglijh  zo\oc\y y  I  mult  confefs,  that  though  we  lofe  by  their  un¬ 
limited  trade  with  other  foreign  plantations,  yet  we  are  very 
great  gainers  by  their  dired  trade  to  and  from  Old  England. 
Our  yearly  exportations  oF  EngliJJs  manufadures,  malt  and  other 
goods,  from  hence  thither,  amounting,  in  my  opinion,  to  ten 
tunes  the  value  of  what  is  imported  from  thence;  which  calcu¬ 
lation  1  do  not  make  at  random,  but  upon  mature  confideratiofiy 
and,  perad venture,  upon  as  much  experience  in  this  ^ery  trade y 
as  any  other  perfon  will  pretend  to;  and  therefore,  whenever  re¬ 
formation  of  our  correfpondency  in  trade  with  that  people  lha!I 
be  thougnt  on,  it  will,  in  my  poor  judgment,  require  great 
ten  DERIvJESS,  andVERY  SERIOUS  CIRCUMSPECTION.” 

sir  JosiAH  Child’s  D-ifeourfe  on  Erade, 

“  Our  plantations  fpend  moftly  our  inanutadu  es,  and 

tnofe  of  all  forts  almofi  imaginablcy  in  egregious  qua/ititiesy  and 
employ  near  /wo  thirds  of  all  our  Englilh  ;  lb  that  vve 

have  more  people  in  Englandy  by  reafon  of  our  plantations  in 
America,  Idemt 

bir  JosiAH  Child  fays,  in  another  part  of  his  work,  “That 
not  more  than  fifty  faiiiilies  are  maintained  in  England  by  the 
refining  of  fugar.”  From  whence,  and  from  Da^venant 

fays,  it  is  plain,  that  the  advantages  here  faid  to  be  derived  from 
the  plantations  by  Englandy  mull  be  meant  chiefly  of  the  conti¬ 
nental  colonies. 

“•  I  Iball  fum  up  my  whole  remarks  on  our  American  colonies, 
w'ith  this  obfervation,  that  as  they  are  a  certain  annual  revenue 
of  feveral  millions  llerling  to  their  mother  country,  they  ought 
carefully  to  be  proteded,  duly  encouraged,  and  every  opportvi- 
nity  that  prefents,  improved  tor  their  increment  and  advantage, 
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of  former  tenderneffes  and  bleffings,  be  fpread  over 
the  minds  of  a  good  and  wife  nation,  by  the  fordid 
arts  of  intriguing  men,  who,  covering  their  fclfifh 
projedls  under  pretences  of  public  good,  firft  enrage 

their 


as  everyone  they  can  poffibly  reap,  muft  at  lafl:  return  to  us  with 
intereft/^  Beawes’s  Lix  Merc.  Re^. 

We  may  fafely  advance,  that  our  trade  and  navigation  are 
greatly  encreafed  by  our  colonies,  and  that  they  really  are  a 
fource  of  treafure  and  naval  power  to  this  kingdom,  fince  they 
fwork  for  us,  and  their  treafure  centers  here.  Before  their  fetc'e- 
ment,  our  manufa6lures  were  few,  and  thofe  but  indifferent;  the 
number  of  Englijh  merchants  very  fmall,  and  the  whole  {hip¬ 
ping  of  the  nation  much  inferior  to  what  now  belongs  to  the 
Northern  Colonies  only.  E'hefe  are  certain  fads.  But  fince 
their  effablifhment,  our  condition  has  altered  for  the  better,  al- 
mofl;  to  a  degree  beyond  credibility. — Our  manufactures 
are  prodigioufly  encreafed,  chiefly  by  the  demand  for  them  in  the 
plantations,  where  they  at  least  takeoff  one  half,  and 
fupply  us  with  many  valuable  commodities  for  exportation,  which 
is  as  great  an  emolument  to  the  mother  kingdom,  as  to  the 
plantations  .themfelves.” 

Postleth w A  V t’s  Uni‘v.  Did.  ofE’rade  and  Commerce. 

“  Moff  of  the  nations  of  Europe  have  interfered  with  us,  more 
or  lefs,  in  divers  of  our  ftaple  manufactures,  within  half  a  cen¬ 
tury,  not  only  in  our  woollen,  but  in  our  lead  and  tin  manu¬ 
factures,  as  well  as  our  fifheries.  Post  l  ethvvayt,  ibia. 

“  The  inhabitants  of  our  colonies,  by  carrying  on  a  trade 
with  their  foreign  neighbours,  do  not  only  occaflon  a  greater 
quantity  of  the  goods  and  merchayidisces  o/*  Europe  being  fent  from 
hence  to  them,  and  a  greater  quantity  of  the  produCt  of  America 
to  be  fent  from  them  hither,  nxjhich  nsjould  othernxife  be  carried^ 
from,  and  brought  to  Europe  by  foreigners,  but  an  jnereafe  of 
the  leamen  and  navigation  in  thofe  parts,  which  is  of  great 
flrength  and  fecurity,  as  well  as  of  great  advantage  to  our  plan¬ 
tations  in  general.  And  though  foine  of  our  colonies  are  not  only 
fof  preventing  the  importations  of  all  goods  of  the  fame  fpecies  they 
produce,  bat  fuffer  particular  planters  to  keep  great  runs  of  land  in 
their  pof'efflon  micultinjated,  with  defign  to  prevent  new  l^ctle- 
ments,  wiiereby  they  imagine  the  prices  of  their  comrnoditjcs 
may  be  affeCled ;  yet  if  it  be  confidered,  that  the  markets  of 
Great-Britain  depend  on  the  markets  of  all  Europe  in  general, 
and  that  the  European  markets  in  general  depend  on  the  propor¬ 
tion  between  the  annual  confutnption  and  the  nxhole  quantity  o 


(  41  ) 

their  countrymen  Into  a  frenzy  of  paflion,  and  then  - 
advance  their  own  influence  and  iniereft,  by  grati-  , 
fying  the  paflion,  which  they  themfelvcs  have  bafcly 

excited. 


Hitherto 

Cflch  rpecies  annually  produced  by  all  Jidtlons  \  it  mun:  follow, 
that  whether  we  or  foreigners  are  the  producers,  carriers^  im¬ 
porters  and  exporters  of  American  produce,  yet  their  relpedive 
prices  in  each  colony^  (the  diiferenceof  freight,  cuftoms  and  im¬ 
portations  confidered)  will  always  bear  proportion  to  x.\\e  general 
ccnjumpiicn  the  ^juhole  quantity  each  fort,  produced  in  all 
colonies,  and  in  all  parts,  allowing  only  for  the  ulual  contingen¬ 
cies  that  trade  and  commerce,  agriculture  and  manufa<ldures, 
are  liable  to  in  all  countries.’^  Postlethw  a  yt,  ibid. 

“  It  is  certain,  that  from  the  very  time  Sir  Walter  Raleigh, 
the  father  of  onr  Englijh  colonics,  and  his  a/Tociates,  firlt  pro- 
jeded  thefe  ertablifhments,  there  have  been  perfons  who  have 
found. an  intereft,  in  jnifreprefenting,  or  lelibning  the  value  of 

- I  he  attempts  were  called  chimerical  and  dangerous. 

Afterwards  many  malignant  fuggeftions  were  made  about  facri- 
heing  fo  many  Englijloitien  to  the  obUinate  defire  of  fettling  co¬ 
lonies  in  countries  which  then  produced  very  little  advantage. 
But  as  theJe  difficulties  were  gradually  furmounted,  ihofe  com¬ 
plaints  vanidied.  No  fooner  were  thefe  la?nentalions  over,  but 
others  aroQ;  in  their  Ihead  ;  when  it  could  be  no  longer  faid,  that 
the  colonies  were  ufelefs,  it  was  alledged  that  they  were  not  ufe- 
ful  enough  to  their  mother  country ;  that,  while  we  wei  e  loaded 
with  taxes  they  were  abfolutely  free?  that  the  planters  lived 
\\V^  princes,  while  the  inhabitants  of  EnglajidYd^oxsc^A  bard  for 
a  tolerable  fubfidence.’’  Postlet n wa yt,  ibid. 

“  Before  the  letdement  of  thefe  colonies,”  fays  Poflethnxiayt, 
“  our  manufactures  were  few,  and  thofe  but  indiltcrcnt.  In 
thofe  days  we  had  not  only  our  naval  (lores,  but  our  lliips  from 
our  neighbours.  Germany  furniffied  us  with  all  things  made  of 
inetal,  even  to  naiis.  Wine,  paper,  linen«:.  and  a  thouiand 
otiur  things  came  from  France.  Portugal  fupplied  us  with 
fuear ;  all  tne  producls  of  America  were  poured  into  us  from 
Spain  ;  and  the  Venetians  and  Genoe/e  ictailed  to  us  the  commo¬ 
dities  of  the  Eaf -Indies,  at  their  own  price.” 

“  If  it  te  alked,  whether  foreigners,  for  what  goods  they 
take  of  us,  do  not  pay  on  that  confumpiion  a  great  portion  of 
our  taxes?  Jt  is  admitted  they  do.” 

P  o  s  T  L  E  T  H  w  A  Y  T ’s  Gveat-B ritain^^  V rue  Syjlcm^ 
“  if  vve  are  afraid  that  one  day  or  other  the  colonies  vviil  re- 

vulr, 


Great-Britain  has  been  contented  with 
her  profperity.  Moderation  has  been  the  rule  of 
her  condud.  But  now,  a  generous,  humane  peo¬ 
ple,  that  fo  often  has  protefted  the  liberty  of  Jlran- 
gers,  is  inflamed  into  an  attempt  to  tear  a  privilege 

from 


lolt,  and  fet  up  for  themfelves,  as  fome  feem  to  apprehend,  let 
us  not  dri^'e  them  to  a  necejjity  to  feel  themfelves  independent  of 
us  ;  as  they  will  do,  the  moment  they  perceive  that  THEY 
CAN  BE  SUPPLIED  WITH  ALLTHINGS  FROM  WITH- 
IN  THEMSELVES,  and  do  not  need  oar  affiflance.  If  we 
would  keep  them  hill  dependent  upon  their  mother  country,, 
and,  in  fome  refpedls,  fuhfer'uicnt  to  her  wiewus  and  welfare  ;  let 
us  make  it  their  interest  always  to  be  foP’ 

.  ^  Tucker  frade4 

Our  colonies,  whiie  they  have  Englijh  blood  in  their 
veins,  and  have  relations  in  England^  and  while  they  can 
GET  BY  TRADING  WITH  US,  the  frongev  and  greater  they 
grow,  the  more  this  cro^-wn  and  kingdom  will  get  by  them  ;  and 
nothing  but  fuch  an  arbitrary  power  as  lhail  make  them  delpe- 
rate,  can  bring  them  to  rebel.” 

D  A  V  E  N  A  N  T  Plantation  T rade. 

The  Noithein  coionies  are  not  upon  the  fame  footing  as 
thofe  of  the  South  ;  and  having  a  worle  foil  to  improve,  they 
mull  find  the  reconipence  feme  other  way,  which  only  can  be  in 
property  and  dominion  ;  Upon  which  fcore,  any  innovations 
in  the  form  of  government  there,  Ihould  be  cautioully  examined, 
for  fear  of  entering  upon  meafures,  by  which  the  induftry  of  the 
inhabitants  be  quite,  diicouraged.  ’Tis  always  unfortunate 
for  a  people,  either  by  consent,  or  upon  compulsion,  to  de¬ 
part  from  their  primitive  institutions,  and  those  fun¬ 
damentals,  by  which  they  were  first  united  toge- 
t  H  E 

1  he  moO;  cfFeflnal  way  of  uniting  the  colonies,  is  to  make 
it  their  common  intered  to  oppofe  the  defigns  and  attempts  of 
Great-  B  ritai  n . 

“  All  wife  dates  will  well  confider  how  to  preferve  the  ad¬ 
vantages  arifing  from  colonics,  and  avoid  the  evils.  And  I  con¬ 
ceive  ihat  theie  can  be  but  two  ways  in  nature  to  hinder  them 
from  throwing  off  their  dependence  ;  one,  to  keep  it  out  of  their 
po-wer,  and  ihe  other,  out  of  their  tv/7/.  The mud  be  by 
force  ;  and  the  latter,  by  iif7igthcm  well,  and  keeping  them  em¬ 
ployed  in  fuch  produflions,  and  making  fuch  manufa^Iures,  as 
will  fupp'^Tt  themfelves  and  families  comfortably,  and  procure 
them  wealth  too^  and  at  lead  not  prejudice  their  mother  country. 

“  Force 
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from  her  own  children,  which,  if.exccuted,  mufl, 
in  their  opinion,  fink  them  into  flaves  i  and  for 
WHAT?  For  a  pernicious  power,  not  neceflary  to 
her,  as  her  own  experience  may  convince  her*,  but 
horribly  dreacful  and  detefiable  to  them. 

•It  Teems  extremely  probable,  that  when  cool,  dif- 
pafTionate  pofterity,  fhall  confider  the  nfFe(5lionate 
intercourfe,  the  reciprocal  benehts,  and  the  uiiful- 
pedling confidence,  that  have  Tubfified  between  th^wlc 

‘‘  Force  can  never  be  ufeci  cfFe^lually  to  aniwer  the  end, 
ucithout  deftroying  the  colonies  thcjnfeFoes.  Liberty  and  encou¬ 
ragement  are  necefTary  to  carry  people  thither,  and  to  keep 
together  when  they  are  there  ;  and  violence  will  hinder  both. 
Any  body  of  troops,  conhdcrablc  enougli  to  awe  them,  and 
keep  them  in  fubjeclio'^,  under  the  direction  too  of  a  needy  go¬ 
vernor,  often  fent  thither  to  make  his  fortune,  and  at  fuch  a 
didance  from  any  application  f(T  redrefs,  vill  foon  put  an  end  to 
all  planting,  and  leave  the  country  to  the  foldters  alone,  and 
if  it  did  not,  nxculd  eat  up  all  the  profit  of  the  colony.  1  or  this 
reafon,  arbitrary  countries  have  not  been  equally  luccefsful  in 
planting  colonies  with  free  ones  ;  and  what  they  have  done  in 
that  kind,  has  either  been  by  force,  at  a  vad  expence,  or  hy  de¬ 
parting^  from  the  nature  of  their  gO'-vertiment^  ginjing  fuch  pri- 
njiltges  to  planters  as  were  denied  to  their  other  JuhjeSis.  And  I 
dare  fay,  that  a  fevv  prudent  laws,  and  a  little  prudent  condut^f, 
w'ould  foon  give  us  far  the  greatell  fliare  of  the  riches  of  all 
America^  perhaps  drive  many  of  other  nations  out  of  it,  or 

into  our  colonies  for  flielter.  * 

“  There  are  fo  many  exigencies  in  all  {late'!,  fo  many  foreign 
nvars^  and  domefic  difurbances,  that  thefe  col  rnies  can  never 
WANT  OPPOR.1  UNI T  I  ES,  if  tlicy  watch  for  them,  to  do  ^ojhat 
they  Jh  all  find  their  inter  eft  to  do\  and  therefore  vve  ought  to  take 
ali  the  precautions  in  out  power,  that  it  fltall  never  be  their  in- 
ierefi  to  aid  againfl  that  of  their  native  country,  an  evil  whiv.h 
can  no  otherwife  be  averted,  than  by  keeping  fully  etnpioycd 
in  luch  trades  as  nvill  increaje  their  o^tviiy  as  well  as  our  wealth  j 
for  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  if  we  do  not  find  employment  for 
theniy  they  may  hnd  it  for  us.  J  he  interell  of  tne  mother  coun¬ 
try,  ts  always  to  keep  them  dependent,  and  fo  employed  ;  and 
it  requires  all  her  addrefs  to  do  it ;  and  it  i*'  certainly  more  eafly 
and  effectually  done  by  gentle  and  infenfihle  metiiods,^  than  oy 
poveer  alone."  Cato  s  Lettci s ^ 
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colonies  and  their  parent  country,  for  fuch  a  length 
of  time,  they  will  execrate,  with  the  bittereft  curfes 
the  infamous  memory  of  thofe  men,  whofe  pefti! 
Jential  ambition  unnecelTarily,  wantonly,  firft  open¬ 
ed  the  fources  of  civil  difcord  between  them  ;  firft 
turned  their  love  into  jealoufy;  and  firft  taucrhc 

thefe  provinces,  filled  with  grief  and  anxiety,'^to 
enouire -  ■ 


Mens  uU  materna  eji  ? 
Where  is  maternal  affedion  ? 


1 


A  FARMER, 
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LETTER  VI. 

Beloved  Countrymen^ 

IT  may  perhaps  be  obje6ted  againft  the  arguments 
that  have  been  offered  to  the  public,  concerning 
the  legal  power  of  the  parliameiit,  that  it  has  al¬ 
ways  exercifed  the  power  of  impofing  duties,  for 
thepurpofes  of  raifing  a  revenue  on  the  produflions 
of  thefe  colonies  carried  to  Great -Britain^  which 
may  be  called  a  tax  on  them.’’  To  this  objeftion 
I  anfwer,  that  this  is  no  violation  of  the  rights  of 
the  colonies,  it  being  implied  in  the  relation  between 
them  and  Great -Britain^  that  they  fnould  not  carry 
fuch  commodities  to  other  nations,  as  fhould  enable 
them  to  interfere  with  the  mother  country.  The 
impofition  of  duties  on  thefe  commodities,  when 
brought  to  her,  is  only  a  confequence  of  her  paren¬ 
tal  right*,  and  if  the  point  is  thoroughly  examined, 
the  duties  will,  be  found  to  be  laid  on  the  people  of 
the  mother  country.  Whatever  they  are,  they 
muft  proportionably  raife  the  price  of  the  goods, 
and  confequently  muft  be  paid  by  the  confumers. 
In  this  light  they  were  confidered  by  the  parliament 
in  the  25th  Charles  II.  chap.  7,  fed:.  2,  which  fays, 
that  the  produdions  of  the  plantations  were  carried 
from  one  to  another,  free  from  all  cuftoms,  while 
the  fubjeds  of  this  your  king  lorn  of  England  have 
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paid  cufioms  and  impofttions  for  what  of  them 
have  been  spent  here,”  ifc. 

Befides,  ]f  Great-Brilain  tyi^oxt%  thefe  commo¬ 
dities  again,  the  duties  will  injure  her  own  trade, 
fo  that  Ihe  cannot  hurt  us,  without  plainly  and  im’ 
mediately  hurting  herfelf;  and  this  is  our  check 
againft  her  acting  arbitrarily  in  thisrefpe6l. 

It  may  be  perhaps  further  objeded,  that  it 
being  granted  that  ftatutcs  made  for  regulating 

♦  If  any  one  fliould  obferve  that  no  oppofition  has  been  made 
fo  thelegahty  of  the  4th  Geo,  111.  chap.  i  which  is  the  first 
aft  of  parliament  that  ever  impofed  duties  on  the  importations 
into  America  for  the  exprejjed purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue  there; 
lanfvver  hirft.  That  though  the  a£l  exprefly  mentions  the  rai- 
fmg  a  revenue  in  America,  yet  it  Teems  thac*it  had  as  much  in 
view  the  “  improving  and  fecuring  the  trade  between  the  fame 
and  Greaf-BritainA  which  words  are  part  of  its  title:  And  the 
preamble  fays,  “  Whereas  it  is  expedient  that  new  provilions 
and  regulations  fhould  be  eflablifhed  for  improving  the  revenue 
of  this  kingdom,  and  J'or  extending  and  fecuring  the  nanjigation 
and  commerce  between  Ureat-Britain,  and  your  Majeftys  dominions 
in  America,  which  by  the  peace  have  been  fo  happily  extended 
and  enlarged,  fifr.  Secondly,  All  the  duties  mentioned  in 
that  ad\  are  impofed  folely  on  the  produclions  and manufaSiures  of 
foreign  countries,  and  not  a  fingle  duty  laid  on  any  produdion 
or  manufadure  of  our  mother  countiy.  Thirdly,  The  autlr - 
rity  of  the  provincial  aflemblics  is  not  therein  fo  plainly  attacked 
as  by  the  lall  ad,  which  makes  provtlion  for  defraying-  the 
charges  of  the  adminiilbtion  of  juitice,”  and  “  the  fupport 
of  civil  government.”  Fourthly.  That  it  being  doubtful,  whc^ 
ther  the  intention  of  the  4th  Geo.  III.  chap.  1^5,  was  not  a? 
much  to  regulate  trade,  as  to  raife  a  renjenue,  the  minds  of  the 
people  here  weie^  wholly  engrolfed  by  the  terror  of  the  famb- 
aa,  then  impending  over  them,  about  the  intention  of  which 
there  could  be  no  doubt. 

Thefe  reafons  fo  far  diilinguifii  the  4th  Geo.  III.  chap.  15, 
from  the  lafc  ad,  that  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  fril 
lliould  have  been  fubmitted  to,  though  the  laft  fliould  excite  the 
mod;  univerfal  and  fpirited  oppofition.  For  this  will  be  found, 
on  the  dridei'l  examination,  to  be,  in  \be  principle  on  which  it  is 
founded,  and  in  \be  confcriuences  that  mult  attend  it,  if  poffible, 
more  dellrudivc  than  the  ftamp-ad.  It  is,  to  fpeak  plainly,  a 
prodigy  in  our  laws;  not  having  one  Briiijh  feature. 
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trade,  are  binding  upon  us,  it  will  be  difficult  for 
any  perfons,  but  the  makers  of  the  laws,  to  deter¬ 
mine,  which  of  them  are  made  for  the  regulating  of 
trade,  and  which  for  raifing  a  revenue;  and  that 
from  hence  may  arife  confufion.” 

To  this  I  anfwer,  that  the-objeffion  is  of  no  force 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  or  fuch  as  refemble  it;  becaufe 
the  aft  now  in  queftion,  is  formed  exprejiy  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue. 

However,  fuppofing  the  defign  of  parliament 
had  not  been  exprejfed^  the  objcdion  feems  to  me  of 
no  weight,  with  regard  to  the  influence  which  thole 
who  may  make  it,  might  expecl:  it  ought  to  have 
on  the  condudl  of  thefe  colonies. 

It  is  true,  that  impofttions  fcr  raifrng  a  revenue,  may 
be  hereafter  called  regulations  of  trade :  But  names 
will  not  change  the  nature  of  things.  Indeed  we 
ought  firmly  to  believe,  what  is  an  undoubted  truth, 
confirmed  by  the  unhappy  experience  of  many  (lates 
heretofore  free,  that  unless  the  most  watchful 

ATTENTION  BE  EXERTED,  A  NEW  SERVITUDE  MAV 
BE  SLIPPED  UPON  US,  UNDER  THE  SANCTION  OF 
USUAL  AND  RESPECTABLE  TERMS. 

Thus  the  C^fars  ruined  the  Roman  liberty,  un¬ 
der  the  titles  of  tribunitial  and  dictatorial  authori¬ 
ties - old  and  venerable  dignities,  known  in  the 

moft  flourifhins  times  of  freedom.  In  imitation  of 
the  fame  policy,  fames  II.  when  he  meant  to  eflab- 
lifli  popery,  talked  of  liberty  of  coiicience,  the 
moft  facred  of  all  liberties ;  and  had  thereby  aimoft 
deceived  the  Difi'encers  into  defti  uction. 

‘  All  artful  rulers,  who  ftrive  to  extend  the  r 
power  beyond  its  juft  limits,  endeavour  to  give  to 

their 
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their  attempts  as  much  femblance  of  legality  as 
poflible.  JThofe  who  fucceed  them  may  venture  to 
go  a  little  further ;  for  each  new  encroachment  will 
/  be  ftrengthened  by  a  former.  ‘‘  f  That  which  is 
now  fupported  by  examples,  growing  old,  will  be¬ 
come  an  example  itfelf,”  and  thus  fupport  frelh 
ufurpations. 

A  free  people  therefore  can  never  be  too  quick  in 
cbferving,  nor  too  6rm  in  oppofing  the  beginnings 
of  alteration  either  in  form  or  reality^  refpecting  in- 
ftitutions  formed  for  their  fecurity.  The  firft  leads 
to  the  laft :  Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  nothing  is  more 
certain,  than  that  the  forms  of  liberty  may  be  re¬ 
tained,  when  the  fubjtance  is  gone.  In  government, 
as  well  as  in  religion,  '‘'The  letter  killeth,  but  the 
fplril  giveth  life  J.” 

I  will  beg  leave  to  enforce  this  remark  by  a  few 
inftances.  The  crown,  by  the  conftitution,  has  the 
prerogative  of  creating  peers.  The  exiftence  of 
that  order,  in  due  number  and  dignity,  is  effential 
to  the  conftitution  *,  and  if  the  crown  did  not  exer- 
cife  that  prerogative,  the  peerage  muft  have  long 
fince  decreafed  fo  much  as  to  have  loft  its  proper  in¬ 
fluence.  Suppofe  a  prince,  for  fome  unjuft  pur- 
poles,  fhould,  from  time  to  time,  advance  fo  many 
needy,  profligate  wretches  to  that  rank,  that  all 
the  independance  of  the  houfe  of  lords  fhould  be 
deftroyed  ;  there  would  then  be  a  manifeft  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  conftitution,  under  the  appearance  of 
ufing  legal  prerogative. 

The  houfe  of  commons  claims  the  privilege  of 
forming  all  money  bills,  and  will  not  fuffer  either  of 
the  ocher  branches  of  the  legiflature  to  add  to,  or 
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nltCr  them ;  contending,  that  their  power  fimply 
extends  to  an  acceptance  or  rejection  of  them..  This 
privilege  appears  to  be  juft  :  But  under  pretence  of 
this  juft  privilege,  the  houfe  of  commons  has 
claimed  a  licence  of  tacking  to  money  bills,  claufes 
relating  to  things  of  a  totally  different  kind,  and 
thus  forcing  them  in  a  manner  on  the  king  and 
lords.  This  feems  to  be  an  abufe  of  that  privilege, 
and  it  may  be  vaftly  more  abufed.  Suppofe  a  fu¬ 
ture  houfe,  influenced  by  fome  difeontented  dema¬ 
gogues - in  a  time  of  danger,  fhould  tack  to  a 

money  bill,  fomething  fo  injurious  to  the  king  and 
peers,  that  they  would  not  aflfent  to  it,  and  yet  the 
commons  fhould  obftinately  infift  on  it*,  the  whole 
kingdom  would  be  expofed  to  ruin,  the  ap¬ 

pearance  of  maintaining  a  valuable  privilege. 

In  thefe  cafes  it  miniht  be  difficult  for  a  while  to 
determine,  whether  the  king  intended  to  exercife  his 
prerogative  in  a  conftitutional  manner  or  not;  or 
v/hether  the  commons  infifted  on  their  demand  fac- 
tiouffy,  or  for  the  public  good  :  but  furely  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  crown,  or  of  the  houfe,  would  in  time 
fufficiently  explain  itfelf. 

Ou^ht  not  the  people  therefore  to  watch  ?  to 
obferve  facts  to  fearch  intocaufes?  to  inveftigace 
defigns  ?  And  have  they  not  a  right  of  judging 
from  the  evidence  before  them,  on  no  ffightcr  poin  s 
than  their  liber (y  and  happinp.fs?  It  would  t)e  !els 
than  trifling,  wherever  a  Britijh  government  is  efta- 
blifhed,  to  make  ule  of  any  ai  gu merits  to  prove 
fuch  a  right,  it  is  (ufli^  ient  to  remind  the  lead'r 
of  the  day  on  the  anniverlary  of  which  the  firft  of 
thefe  Liters  is  dated. 

E  I  will 


T»T*T*T«TTnrr«T 


?  ■  ■  r  ■  ’  ■'  -  ■  '■'  '  '  ■  ^-^■- '  '  ■ 


EmiitMiBltiAillJUr 


(  50  ) 

I  will  now  apply  what  has  been  faid  to  the  prefent 
queftion. 


The  nature  of  any  impofitions  laid  by  parliament 
on  tluTe  colonies,  muft  determine  the  dejtgn  in  lay¬ 
ing  them.  It  may  not  be  eafy  in  every  inftance  to 
dilcover  that  defign.  Wherever  it  is  doubtful,  I 
think  iubmiflion  cannot  be  dangerous  ;  nay,  it  muft 
be  right  for,  in  my  opinion,  there  is  no  privilege 
thefe  colonies  claim,  which  they  ought  in  duty  and 
prudence  more  carnellly  to  maintain  and  defend,  than 
the  authority  of  the  Britifh  parliament  to  regulate 
the  trade  of  all  her  dominions.  Without  this  au¬ 
thority,  the  benefits  fhe  enjoys  from  our  commerce 
muft  be  loft  to  her :  the  blellings  we  enjoy  from  our 
dependance  upon  her,  muft  be  loft  to  us.  Her 
ftrength  muft  decay  ;  her  glory  vanifti ;  and  fhe 
cannot  fuffer,  without  our  partaking  in  her  misfor¬ 
tune.  Let  us  therefore  cherfh  her  interefis  as  our 
own.,  and  give  her  every  thing,  that  it  becomes  fre  e- 
■MEN  to  give  or  to  receive. 


The  nature  of  any  impoficion's  (he  may  lay  upon 
us  may  in  general  be  known,  by  confidering  how 
far  they  relate  to  the  preferving  in  due  order  the 
connection  between  the  feveral  parts  of  the  Britifh 
empire.  One  thing  we  may  be  aflured  of,  which  is 
this - Whenever  fhe  impofes  duties  on  commo¬ 

dities,  to  be  paid  only  upon  their  exportation  from 
Great-Britain  to  thefe  colonies,  it  is  not  a  resula- 
tion  of  trade,  but  a  defign  to  raife  a  revenue  upon 
us.  Other  inftances  may  happen,  which  it  may 
not  be  necefifary  at  prefent  to  dwell  on.  1  hope 
thefe  colonies  will  never,  to  their  latefl:  exiftence, 
want  underftanding  fufHcient  to  difeover  the  inten* 
tions  of  thofe  who  rule  over  them,  nor  the  refolu- 
tion  necefiTary  for  afifrrting  their  interefts.  They 
will  always  have  the  fime  rights,  that  all  free  flates 

have 
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have,  of  judging  when  their  privileges  are  invaded, 
and  of  ufing  all  prudent  meafures  for  prefervin<j- 
them.  ° 


^ocirca  vivite  fortes 
Fortiaque  adverfis  opponite  pe£lora  rehus. 

Wherefore  keep  up  your  fpirits.,  and  gallantly 
oppofe  this  adverfe  courfe  of  affairs. 


A  FARMER, 


/ 


LETTER  VII. 


My  dear  Countrymen^ 

This  letter  is  intended  more  particularlv 
for  fuch  of  yon,  whofe  employments  in  life 
may  have  prevented  your  attending  to  the  confide- 
ration  of  fome  points  that  arc  of  great  and  public 
importance :  for  many  fuch  perfons  there  muft  be 
even  in  thefe  colonies,  where  the  inhabitants  in  ge¬ 
neral  are  more  intelligent  than  any  other  people 
whatever,  as  has  been  remarked  by  flrangers,  and 
it  feems  with  reafon. 

Some  of  you,  perhaps,  filled,  as  I  know  your 
breaks  are,  with  loyalty  to  our  rnofl  excellent 
prince,  and  with  love  to  our  dear  mother  country, 
may  feel  yourfelves  inclined,  by  the  affections  of 
your  hearts,  to  approve  every  action  of  thofe  whom 
you  fo  much  venerate  and  efteem.  A  prejudice 
thus  flowing  from  goodnefs  of  difpofition,  is 
amiable  indeed.  I  wifli  it  could  be  indulged  with¬ 
out  danger.  Did  I  think  this  poffible,  the  error 
fliould  have  been  adop  ed,  and  not  oppof-d  by  me. 
But  in  truth,  all  men  are  fubjeft  to  the  paffions  and 
frailties  of  nature ;  and  therefore  whatever  regard 
we  entertain  for  tha  perfons  of  thofe  who  govern  us, 
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we  (hould  always  remember  that  their  conduft,  as 
rulers^  may  be  influenced  by  human  infirmities. 

When  any  laws,  injurious  to  thefe  colonies,  are 
pafled,  we  cannot,  with  the  leaft  propriety,  fup- 
pofe,  that  any  injury  was  intended  us  by  his  Ma- 
jefty,  or  the  Lords.  For  the  aflent  of  the  crown 
and  peers  to  laws,  feems,  as  far  as  I  am  able  to 
judge,  to  have  been  vefted  in  them,  more  for  their 
own  fecurity,  than  for  any  other  purpofe.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  the  particular  bufinefs  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  to  enquire  and  difcover  what  regulations  are 
ufeful  for  themfelves,  and  to  digeft  and  prefent  them 
in  the  form  of  bills,  to  the  other  ord-rs,  to  have 
them  enadled  into  laws.  Where  thefe  laws  are  to 
bind  themfelves^  it  may  be  expecfed,  that  the  houfe 
of  commons  will  very  carefully  confider  them:  But 
when  they  are  making  laws  that  are  not  defigned  to 
bind  themjelves^  we  cannot  imagine  that  their  deli¬ 
berations  will  be  as  *  cautious  and  fcrupulous,  as  in 
their  own  cafe. 


I  am 

*  Many  remarkable  Indances  might  be  produced  of  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  inattention  with  which  bills  of  great  importance, 
concerning  thefe  colonies,  have  paflbd  in  parliament  ;  which  is 
owing,  as  it  is  fuppofed,  to  the  bills  being  brought  in  by  the 
perfons  who  have  points  to  carry,  fo  artfully  framed,  that  it  is 
not  eafy  for  the  members  in  general,  in  the  hallc  of  bufinefs, 
to  difcover  their  tendency. 

mhe  followinp-  indances  fhew  tlie  truth  of  this  remark.  When 

O 

Gren'ville,  in  the  violence  of  letormation,  formed  the  4th 
Geo.  111.  chap,  15th,  tor  regulating  the  American  trade,  the 
v/ord  “  Ireland^^  was  dropt  in  the  claufe  relating  to  our  iron 
?nd  lumber,  fo  that  we  could  fend  thefe  articles  to  no  part  of 
Europe^  but  to  Great-Britain,  This  was  fo  unrcafonable  a  re- 
dridtion,  and  fo  contrary  to  the  fentiments  of  the  legidaturc  for 
many  years  before,  that  it  is  furprizing  it  Ihould  not  have  been 
taken  notice  of  in  the  houfe.  However  the  bill  palled  into  a 
law.  But  when  the  matter  was  explained,  this  redridVion  was 
taken  off  by  a  fubfequeut  a£t.  I  cannot  pofuively  fay  how  long 
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I  am  told,  that  there  is  a  wonderful  addrefs  fre- 
,i  quently  ufed  in  carrying  points  in  the  houfe  of 

=  commons,  by  perfons  experienced  in  thefe  affairs. — 

Thac  opponunities  are  v/atched — and  fometimes 
votes  are  paffed,  that  if  all  the  members  had  been 
prtfent,  would  have  been  rejedted  by  a  great  majo- 

■  ricy.  Certain  it  is,  thac  when  a  powerful  and  art- 

i  fa!  man  has  determined  on  any  meafure  againft  thefe 

colonies,  he  has  always  fucceeded  in  his  attempt, 
i  ’  Perhaps  therefore  it  will  be  proper  for  us,  when¬ 

ever  any  oppreffive’  aft  affecting  us  is  paffed,  to  at¬ 
tribute  it  to  the  inattention  of  the  members  of  the 

^  after  the  taking  ofF  this  reftrlflion,  as  I  have  not  the  adF,  but  I 

think,  in  lefs  than  i8  months,  another  adl  of  parliament  palled, 

I  in  which  the  word  “  Ireland'^  was  left  out,  juft  as  it  had  been 

)  before.  The  matter  being  a  fecond  time  explained,  was  a  fe- 

^  ;  cond  time  regulated. 

Now  if  it  be  confidered,  that  the  omiffion  mentioned  llruck 
[  oiT  with  ONE  <^ord  so  very  great  a  part  of  our  trade, 

I  ,  it  inurt  appear  remarkable;  and  equally  fo  is  the  method,  by 

which  become  an  enumerated  commodity,  and  therefore 

■  could  be  carried  to  Great-Britain  only. 

I  ‘‘  The  enumeration  was  obtamed  (fays  Mr.  [/a:]  Gee)  byone 

Cole^  a  captain  of  a  Ihip,  employed  by  a  company  then  trading 
:  to  Carolina  ;  for  feveral  fhips  going  from  England  thither,  and 

I  purchafing  rice  for  Portugal,  prevented  the  aforefaid  captain  of 

a  loading.  Upon  his  coming  home,  he  poflelled  one  Mr. 
Lo^j?ideSj  a  member  of  parliament  (avho  ^as  njery  fre'iuently 
.  employed  to  prepare  bills)  with  an  opinion,  that  carryinj^  rice  di- 

■  rectly  to  Portugal,  was  a  prejudice  to  the  trade  of  England,  and 

y  PRIVATELY  got  a  claufe  into  an  a6l,  to  make  it  an  enumerated 

'  commodity  ;  by  ^vhich  means  he  fecured  a  freight  to  hi77ifelf.  But 

THE  CONS  EQJJ  EX  CE  proved  A  VAST  LC>SS  TO  THE  NATION.” 

I  find  that  this  claufe,  “  privately  got  into  a.n3.dy^^  for  the 
benefit  of  captain  Cole,  to  the  “vast  loss  of  the  nation,” 
j  is  folded  int'i  ihe  3d  and  4th  A'n7t,  chap,  ijth,  intituled,  “  An 

adl  for  granting  unto  her  Majcfiy  a  further  fubiidy  on  wines  and 
merchandizes  imported,”  with  which  it  has  no  more  conneflion, 
than  with  :^4rh  Ed^zvard  1.  'he  34th  and  33th  of  Henry  Vllf, 
and  the25lh  of  Charles  II.  which  provide,  that  no  perfon  fhall 
'  be  taxed  but  by  himfeif  or  his  reprefentative. 


[^?]  Gee  on  Trade,  page  32. 
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houfe  of  commons,  and  to  the  malevolence  or  am¬ 
bition  of  fome  factious  great  man,  rather  than  to 
any  other  caufe. 

Now  I  do  verily  believe,  that  the  late  a6lof  par¬ 
liament,  impofing  duties  on  paper,  was  formed 
by  Mr.  Greenville^  and  his  party,  becaufe  it  is  evi¬ 
dently  a  part  of  that  plan,  by  which  he  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  render  himfelf  popular  at  home*,  and  I  do 
alfo  believe,  that  not  one  half  of  the  members  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  even  of  thofe  who  heard  it 
read,  did  perceive  how  deftrudtive  it  was  to  Ame¬ 
rican  freedom.  .  For  this  reafon,  as  it  is  ufual  in 
Great- Brit ain^  to  confider  the  King’s  fpecch  as  the 
fpeech  of  the  miniftry,  it  may  be  right  here  to  con- 
iider  this  a6t  as  the  a(5lof  2^  party — perhaps  I  fiiould 
fpeak  more  properly,  if  1  was  to  ule  another  term. 

There  are  two  ways  of  laying  taxes.  One  is, 
.by  impofing  a  certain  fum  on  particular  kinds  of 
property,  to  be  paid  by  the  iifer  or  cenfumer^  or  by 
rating  perfon  at  a  certain  fum.  The  othtr  is,  by 
impofing  a  certain  fum  on  particular  kinds  ot  pro¬ 
perty,  to  be  paid  by  the  feller. 

When  a  man  pays  the  firfl:  fort  of  tax,  he  knows 
with  certainly  that  he  pays  fo  much  money  for  a 
tax.  I’lie  confider  a  lion  lor  which  he  pays  it,  is  re¬ 
mote,  and,  it  may  be,  does  not  occur  to  him.  He 
is  (enlible  too,  that  he  is  commanded  and  obliged  to 
pay  it  as  a  tax\  and  therefore  people  are  apt  to  be 
difpleafed  with  thisfoit  of  tax. 

The  otlier  fort  of  tax  is  fubmitted  to  in  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  manner.  The  purchafer  ot  any  article,  very 
feldom  refledts  that  the  teller  railes  his  price,  to  as 
to  indemnify  himlelf  for  the  tax  he  has  paid.  He 
knows  that  the  prices  of  things  are  continually  flue- 
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tuating,  and  if  he  thinks  about  the  tax,  he  thinkt 
at  the  fame  time,  in  all  probability,-  that  he  might 
have  paid  as  much,  if  the  article  he  buys  had  not 
been  taxed.  He  gets  fomething  vijible  and  agree¬ 
able  for  his  money ;  and  tax  and  price  are  fo  con¬ 
founded  together,  that  he  cannot  feparate,  or  does 
not  chafe  to  take  the  trouble  of  leparating  them, 

This  rnode  of  taxation  therefore  is  the  mode 
fuited  to  arbitrary  and  opprefllve  governments.  The 
love  of  liberty  is  fo  natural  to  the  human  heart, 
that  unfeeling  tyrants  think  themfelves  obliged  to 
accommodate  their  fchemes  as  much  as  they  can  to 
the  appearance  of  juftice  and  reafon,  and  to  deceive 
thofe  whom  they  refolve  to  deftroy,  or  opprefs,  by 
prefenting  to  them  a  miferable  pidture  of  freedom, 
v*'hen  the  ineftimable  original  is  loft. 


^  This  policy  did  notefcape  the  cruel  and  rapacious 
'J  E  R  O.  That  monfler,  apprehenfive  that  his 
crimes  might  endanger  his  authority  and  life, 
thought  proper  to  do  feme  popular  adts,  to  fecure 
the  obedience  of  his  fubjedfs.  Among  other  things, 
fays  ‘Tacitus,  “  he  remitted  the  twenty-fifth  part  of 
the  price  on  the  Ide  of  flaves,  but  rather  in  Jhew 
than  reality-,  for  the  feller  being  ordered  to  pay  it. 
it  became  part  of  the  price  to  the  buyer  “ 


This  is  the  refiedion  of  the  judicious  Hiftcrian  ; 
but  the  deluded  people  gave  their  infamous  Emperor 
full  credit  for  his  falfc  generoficy.  Other  nations 
have  been  treated  iu  the  iame  manner  the  Romans 
were,  T.  he  honeft,  induftrious  Germans^  who  are 
fettled  indifferent  parts  of  this  continent,  can  inform 
us,  that  it  Was  this  fort  of  tax  that  drove  them 
ffom  their  nat.ve  land  to  our  woods,  at  that  time 
the  feats  of  perfedf  and  undifturbed  freedom. 

'  r  , 

*  Tacitus’s  Ann.  Bock  13.  S.  31. 
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'  Their  princes,  enflamed  by  the  Juft  of  power,’ 
■  and  the  luft  of  avarice,  two  furies  that  the  more 
they  are  gorged,  the  more  hungry  they  grow, 
tranfgrelTed  the  bounds  they  ought,  in  regard  to 
themfelves,  to  have  obferved.  To  keep  up  the 
deception  in  the  minds  of  fubjefts,  ‘‘there  mufb 
be,’^  fays  ^  a  very  learned  author,  “  fome  propor¬ 
tion  between  the  import  and  the  value  of  the  com¬ 
modity  ;  wherefore  there  ought  not  to  be  an  excef- 
five  du^y  upon  merchandizes  of  little  value.  *1  here 
are  countries  in  which  the  duty  exceeds  fcvcn  een  or 
eighteen  times  the  value  of  the  commodity.  In  this 
cafe  the  Prince  removes  the  illufion.  His  fubjedls 
plainly  fee  they  are  dealt  with  in  an  unreafonable 
manner,  which  renders  them  mort  (xquifitely  len- 
fible  of  their  flavifh  fituation.”  From  hence  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  fubjecls  may  be  ground  down  into  mi- 
fery  by  this  lore  of  taxation  as  well  as  by  the  other. 
They  will  be  as  much  impoveriflitd,  if  their  money 
is  taken  from  them  in  this  way  as  in  the  o  her  ;  and 
that  it  will  be  taken,  may  be  more  eviden:,  by  at¬ 
tending  to  a  few  more  confiderations. 

The  merchant  or  importer,  w  ho  pays  the  duty  at 
firft,  will  not  confent  to  be  lb  much  money  out  of 
pocket.  He  ther  fore  proportionably  raifes  the 
price  of  his  goods.  It  may  then  be  faid  to  be  a 
contert:  between  him  and  the  perfon  offering  to  buy, 
who  (hall  lofe  the  duty.  This  murt  be  decided  by 
the  nature  of  the  commodities,  and  the  purchafer’s 
demand  for  them.  Ibthey  are  mere  luxuries,  he  is 
at  liberty  to  do  as  he  pleales,  and  if  he  buys,  he 
does  it  voluntarily  :  But  if  they  are  abfolute  necef- 
faries,  or  conveniences,  which  ufe  and  cuftom  have 
made  requifue  for  the  comfort  of  life,  and  which 
he  is  not  permitted,  by  the  power  impofing  the 

*  MontcrquIcu'i>  Spirit  of  Laws,  Book  13.  chap,  8. 
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duty,  to  get  elfewherc,  there  the  feller  has  a  plain 
advantage,  and  the  buyer  muft  pay  the  duty.  In 
fad,  the  feller  is  nothing  lefs  than  a  colJedor  of  the 
tax  for  the  pov/er  that  impofed  it.  If  thefe  duties 
then  are  extended  to  the  necelfaries  and  conveniences 
of  life  in  general,  and  enormoufly  encreafed,  the 
people  muft  at  length  become  indeed  moft  exqui- 
fitely  fenfible  of  their  flavifh  fituation.’’  Their  hap- 
pinefs  therefore  entirely  depends  on  the  moderation 
of  thofe  who  have  authority  toimpofethe  duties. 


I  fliall  now  apply  thefe  obfervations  to  the  late  ad 
of  parliament.  Certain  duties  are  thereby  impofed 
on  paper  and  glafs,  imported  into  thefe  colonies. 
By  the  laws  of  Great-Britain  we  are  prohibited  to 
get  thefe  articles  from  any  other  part  of  the  world. 
We  cannot  at  prcTent,  nor  for  many  years  to  come, 
though  v/e  fhould  apply  ourfelves  to  thefe  manu- 
fadures  with  the  utmoft  induftry,  make  enough  our¬ 
felves  for  our  own  ufe.  That  paper  and  glafs  are 
not  only  convenient,  but  abfolutely  neceffary  for 
us,  1  imagine  very  few  will  contend.  Some  per¬ 
haps,  who  chink  mankind  grew  wicked  and  luxu¬ 
rious,  as  foon  as  they  found  out  another  way  of 
communicating  their  fentiments  than  byTpeech,  and 
another  way  of  dwelling  than  in  caves,  may  advance 
fo  whimfical  an  opinion.  But  I  prefume  no  body 
will  take  the  unneceflary  trouble  of  refuting  them. 


From  thefe  remarks  I  think  it  evident,  that  we 
Wiuft  ule  paper  and  glafs*,  that  what  we  ufe,  be 
Britifb and  that  we  mujt  pay  the  duties  impofed,' 
tmkis  thofe  who  fell  thefe  articles,  are  fo  generous 
as  to  m^ke  us  prefents  of  die  duties  they  pay. 


Some  perfons  may  think  this  ad  of  no  confe- 
lencc,  becaufe  the  duties  are  fo  fmalL  A  fatal 
B'tat  is  the  very  circumftance  moft  aLirming 
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to  me.  For  I  am  convinced,  that  the  authors  of 
this  law  would  never  have  obtained  an  adt  to  raife 
fo  trifling  a  fum  as  it  muft  do,  had  they  not  in¬ 
tended  by  j(  to  eftablilh  a  precedent  for  future  ufe. 
To  confole  ourfelves  with  the  fmallnefs  of  the  du¬ 
ties,  is  to  walk,  deliberately  into  the  fnare  that  is 
fet  for  us,  praifing  the  neatnefs  of  the  workman- 
fhip.  Suppofe  the  duties  impofed  by  the  late  aft 
could  be  paid  by  thefe  diftrelTed  colonies  with  the 
utmoft  eafe,  and  that  the  purpofes  to  which  they 
are  to  be  applied,  were  the  moft  reafonablc  and 
equitable  that  can  be  conceived,  the  contrary  of 
which  I  hope  to  demonftrate  before  thefe  letters 
are  concluded;  yet  even  in  fuch  a  fuppofed  cafe, 
thefe  colonies  ought  to  regard  the  aft  with  abhor¬ 
rence.  For  who  are  a  free  people  ?  Not  thofe,  over 
whom  government  is  reafonably  and  equitably  ex- 
ercifed,  but  thofe,  who  live  under  a  government  fo 
conjlitutionally  checked  and  conlroukd,  that  proper 
provifion  is  made  againfl  its  being  otherwife  exer- 
cifed. 

The  late  a£l  is  founded  on  the  deftruftion  of  this 
conftitutional  fecurity*  If  the  parliament  have  a 
right  to  lay  a  duty  of  four  fhillings  and  eight-pence 
on  a  hundred  weight  of  glafs,  or  a  ream  of  paper, 
they  have  a  right  to  lay  a  duty  of  any  other  lum 
on  either.  They  may  raife  the  duty,  as  the  author 
before  quoted  fays  has  been  done  in  fome  countries, 
till  it  exceeds  fc'  enteen  or  eighteen  times  the  va- 
'  lue  of  the  commoJicy.”  In  fliorr,  if  they  have  a 
right  to  levy  a  tax  of  one  penny  upon  us,  they  have  a 
right  to  levy  a  tniilion  upon  us :  For  where  does  their 
right  (top  ?  At  any  given  number  of  pence,  flui!- 
lings  or  pounds  ?  To  attempt  to  limit  their  right, 
after  granting  it  to  exift  at  all,  is  as  contrary  to  rea- 
fon — as  granting  it  to  exift  at  all,  is  contrary  to 
juftice.  It  they  have  any  right  to  tax  us — then, 

whether 
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\vhether  our  own  money  fliall  continue  in  our  own 
pockets  or  not,  depends  no  longer  on  but  on 
/hem.  There  is  nothing  which  we  can  call  . 
our  own;  or,  to  ufe  the  words  of  Mr.  Locke — 

WHAT  PROPERTY  HAVE’’  WE  IN  THAT,  WHICH 
ANOTHER  MAY,  BY  RIGHT,  TAKE,  WHEN  HE 
PLEASES,  TO  HIMSELF 

Thefe  duties  which  will  inevitably  be  levied  upon 
us — which  are  now  levying  upon  us — are  exprejly . 

laid  FOR  THE  SOLE  PURPOSE  OF  TAKING  MONEY. 

This  is  the  true  definition  of  taxes'''  They  arc 
therefore  taxes.  This  money  is  to  be  taken  from 
MS.  We  are  therefore  taxed.  Tdhofe  who  are  taxed 
without  their  own  confent,  exprefied  by  themfelves 
or  their  reprefentatives,  are  Jlaves.  We  are  taxed 
without  our  own  confent,  exprelTed  by  ourfelves  or 
cur  reprefentatives.  Wezxo.  therefore  f  SLAVES. 


Miferahile  vulgits. 
A  miferable  tribe. 


A  FARMER. 


*  Lord  Cambdeii  IpeecI}, 

f  “  It  is  my  opinion,  that  this  kingdom  has  no  right  to  lay 

TAX  npofi  the  colonies.’' - “  The  Jmeriemts zxq  the  sons, 

and  not  the  eastards  of  EngUmd'’*- - d  he  dihindion 

between  lfg!  c  i  on  and  taxation  is  eficntially  neceffai  y 

‘to  liberty.”' _ The  commons  of  America,  reprefented 

Li  their  feveral  aiTemblies,  have  ever  been  in  poiiellion  of  this 
their  con'ditutional  right  of  giving  and  granting  their 
o  w  N  ?.T  o  N  t  Y .  '  1  h  e  y  would  have  been  SLAVES,  it  they  had 

not  enjo)  eel  it.”  The  idea  of  a  ^airiual  reprefentation  of 
AiimUa  a\  ihis  houfe,  is  the  moE  contemptible  idea,  that  ever 

entered 
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entered  into  the  head  of  man. - It  does  not  defcrve  a  fe- 

rious  refutation.  Mr.  Pin's  fpeech  on  the/hmp  aii. 

That  preat  and  excellent  man,  Lord  Cambden,  maintains  the 
fame  opinion.  His  fpeech  in  the  houfe  of  peers,  on  the  decla¬ 
ratory  bill  of  the  fovereignty  of  over  the  colo¬ 

nies,  has  lately  appeared  in  our  papers.  The  following  e.'ctraas 
fo  perfedly  agree  with,  and  confirm  the  fentiments  avowed  in 
thefe  letters,  that  it  is  hoped  the  infertihg  them  in  this  note  wilt 

beexcufed.  j  •  •  r 

“  As  the  affair  is  of  the  utmojl  importance,  and  in  its  conie- 

quences  may  involve  the  fate  of  kmgdoms,  \  took  the  re¬ 

view  of  my  arguments;  I  re-examined  all  my  authorities ; 
fully  determined,  if  I  found  myfelf  miflaken,  publickly  to  own 
my  millake;  and  give  up  my  opinion:  But  my  fearches  have 
more  and  more  convinced  me,  that  the  Britifj  parliament  have 

NO  RIGHT  TO  Tx-\X  the  Americans?" - ; — “Nor  is  the 

doarinenew;  it  is  as  old  as  the  coniHtution  ;  it  grew  up  with 
it;  indeed  it  is  its  lupport.’*- - - — Fax  at  i  on  and  repre¬ 

sentation  are  infeparably  united.  GOD  hath  joined  ihem  : 
No  Britijh  parliament  can  feparate  them:  To  endeavour  to  da 
it,  is  to  flab  our  vitals.” 

“  My  pofition  is  this - - — repeat  it-— - 1  will  main¬ 

tain  it  to  my  lall  hour«°"  — — — ■t' a x a t  i  o n  and  refresh n  »  a- 
TioN  are  infeparable  — - — — — tnis  pofition  is  founded  on  the  laws 
of  nature;  it  is  more,  it  is  itfelf  an  eternal  l.aw  of  na¬ 
ture  ;  for  whatever  is  a  man’s  own,  is  ablolutely  his  own;  no 
MAN  hath  a  R  I  G  H  T  T  O  TAKE  IT  FROM  HIM  WITHOUT  HIS 
consent,  either  expreffed  by  himfelf  or  reprefentative  ;  ^jho\ 
tuer  atte?npts  to  do  it,  attempts  an  injury',  whoever  dots 
COMMITS  A  ROBBERY;  he  throws  down  the  dis¬ 
tinction  between  liberty  and  slavery.  * . —  - - - 

“  There  is  not  a  blade  of  grajs.  in  the  mod  obkurc  corner  cf  the 
kingdom,  which  is  not,  which  was  not  ever  reprcfnicd^  fince 
the  conlfiiuiion  began:  There  is  not  a  blade  of  grajs,  which, 
when  taxed,  n.vas  7iot  taxed  hy  the  conjsnt  oj  the  proprietor, 

“  The  forefathers  of  the  Americans  (YA  no:  icave  iheir  native 
country,  and  ful)je(Sl  tliemfelves  to  every  danger  and  diflrcF, 
to  be  reduced  to  a  state  of  slavery.  They  did  nit 
give  up  their  rights:  They  looked  for  protection,  and  not  fr 
CHAINS,  from  their  mother  country.  By  her  they  experhted  t  i 
be  defended  in  the  pofleflion  of  their  property,  and  not  to  !  c 
deprived  of  it:  for  fimuld  tlie  prefent  power  conti  mo,  there 
IS  nothing  which  they  can  call  thtjR  own;  or,  to 
ulc  the  words  cf  Mr.  Locke,  “  WH.Y  I  l^ROPJ\R  1  Y  HAVli. 
TFIFY  IN  I'HAT,  VVHiCfl  AXOFHKR  MAY  BY 
RIGHT,  TAKE,  WHE  M  HE  FLEASEL  'TO  inM.ihLFr” 

it  IS  impofiib'e  to  read  tliis  fpoeih,  an!  ivl  .  P  tU'  ,  and  tr  t 
be  charmed  with  the  generous  zeal  for  ilic  riguts  oi  minkini 

that 
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that  glows  m  every  fentence.  Thefe  great  and  good  men,  ani- 
mated  by  the  fubjeft  they  fpeak  upon,  feem  to  rife  above  all  the 
former  glorious  exertions  of  their  abilities.  A  foreigner  mieht 
be  tempted  to  think  they  are  Americans,  afferting,  with  all  the 
ardour  of  patriotifm,  and  all  the  anxiety  of  apprehenfion,  the 
caule  of  their  native  land - and  not  Britons,  ftriving  to  flop 


their  millaken  countrymen  from  opprefling  others.  Their  rea- 
foning  IS  not  onlyjufl - it  is,  as  Mr.  Hume  fays  of  the  elo¬ 


quence  o(  Demojihenes,  vehement.  “  It  is  difdain,  anger,  bold- 

«els,  freedom,  involved  in  a  continual  flream  of  argument.” 
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L  E  T  T  E  R  VIII. 


dear  Countrymen^ 

T  N  my  opinion,  a  dangerous  example  Is  fet  in 
the  laft  ’a6t  relating  to  thefe  colonies.  The 
power  of  parliament  to  levy  money  upon  us  for 
raifing  a  revenue,  is  therein  avowed  and  exerted. 
Regarding  the  ad  on  this  fingle  principle,  I  muft 
again  repeat,  and  I  think  it  my  duty  to  repeat, 
that  to  me  it  appears  to  be  unconflitutionaL 

No  man,  who  confiders  the  condud  of  the 
parliament  fince  the  repeal  of  the  jlamp-a^^  and 
the  difpofition  of  many  people  at  home,  can  doubt, 
that  the  chief  objed  of  attention  there,  is,  to  ufe 
Mr.  Greenville*^  expreffion,  “  providing  that  the 
dependence  and  obedience  of  the  colonics  be 
afferted  and  maintained.” 

Under  the  influence  of  this  notion,  inftantly  on 
repealing  the  fiamp-atJ^  an  ad  pa  fled,  declaring  the 
power  of  parliament  to  bind  thefe  colonies  in  all 
cafes  whatever.  This  however  was  oniv  planting  a 
barren  tree,  that  cafl  a  fJjade over  the  colo¬ 
nies,  but  yielded  no  fruit.  It  being  determined  to 
enforce  the  authority  on  v/hich  the  flamp-all  was 
founded,  the  parliament  having  never  renounced 
^  the 
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the  right,  as  Mr.  Pitt  advifed  them  to  do ;  and  it 
being  thought  proper  to  diTguife  that  authority  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  not  again  to  alarm  the  colonies ; 
forhe  licde  time  was  required  to  find  a  method,  by 
which  both  of  thefe  points  (hould  be  united.  At 
)aft  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Greenville  and  his  party 
accomplifhed  the  matter,  as  it  was  thought,  in 

an  aft  for  granting  certain  duties  in  the  Britifi 
colonies  and  plantations  in  America^  for  allowing 
drawbacks/’  which  is  the  title  of  the  aft  lay¬ 
ing  duties  on  paper, 

The  parliament  having  feveral  times  before  Im- 
pofed  duties  to  be  paid  in  America^  it  was 

EXPECTED,  NO  DOUBT^  THAT  THE  REPETITION 
OF  SUCH  A  MEASURE  WOULD  BE  PASSED  OVER, 
AS  AN  USUAL  THING.  But  to  havc  donc  this^ 
without  exprefly  “  afierting  and  maintaining’^  the 
power  of  parliament  to  take  our  money  with¬ 
out  our  confent,  and  to  apply  it  as  they  pleafe^ 
would  not  have  been  fufficiently  declarative  of  its 
fupremacy,  nor  fufficiently  deprelfive  of  American 
freedom. 

Therefore  it  is,  that  in  this  memorable  aft  we 
find  it  exprejly  provided,”  that  money  fhall  be 
levied  upon  us  without  our  confent,  for  purposes, 
that  render  it,  if  pcffible^  more  dreadful  than  the 
fiamp-abt. 


That  aft,  alarming  as  it  was,  declared,  the 
money  thereby  to  be  railed,  flioukl  be  applied 
towards  defraying  the  expences  of  defending, 
proteft'ing  and  I'ecuring  the  Britijlo  colonies  and 
planrarions  in  Amtrica :  and  it  is  evident  from  the 
whole  aft,  that  by  the  word  Brilfy^  were 
intended  colonies  and  plantations  fettled  c?y  BrTiifi 
people^  and  not  generally,  thofe  jubjcbl  to  the  Entilli 
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crown.  That  a6l  therefore  Teemed  to  have  Tome- 
thing  gentle  and  kind  in  its  intention,  and  to  aim 
'  only  at  our  own  welfare:  but  the  a6l  now  obje£led 
to,  impofes  duties  upon  the  Briufto  colonies,  to 
defray  the  expences  of  defending,  protecting  and 
fecLiring  his  Majeflys  dominions  in  America.” 

What  a  change  of  words !  What  an  incompiilalle 
addition  to  the  expences  intended  by  z\\tJtamp-aot! 

His  Majejty^s  dominions,”  c  miprehend  not  only 
the  Britifn  colonies^  but  alfo  the  conquered  provinces 
of  Canada  and  Florida,  and  the  Britifn  garrifons  of 
I  Nova-Scotia  ;  for  thefe  do  not  dcierve  the  name  of 
colonies, 

.What  juftice  is  there  in  making  us  pay  for 
I  defending,  protecting  and  Iccuring”  these 
PLACES?  What  benefit  can  we,  or  have  we  ever 
derived  from  them?  None  of  them  was  conquered 
for  us  ;  nor  will  “  be  defended,  protected  or  fe- 
cured”/(5r  us. 

In  faCl,  however  advantageous  the  fubduing  or 
keeping  any  of  thefe  countries  may  be  to  Gj-eat- 
Britain^  the  acquifition  is  greatly  injurious  to  thefe 
colonies.  Our  chief  property  confifts  in  lands. 
Thefe  would  have  been  of  a  much  greater  value, 
j  if  fuch  prodigious  additions  had  not  been  made  to 
I  the  Britijh  territories  on  this  coniinent.  The  na¬ 
tural  incrcafe  of  our  own  people,  if  confined  within 
the  colonies,  would  have  raifed  the  value  ftill  higher 
and  higher  every  fifteen  or  twenty  years  :  befiJes, 
we  fhould  have  lived  more  compadly  together, 
and  have  bren  therefore  more  able  to  refifl  any 
enemy.  But  now  the  inhabit.mcs  will  be  thinly 
fcattered  over  an  immenfe  region,  as  thofe  vvho 
want  fettlements,  will  chufe  to  make  new  ones, 
rather  than  pay  great  prices  for  old  ones. 

b'  Thefe 


Thefe  are  the  confequences  to  the  colohies,  of  the 
hearty  afTiftance  they  gave  to  Great-Britain  in  the 
late  war— a  war  undertaken  folely  for  her  own  benefit. 
The  objefts  of  it  were,  the  fecuring  to  herfelf  the 
rich  trafts  of  land  on  the  back  of  thefe  colonies, 
with  the  Indian  trade ;  and  ]Sfova*Scotia^  with  the 
fifhery.  ^hefe^  and  much  more^  has  that  kingdom 
gained  \  but  the  inferior  animals^  that  hunted  with 
the  lion^  have  been  amply  rewarded  for  all  the 
fweat  and  blood  their  loyalty  coft  them,  by  the 
honour  of  having  fweated  and  bled  in  fuch  com¬ 
pany. 

I  will  not  go  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  Canada  and 
Nova-Scotia  are  curbs  on  New-England  \  the  chain 
of  forts  through  the  back  woods,  on  the  Middle 
Provinces  •,  and  Florida  on  the  reft :  but  I  will  ven¬ 
ture  to  fay,  that  if  the  produds  of  Canada^  Nova- 
Scotia  and  Florida-,  deferve  any  confideration,  the 
two  firft  of  them  are  only  rivals  of  our  northern 
colonies,  and  the  other  of  our  fouthern. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  without  the  conqueft  of 
thefe  countries,  the  colonies  could  not  have  been 

proteded,  defended  and  fecured:’^  if  that  is 
true,  it  may  with  as  much  propriety  be  faid,  that 
GreafiBritain  could  not  have  been  defended, 
proterted  and  fecured,’"  without  that  conqueft  : 
for  the  colonies  are  parts  of  her  empire,  which  it 
as  much  concerns  her  as  them  to  keep  out  of  tho 
hands  of  any  other  power., 

But  thefe  colonies,  when  they  were  much  weaker, 
defended  themfelvcs,  before  this  conqueft  was 
made  ;  and  could  again  do  it,  againfl  any  thst 

might  properly  be  called  their  enemies.  If  France 

and 
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and  Spain  indeed  fhould  attack  them,  as  members  of 
the  Bricilh  empire^  perhaps  they  might  be  diftreflcdi 
but  it  would  be  in  a  Britijh  quarrel. 

The  largeft  account  I  have  ften  of  the  number 
of  people  in  Canada^  does  not  make  them  exceed 
90,000.  Florida  can  hardly  be  faid  to  have  any 
inhabitants.  It  is  computed  that  there  are  in  our 
colonies  3,000,000.  Our  force  therefore  mud  in- 
creafe  with -a  difproportion  to  the  growth  of  their 
ftrength,  that  would  render  us  very  fafe. 

This  being  the  date  of  the  cafe,  I  cannot  think 
it  jud  that  thefe  colonies,  labouring  under  fo  many 
misfortunes,  fhould  be  loaded  with  taxes^  to  main¬ 
tain  countries,  not  only  not  ufeful,  but  hurtful  to 
them.  The  fupporc  of  Canada  and  Florida  cod 
yearly,  it  is  faid,  half  a  million  derling.  From 
hence,  we  may  make  fome  guefs  of  the  load  that  is  to 
be  laid  upon  us  *,  for  we  are  not  only  to  defend, 
proteft  and  fecure”  them^  but  alfo  to  make  an 
adequate  provifion  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the 
adminidration  of  judice,  and  the  fupport  of  civil 
government,  in  fuch  provinces  where  it  fhall  be 
found  necedary.’^ 

Not  one  of  the  provinces  of  Canada^  Nova- 
Scotia^  or  Florida.^  has  every  defrayed  thefe  expence s 
WITHIN  ITSELF  :  and  if  the  duties  impofed  by  the 
lad  datutc  are  colledted,  all  of  them  together^  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  bed  information  I  can  get,  will  not 
pay  one  quarter  as  much  as  Pennfylvania  alone. 
So  that  the  Britifh  colonies  are  to  be  drained  of  the 
rewards  of  their  labour,  to  cherilh  the  fcorchin^: 
lands  of  Florida^  and  the  icy  rocks  of  Canada  and 
Nova~Scoiia,  which  never  will  return  to  us  one 
farthing  that  we  fend  to  them. 

F  2  Great’ 
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Great-Britain—l  mean,  the  mmiftry  in  Great- 
Britain^  has  cantoned  Canada  and  Florida  out  into 
five  or  fix  governments,  and  may  form  as  many 
more.  She  now  has  fourteen  or  fifteen  regiments 
on  this  continent ;  and  may  fend  over  as  many  more. 
To  make  an  adequate  provifion”  for  all 
THESE  EXPENCES,  is,  no  doubt,  to  be  tae  inherit 
tance  of  the  colonies. 


fl 


Can  any  man  believe  that  the  duties  upon  paper, 
Sc.  are  the  laji  that  will  be  laid  for  thefe  pur- 
pofes  ?  It  is  in  vain  to  hope,  that  becaufe  it  is  im¬ 
prudent  to  lay  duties  on  the  exportation  of  manu- 
fadures  from  a  mother  country  to  colonies,  as  it 
may  promote  manufaftures  among  them,  that  this 
confideration  will  prevent  fuch  a  meafure. 


Ambitious,  artful  men  have  made  it  popular, 
and  whatever  injuftice  or  deftruclion  will  attend  it 
in  the  opinion  of  the  colonilts,  at  home  it  will  be 
thought  juft  and  falutary,^ 


The  people  of  Great-Britain  will  be  told,  and 
have  been  told,  that  they  are  finking  under  an  im- 
menfe  debt—that  great  part  of  this  debt  has  been 
contradfed  in  defending  the  colonies  -that  ihefe 
are  fo  ungrateful  and  undutiful,  that  they  will  not 
contribute  one  mite  to  its  payment— nor  even  to 
the  fupport  of  the  army  now  kept  up  for  their 
del  nee  and  fecurity^  ---that  they  are  loiling  in 
wealth,  and  are  of  fo  bold  and  republican  a  fpirit, 
that  they  are  aiming  at  independance — that  the  only 
way  to  retain  them-  in  obedience  is  to  keep  a 
ftridf  watch  over  them,  and  to  draw  off  part  o 
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liesrin-^  even  whi.'h  flatters  prevailing  paJJ, on. 

"  Hume’s  Hilt,  ot  England.  _ 
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their  riches  in  taxes — and  that  every  burden  laid, 
upon  them  is  taking  off  fo  much  from  Great- 
Britain. — Thefe  affertions  will  be  generally  be¬ 
lieved,  and  the  people  will  be  perfuaded  that  they 
cannot  be  too  angry  with  their  colonies,  as  that 
anger  will  be  profitable  to  themfelves. 

In  truth,  Creat-Britain  alone  receives  any  benefit 
from  Canada.,  Nova-Scctia  and  Florida  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  fhe  alone  ought  to  maintain  them.  The  old 
maxim  of  the  law  is  drawn  from  reafon  and  juftice, 
and  never  could  be  more  properly  applied,  than  in 
this  cafe. 

fentit  commodum,  /entire  dehet  el  onus. 

They  who  feel  the  benefit,  ought  to  feel  the 
burden. 

A  FARMER. 
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LETTER  IX. 

My  dear  Countrymen, 

T  HAVE  made  fome  obfervatlons  on  the  pur- 
POSES  for  which  money  is  to  be  levied  upon  us 
by  the  late  ad  of  parliament.  I  lhall  now  offer  to 
your  confideration  fome  further  reflcdions  on  that 
fubjed:  and,  unlefs  I  am  greatly  miftaken,  if 
thefe  purpofes  are  accompliffied  according  to  the 
exprejfed  intention  of  the  ad,  they  will  be  found 
effedually  to  fufer/ede  that  authority  in  our  ,re- 
fpedive  aflemblies,  which  is  eflential  to  liberty. 
The  queftion  is  not,  whether  fome  branches  fhall 
be  lopt  off-— The  axe  is  laid  to  the  root  of  the 
tree  ;  and  the  whole  body  muff  infallibly  periffi,  if 
we  remain  idle  fpedatcrs  of  the  work. 

No  free  people  ever  exifted,  or  can  ever  exift, 
without  keeping,  to  ufe  a  common,  but  ftrong  ex- 
preffion,  “  the  purie  ftrings”  in  their  own  hands. 
Where  this  is  the  cafe,  they  have  a  conjtitutional 
check  upon  the  adminirtration,  which  may  thereby 
be  brought  into  order  •votthout  violence :  but  where 
fjch  a  power  is  not  lodged  in  the  people,  opprefiion 
proceeds  inrcontrouled  in  its  career,  till  the  go¬ 
verned,  tranfported  into  rage,  feek  redrels  in  the 
midft  of  blood  and  confanon. 

The 
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The  elegant  and  ingenious  Mr.  Hume.,  (peaking 
of  the  Amlo  Norman  government—"  Princes  and 
minifters  were  too  ignorant,  to  be  themfelves 
fenfible  of 'the  advantage  attending  an  equitable 
adminiftration,  and  there  was  noeftabliOied  council 
or  a([embly,  which  could  protect  the  people, 

and  BY  WITHDRAWING  SUPPLIES,  rcgularly  and 

peaceably  admonifh  the  king  of  his  duty,  and 

INSURE  THE  EXECUTION  OF  THE  LAWS. 

Thus  this  great  man,  whofe  political  reflexions 
are  fo  much  admired,  makes  this  power  one  of  the 
foundations  of  liberty. 

The  Englijh  hiftory  abounds  with  inftances, 
proving  that  this  is  the  proper  and  fuccefsful  way 
to  obtain  redrefs  of  grievances.  How  often  have 
kings  and  minifters  endeavoured  to  throw  off  this 
legd  curb  upon  them,  by  attempting  to  raife 
money  by  a  variety  of  inventions,  under  pretence 
of  law,  without  having  recourfe  to  parliament  ? 
And  how  often  have  they  been  brought  to  reafon, 
and  peaceably  obliged  to  do  juftice,  by  the  exertion 
of  this  conftitutional  authority  of  the  people,  vefted 
in  their  reprefentatives  ? 

The  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies  have,  on  num- 
berlefs  occafions,  reaped  the  benefit  of  this  autho¬ 
rity  lodged  in  their  ajjtmblies. 

It  has  been  for  a  long  time,  and  now  is,  a  con- 
flant  inftruXion  to  all  governors,  to  obtain  a  per¬ 
manent  for  the  ojfces  of  government.  But 

as  the  author  of  the  adminiftration  of  the 
colonies’’  fays,  “  this  order  of  the  crown  is  ge¬ 
nerally,  if  not  univerfilly,  rejeXed  by  the  legifla- 
tures  of  the  colonies.” 

^  F  4 
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They  perfedlly  know  how  much  their  grievances 
would  be  regaidcd,  d  they  tiad  no  other  method  of 
engaging  atiention,  than  by  complaining.  Thofe 
who  rule,  are  extremely  apt  to  think  well  of  the 
conflruftions  made  by  themfelves  in  fupport  of 
their  own  power.  Thefe  are  frequently  erroneous, 
and  pernicious  to  thofe  they  govern.  Dry  remon- 
ftrances,  to  fnew'  cliat  fuch  conftruftions  are  wrong 
and  oppreiTu'C,  carry  very  little  w^eight  with  them, 
in  the  opinion  of  perfons  who  gi  aiify  their  own 
inclinadons  in  making  thefe  conftruclions.  They 
CANNOT  underhand  the  reafoning  that  oppofes 
their  power  and  defires.  But  let  ir  be  made  their 
inter ejt  to  underhand  fuch  reafoning — and  a  won¬ 
derful  light  is  inhantly  thrown  upon  the  matter; 
and  then,  rejedled  remonhrances  become  as  clear 
as  “  proofs  of  holy  writ,^’" 

The  three  moh  important  articles  that  our 
aflembhes,  or  any  legiharures  can  provide  for,  are, 
firh — the  defence  ot  the  fociery  :  fecondly — the 
adminihration  ofjuhice:  and  thirdly — the  lupporC 
of  civil  government. 

Nothing  can  properly  regulate  the  expence  of 
making  provifion  for  thefe  occafions,  but  the 
neceffties  of  the  fociety  ;  i(s  abilities  \  the  convenlency 
of  modes  of  levying  money  among  them  ;  the 
manner  in  which  the  laws  have  been  executeef;  and 
the  condubl  of  the  officers  of  governmenr:  all 
which  are  circurndaru es  that  cannot  poffibly  be 
prope  ly  known^  but  by  the  focicty  irJllf;  or  if 
they  ffiould  be  known,  will  not  probably  be  pro¬ 
perly  conjidered  but  by  that  fociety. 
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If  money  be  raifed  upon  us  by  others,  without 
our  confcnt,  for  our  defence,’"  thofe  who  are 
the  judges  in  levying  it,  muft  alfo  be  the  judges  in 
applying  it.  Of  confequence  the  money  faid  to  be 
taken  from  us  for  our  defence,  may  he  employed  to 
our  injury.  We  may  be  chained  in  by  a  line  of 
fortifications— obliged  to  pay  for  the  building  and 
maintaining  them---and  be  told,  that  they  are  for 
our  defence.  With  what  face  can  we  difpute  the 
fa£t,  after  having  granted  that  thofe  who  apply  the 
money,  had  a  right  to  levy  it?  For  furely,  it  is 
much  eafier  for  their  wifdom  to  underftand  how  to 
apply  it  in  the  beft  manner,  than  how  to  levy  it  in 
the  bcft  manner.  Befides,  the  right  of  levying  is  of 
infinitely  more  confequence,  rhan  that  of  applying. 
The  people  of  England^  who  would  burfl:  out  into 
fury,  if  the  crown  fhould  attempt  to  levy  money 
by  its  own  authority,  have  always  afligned  to  the 
crown  the  application  of  money. 

As  to  the  adminiftration  of  juftice”-— the 
judges  ought,  in  a  well  regulated  Ifate,  to.  be 
equally  independant  of  the  executive  and  legiflative 
powers.  Thus  in  England^  j^jdges  hold  their  com- 
miffions  from  the  crown  during  good  behaviour 
and  have  fabrics  fuitable  to  their  dignity,  fettled  on 
them  by  parliamenr.  The  purity  ot  the  courts  of 
law  fince  this  eftablifhment,  is  a  proof  of  the  wifdom 
with  vdiich  it  was  made. 

But  in  thefe  colonies,  how  fruidefs  has  been  every 
attempt  to  have  the  judges  apr^oinred  during  go cd 
behaviour  Yet  whoever  confiders  the  matter  will 
foon  perceive,  that  fuch  commijfions  are  beyond  all 
comparifon  more  neccfiary  in  thefe  colonies,  than 
they  were  in  England. 
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The  chief  danger  to  the  fubjeft  there^  arofe  from 
the  arbitrary  deftgns  of  the  crown ;  but  here^  the 
time,  may  come,  when  we  may  have  to  contend 
with  the  deftgns  of  the  crown<^  and  of  a  mighty  king^ 
dom.  What  then  muft  be  our  chance,  when  the 
laws  of  life  and  death  are  to  be  fpoken  by  judges 
totally  dependant  on  that  crown^  and  that  king- 
-fent  over  perhaps  from  thetice—’fiWtA  with 
Brjtifh prejudice s---eix\d  backed  by  a  standing  army 
fupported  out  of  our  own  pockets,  to  affert 
and  maintain’*  our  own  dependance  and  obe¬ 
dience.” 

But  fuppofing  that  through  the  extreme  lenity 
that  will  prevail  in  the  government  through  all 
future  ages,  thefe  colonies  will  never  behold  any 
thing  like  the  campaign  of  chiet  juftice  Jefferys^ 
yet  what  innumerable  afts  of  injuftice  may  be  com¬ 
mitted,  and  how  fatally  may  the  principles  of 
liberty  be  lapped,  by  a  fucceflion  of  judges  utterly 
independant  of  the  people?  Before  fuch  judges,  the 
fupple  wretches,  who  cheerfully  join  in^  avowing 
fentiments  inconfiftent  wkh  freedom,  will  always 
meet  with  fmiles ;  while  the  honefi  and  brave  men, 
who  difdain  to  facrifice  their  native  land  to  iheir 
own  advantage;  but  on  every  qccafion  boldly  vin¬ 
dicate  her  caufe,  will  conftantly  be  regarded  with 

frowns. 

There  are  two  other  confiderations  relating  to 
this  head,  that  dcferve  the  mod  ferioiis  attention. 

By  the  late  aft,  the  officers  of  the  cufloms  are 

“  impowered  to  enter  in:o  any  house,  v.’^rehoule, 

ffiop,  cellar,  or  other  place,  in  ihe  Britijh  colonies 

or  plantations  in  America,  to  harch  for  or  ieize 

prohibited  or  unacculloir.ed  goods,”  on 

‘  “  writs 
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writs  ^ranted  by  the  fuperior  or  fupreme  court 
of  ju(tic° having  jurifdiftion  within  fuch  colony  or 
plantation  refpeftively.” 

If  we  only  refleft,  that  the  judges  of  thefe 
courts  are  to  be  during  fleafure—xdMS.  they  are  to 
have  “  adequate  provifion"  made  for  them,  which 
is  to  continue  during  their  complaifant  behaviour — 
that  they  may  be  Jirangers  to  thefe  colonies---what 
an  engine  of  oppreflion  may  this  authority  be  in 
fuch  hands  ? 

I  am  well  aware,  that  writs  of  this  kind  may  be 
granted  at  home  under  the  feal  of  the  court  of 
exchequer:  but  I  know  alfo,  that  the  greateft 
alTerters  of  the  rights  of  EngliJImen  have  always 
ftrenuoufly  contended,  that  fuch  a  power  was  dan¬ 
gerous  to  freedom,  and  exprefly  contrary  to  the 
comrhon  law,  which  ever  regarded  a  man’s  houfe  as 
his  cattle,  or  a  place  of  perfcdt  fecurity. 

If  fuch  a  power  was  in  the  leaft  degree  dange¬ 
rous  there,  it  muft  be  utterly  deflruftive  to  liberty 
here.  For  the  people  there  have  two  fecurities 
againft  the  undue  exercife  of  this  power  by  the 
crown,  which  are  wanting  with  us,  if  the  late  act 
takes  place.  In  the  firft  place,  if  any  iiijuftice  is 
done  there,  the  perfon  injured  may  bring  bis  adtion 
againft  the  offender,  and  have  it  tried  before  in  de¬ 
pendant  JUDGES,  who  are  no  parties  in 
COMMITTING  THE  INJURY.  Here  iic  iiiuft  luve 
it  tried  before  dependant  judges,  being  tiie  men 

WHO  GRANTED  THE  WRIT. 

'f'  The  writs  for  fearching  hoafes  in  Efigland,  are  to  be 
granted  “  under  the  leal  of  the  court  of  exchequer,”  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  ftatute  --and  that  feal  is  kept  by  the  cliancelljr  of 
the  exchequer,  104. 
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To  fay,  that  the  caufe  is  to  be  tried  by  a  jury,  1 

can  never  reconcile  men  who  have  any  idea  of  1 

freedom,  to  fuch  a  power.  For  we  know,  that  1 
fheriffs  in  almoft  every  colony  bn  this  continent, 
are  totally  dependant  on  the  crown ;  and  packing 
of  juries  has  been  frequently  praftiled  even  in  the 
capital  of  the  Britiffj  empire.  Even  if  juries  are 
well  inclined,  we  have  too  many  inftances  of  the 
influence  of  over-bearing  unjuft  judges  upon  them. 

The  brave  and  wife  men  who  accomplilhed  the  re-  | 
volution,  thought  the  independency  of  judges  effential  1 

to  freedom.  I 

The  other  fecurity  which  the  people  have  at  W 
home,  but  which  we  fliall  want  here,  is  this.  m 

If  this  power  is  abufed  ibere,  the  parliament,  the  w 

grand  rtfource  of  the  opprcflfed  people,  is  ready  to  I 

afford  relief.  Red  refs  of  grievances  muft  precede  «: 

grams  of  money.  But  whu  regard  can  we  expeft  f 

to  have  paid  to  our  affemblies,  when  they  will  not  1 

hold  even  the  puny  privilege  of  French  parlia-  § 

menrs*— that  c  f  regiliering,  before  they  are  put  in  « 

execution,  the  edibis  that  take  away  our  money.'  X 

The  fecond  confideration  above  hinted  at,  is  ‘‘X 

this.  There  is  a  confufion  in  our  laws,  that  is  S 

quite  unknown  in  Great- Britain,  As  this  cannot  be  9 

deferibed  in  a  more  clear  or  txadl  manner,  than  has  X 

been  done  by  the  ingenious  author  of  the  Hiftory  of  S 

I^ezpj-I'ork^  I  beg  leave  to  ufe  his  wmrds.  “  The  A 

ftare  of  our  1  lws  opens  a  door  to  much  contro-  >9 

verfy.  I'he  uncertainty,,  with  rcfpcdl  to  them,  9 

RENDERS  PROPERTY  PRECARIOUS,  and  GREATLY  9 

EXPOSES  US  TO  TRE  ARBITRARY  DECISION  OE'  9 

BAD  JUDGES.  The  commoH  law  of  England  is  9 

renerallv  received,  tOvgether  with  fuch  ftatutes  as  9 

were  enaded  before  we  hid  a  legiflature  of  our  -fl 

own  i  M 
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own;  but  our  courts  exercise  a  sovereign 
authority,  in  determining  -what  parts  of  the 
common  and  ftatute  law  ought  to  be  extended  :  for 
it  mud  be  admitted,  that  the  difference  of  circum- 
ftances  necelTarily  requires  us,  in  fome  cales,  to 
REJECT  the  determination  of  both.  In  many  m- 
ftances,  they  have  alfo  extended  even  a£ts  of  par¬ 
liament,  paired  fince  we  had  a  diitina:  legiflature, 
•which  is  greatly  adding  to  cur  confuficn.  The  prac- 
tice  of  our  courts  is  no  lefs  uncertciin  than  the  law. 
Some  of  the  Englifh  rules  are  adopted,  others 
rcjeded.  Two  things  therefore  feem  to  be  abso¬ 
lutely  NECESSARY  lor  the  PUBLIC  SECURITY. 

Firft,  the  palTing  an  act  for  fettling  the  extent  of 
the  EngUfh  laws.  Secondly,  that  the  courts  ordain 
a  oeneral  fett  of  rules  for  the  regulation  of  the 
practice.’* 

How  eafy  it  will  be,  under  this  ftaiC  of  our 
laws,’’  for  an  artful  judge,  to  aft  in  the  mod  ar¬ 
bitrary  manner,  and  yet  cover  his  conduft  under 
fpecious  pretences ;  and  how  difficult  it  will  be  for 
the  injured  people  to  obtain  relief,  may  be  readily 
perceived.  We  may  take  a  voyage  of  miles 

to  complain  and  ait^r  the  trouble  and  hazard  wc 
have  underg'ine,  we  may  hr  told,  that  the  colleftion 
of  the  revenue,  and  maintenance  of  the  preroga¬ 
tive,  mufl  Pot  be  dilcoaraged---and  if  the  mif- 
behaviour  is  fo  grofs  as  to  admit  of  nojuftificacion, 
it  may  be  faid,  that  it  was  an  error  in  judgment 
only,  arifing  from  the  confufion  of  our  laws,  and 
the  zeal  of  the  King’s  Krvants  to  do  their  duty. 

If  the  commiffions  of  judges  d^xtduriny  the  plea- 
fare  of  the  crown^  yet  if  their  falaries  aie  during  the 
pUajure  of  the  people^  there  will  be  feme  check  upon 
their  conduft.  Few  men  will  confent  to  draw  on 

themfelves  the  hatred  and  contempt  of  thofe  among 

whom 


whom  they  live,  for  the  empty  honour  of  being 
judges.  It  is  the  fordid  love  of  gain,  that  tempts 
men  to  turn  their  backs  on  virtue,  and  pay  their 
homage  where  they  ought  not. 

^  As  to  the  third  particular,  the  fupport  of 
civil  government’’— few  words  will  be  fufficient. 

Every  man  of  the  leaft  underftanding  muft  know, 
that  the  executive  power  may  be  exercifed  in  a 
manner  fodifagreeable  and  harrafTing  to  the  people, 
that  it  is  abfolutely  requifite,  that  they  fhould  be 
enabled,  by  the  gentkft  method  which  human 
policy  has  yet  been  ingenious  enough  to  invent, 
that  is,  by  /hutting  their  hands^  to  Admonish” 

(as  Mr.  Hume  fays)  certain  perfons  of  their 

DUTY.” 

What  lhall  we  now  think  when,  upon  looking 
into  the  Jate  aft,  we  find  the  alfemblies  of*  thefe 
provinces  thereby  ftript  of  their  authority  on  thefe 
feveral  heads?  The  declared  intention  of  the  aft 
is,  that  a  revenue  fhould  be  raifed  in  his 
Majesty’s  DOMINIONS  in  America,  for 
making  a  more  certain  and  adequate  provifion  for 
defraying  the  charge  of  the  administration  of 
JUSTICE,  and  the  fupport  of  civil  government 
in  fuch  provinces  where  it  fhall  be  found  neceffary, 
^Ti^’towards  further  defraying  the  expences  of  defend¬ 
ing,  PROTECTING  AND  SECURING  THE  SAID 

DOMINIONS.” 

Let  the  reader  paufe  here  one  moment — and 
refleft — whether  the  colony  in  which  he  lives,  has 
not  made  fuch  certain  and  adequate  provifion” 
for  thefe  purpofes  as  is  by  the  colony  judged  fuitable  to 
its  abilities^  and  all  other  circumjiances.  Then,  let 
him  rtfleft — whether  if  this  aft  takes  place,  money  | 

is  not  to  be  raifed  on  that  colony,  without  its  ^ 

confent^y 
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mfent,  to  make  «  provifion”  thefe  purpofes, 
which  it  does  not  judge  to  be  fuitable  to  its  abilities^ 
'and  all  other  circumftances.  Laftly,  let  him  refleft-- 
whether  the  people  of  that  country  are  not  in  a 
'  ftate  of  the  mod  abjeft  davery,  whofe  property  may  be 
taken  from  them  under  the  notion  of  right,  when 
they  have  refufed  to  give  it, 

For  rriy  part,  I  think  I  have  good  reafbn  for 
vindicating  the  honour 'of  the  aflemblies  on  this 
rntlnLt,%  publicly  afferting,  that  they  have 
made  as  certain  and  adequate  provijion  for  the 
purpofes  ahovementioned^  as  they  ought  to  have  madcy 
and  that  it  fhould  not  be  prefumed,  that  they  will 
not  do  it  hereafter.  Why  then  fhould  thefe  mojt 
important  trujls  be  wrefted  out  of  their  hands? 
Why  fliould  they  not  now  be  permitted  to  enjoy 
that  authority,  which  they  have  exerciled  from  the 
firft  fettlement  of  thefe  colonics  ?  Why  fhould  they 
be  fcandalized  by  this  innovation,  when  their  re- 
fpedfive  provinces  are  now,  and  will  be  for  levcial 
years,  labouring  under  loads  of  debt,  impofed  on 
them  for  the  very  purpofe  now'  fpcken  of?  Why 
fhould  all  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  colonies  be,^  with 
the  utmoft  indignity,  treated  as  a  herd  of  delpicable 
ftupid  wretches,  fo  utterly  v'oid  of  common  fenfe> 
that  they  will  not  even  make  adequate  provifion 
for  the  adminiftration  of  jufticc,  and  the  fup* 
port  of  civil  government”  annong  them,  or  for 
their  own  defence”— though  without  fuch 

provifion”  every  people  muft  inevitably  be 
overwhelmed  with  anarchy  and  deftruftion?  Is  it 
poflible  to  form  an  idea  of  a  davery  more  compleaty 
TC\oxt  tniferable^  vc\QXt  difgraceful^  than  that  ol  a  peo¬ 
ple,  where  juflice  is  adminijtered,  government  exenifedy 
and  'ixftanding  army  maintained-^  at  the  expence 
OF  THE  PEOPLE,  and  yet  without  the  least 
DEPENDANCE  UPON  THEM  ?  It  WC  CaH  find  no 

-  relief 
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relief  from  this  infamous  fituation,  let  Mr,  Gm- 
vtlle  fet  his  fertile  fancy  again  at  work,  and  as  by 
one  exertion  of  it  he  has  ftript  us  of  our  property 
and  liberty^  let  him  by  another  deprive  us  of  our 
iinderftanding\  that,  unconfcious  of  what  we  have 
been  or  are,  and  ungoaded  by  tormenting  refledions, 
we  may  bow  down  our  necks,  with  all  the  ftupid 
ferenity  of  fervitude,  to  any  drudgery,  which  our 
lords  and  mafters  fhall  pleafe  to  command. 

When  the  charges  of  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice,”  the  fupport  of  civil  government,’’  and 
.  the  expences  of  defending,  proteding  and  fe- 
curing”  us,  are  provided  for,  I  (hould  be  glad  to 
know,  upon  what  occafiom  the  crown  will  ever  call 
our  affemblies  together.  Some  few  of  them  may 
meet  of  their  own  accord,  by  virtue  of  their  char¬ 
ters.  But  what  v/ill  they  have  to  do,  when  they 
are  met?  To  what  (hadows  will  they  be  reduced  ? 
The  men,  whofe  delibr  rations  heretofore  had  an 
influence  on  every  matter  relating  to  the  liberty  and 
happinefs  of  themfelves  and  their  conftituents,  and 
whofe  authority  in  domeftic  affairs  at  leaf!:,  might 
well  be  compared  to  that  of  Roman  fenators,  will 
710W  find  their  deliberations  of  no  more  confe- 
quence,  than  thofe  of  conflahles.  They  may  perhaps 
be  allowed  to  make  for  the  yoking  of  hogs,  or 
pounding  of  ft  ray  cattle.  Their  influence  will  hardly 
be  permitted  to  extend  fo  high,  as  the  keeping  roads 
in  repair,  as  that  bufmefs  may  more  properly  be 
executed  by  thofe  who  receive  the  public  cafh. 
One  moft  memorable  example  in  hiftory  is  fo 
applicable  to  the  point  now  in  filled  on,  that  it  will 
form  a. juft  conclufion  of  the  oblervations  that  have 
been  made. 

Spain  was  once  free.  Their  Cortes  refembled  our 
parliaments,  No  money  could  be  raifed  on  the 

fubjeft, 
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fubjeft,  ivithout  their  confent.  One  of  their  kings 
having  received  a  grant  from  them,  to  maintain  a 
war  againft  the  Moors^  defired,  that  if  the  fum 
which  they  had  given,  fliould  not  be  fufficient,  he 
might  be  allowed,  for  that  emergency  only^  to  raife 
more  money  without  ajfembling  the  Cortes.  The 
requeft  was  violently  oppofed  by  thebeft  and  wifcll 
men  in  the  aflembly.  It  was,  however,  complied 
with  by  the  votes  of  a  majority  \  and  this  fingle 
conceflion  was  a  precedent  for  other  conceffions  of 
the  like  kind,  until  at  laft  the  crown  obtained  a 
general  power  of  raifing  money,  in  cafes  of  ne- 
ceflity.  From  that  period  the  Cortes  ceafed  to  be 
ufeful^ — people  ceafed  to  h^free. 

Venienti  occurrite  morho. 

Oppofe  a  difeafe  at  its  beginning. 

A  FARMER, 


G 


L  E  T- 


:  '11 
!  'ii! 


i 

il 


i  i  w  M  H  M  !!fi  II H  P  w  H « l»  H  »  W  H  » II II 11 II «  W  tt 


^  ' 


(  82  ) 


LETTER  X, 


My  dear  Countrymen^ 

HE  ccnfequences,  mentioned  In  the  lad  letter,- 
will  not  be  the  utmoft  limits  of  our  mifery 
and  infamy,  if  the  late  aft  is  acknowledged  to  be 
binding  upon  us.  We  feel  too  fenfibly,  that  any 
imnifterial  meafures  ^  relating  to  thefe  colonies,  are 
foon  carried  luccefsfully  through  the  parliament. 
Certain  prejudices  operate  there  fo  ftrongly  againft 
us,  that  it  may  be  juftly  queftioned,  whether  all  the 
provinces  united,  will  ever  be  able  effedtually  to  call 
to  an  account  before  the  parliament,  any  minifter 
who  fliall  abufe  the  power  by  the  late  afl:  given  to 
the  crown  in  America,  He  may  divide  the  fpoils 
/  na  us  in  what  manner  he  pleafes,  and  we 
Jloall  have  no  way  of  making  him  refponfible.  If  he 
Ihould  order,  that  every  governor  fliall  have  a 
yearly  fahry  of  5000!.  ftcrling  ;  every  chief  jufiice 
of  3000!.  every  interior  officer  in  proportion  ;  and 
fliould  then  reward  the  moft  profligate,  ignorant, 
or  needy  dependants  on  hinifdf  or  his  friends,  wdth 

^  The  ^g^enrleman  mull;  not  wonder  he  was  not  contradicted, 
when,  as  nnnijler^  he  afTerted  the  right  of  par]ian'*en  to  tax 
America,  i  know  nor  how  it  is,  but  there  is  a  modesty  in 
this  houfe,  <nvhich  does  7iot  chufe  to  co7itradid  a  7ni7iijier  I  willi 
gentlemen  would  get  the  better  ol  this  modejiy  If  they  do 

HOT,  PERHAPS  THE  COM.ECTlVE  BODY  MAY  BEGIN  TO 
ABATE  OF  ITS  RESPECT  FOR  THE  R  E  P  R  ES  E  N  T  AT  1  V  E .  ’  Ml', 

Pitt's  Speech. 
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places  of  the  greatcft  truft,  becaufe  they  were  of  the 
oreateft  profit,  this  would  be  called  an  arrangement 
111  confequence  of  the  “  adequate  provifion  for 
defraying  the  charge  of  the  adminiftracion  of 
juftice,  and  the  fupport  of  the  civil  government 
and  if  the  taxes  ftiould  prove  at  any  time  mfufficient 
to  ar.fwer  all  the  expences  of  the  numberlefs  offices, 
which  minifters  may  pleafe  to  create,  furely  the 
houfe  of  commons  will  be  fo  “  modeft,”  as  not  to 
I  “  contradift  a  minifter”  who  ffiall  tell  them,  it  is 
I  become  neceffary  to  lay  a  new  tax  upon  the  colo- 
i  nies,  for  the  laudable  purpofes  of  defraying  the 
charr^es  of  the  “  adminiftration  of  iuftice,  and 
fupport  of  civil  government”  among  them.  Thus, 
in  fa6t,  we  fiiall  be  f  taxed  by  minifters.  In  ffiort, 

I  it  will  be  in  their  power  to  fettle  upon  us  any  civil, 
ECCLESIASTICAL,  Of  MILITARY  cftablifiiment, 
which  they  chufe. 

I 

I 

We  may  perceive,  by  the  example  of  Ireland^ 
how  eager  minifters  are  to  feize  upon,  any  lettled 
revenue,  and  apply  it  in  fupportmg  their  own 
power.  Happy  are  the  men,  and  happy  the 
people^  who  grow  wife  by  the  misfortunes  of  others* 
Earneftly,  my  dear  countrymen,  do  I  befeech  the 
author  of  all  good  gifts,  that  you  may  grow  wife  in 
this  manner;  and  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  take  fuch 
a  liberty,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  you  in  gc- 

d'  Within  this  (Jl'atute  de  tall  agio  ?ion  concedendo)  are  all 
7ienK)  offices  ereded  with  yicuj  fees,  oi  c/t/ offices  with  neav  fees, 
for  that  is  a  tallage  pnt  upon  the  luhjed,  which  cannot  be  done 
without  common  affient  by  ad  of  parli  imcnt.  And  this  doth 
notably  appear  by  a  petition  in  parliament  in  anno  13  H.  IV. 
where  the  commors  complain,  that  an  office  was  erected  for 
meafjrage  of  cloths  and  canvas,  with  a  new  fee  for  the  fame, 
by  colour  of  the  king’s  letters  patents,  and  pray  that  thefe 
letters  patents  may  be  revoked,  for  that  the  king  could  eredt  no 
offices  with  new  fees  to  be  taken  of  the  people,  who  may  not 
fo  be  charged  but  by  parliament.”  2d  Injl.  p.  333, 
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neral,  as  the  beft  method  of  attaining  this  wifdom^ 
diligently  to  ftudy  the  hiftories  of  other  countries.. 
You  will  there  find  all  the  arts,  that  can  poffibly  be 
pradlifed  by  cunning  rulers,  or  falfe  patriots  among 
yourfelves,  fo  fully  delineated,  that,  changing 
names,  the  account  would  fcrve  for  your  own 
times. 

It  is  pretty  well  known  on  this  continent,  that 
IrelandhdL^  with  a  regular  confiftency  of  injuftice, 
been  cruelly  treated  by  minifters  in  the  article  of 
penjions  •,  but  there  are  fome  alarming  circumftances 
relating  to  that  fubjecf,  which  I  wifli  to  have  better 
known  among  us. 

J  The  revenue  of  the  crown  there  arifes  princi¬ 
pally  from  the  Excife  granted  ‘‘  for  pay  of  the- 
army^  and  defraying  other  public  charges^  in  defence 
and  ^refervation  of  the  kingdond^ — from  the  tonnage 
and  additional  poundage  granted  for  pratedfing 
'  the  trade  of  the  kingdom  at  fea^  and  augmenting  the 
public  revenue"^ — from  the  hearth  money  granted— 

"  as 


X  An  enquiry  Into  the  legality  of  penfions  on  the  Irijh  eda- 
blifhment,  by  Alexander  M'Aulajy  Efq;  one  of  the  King’s 
council, 

Mr,  M'Aulay  concludes  his  piece  in  the  following  beautiful 
manner,  “  if  any  penfions  have  been  obtained  on  that  efta- 
blifliment,  to  serve  the  corrupt  purposes  of  ambitious. 
ivtEN.^If  his  Majefty’s  revenues  of  been  employed 

In  penfions,  to  debauch  his  Majest,y’»  subjects  of  both 
kingdoms, — If  the  treafure  of  Ireland  has  been  expended  in 
penfions,  FOR  corrupting  men  of  that  kingdom  to 
betray  their  country;  and  men  of  the  neighbouring 
kingdom  to  betray  both.— -If  Irijh  penfions  have  been  procured, 

TO  SUPPORr  GAMESTERS  AND  G  A  MING  •  HOUSE  S  ;  promoting 

a  vice  which  threatens  national  ruin. — If  penfions  have  been 
purloined  out  of  the  national  treafure  of  Ireland^  under  the 

M/iSK  OF  SALARIES  ANNEXED  TO  PUBLIC  O  F  i  I  C  t  S  ,  U  S  E  L  E.SS 

TO  THE  nation;  newly  invented,  for  the  purposes  of 
CORRUPTION. — If  Ireland^  juft  beginning  to  rec  ver  from  the 

devaftations  of  fliaftacre  and  rebellion j  be  obftru^ed  m  the 
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as  a  “  puWc  revenue^  for  public  charges  and  ex^ 
pences."  There  are  feme  other  branches  of  the 
revenue,  concerning  which  there  is  not  any  exprefs 
appropriation  of  thtm  iot  public  fervicct  but  which 
were  plainly  fo  intended. 

Of  the fe  branches  of  the  revenue  the  crown  is  only 
trufee  for  the  public.  They  are  unalienable.  They 
are  inapplicable  to  any  other  purpofes,  but  thofe  for 
which  they  were  eftabliflaed  ;  and  therefore  are  not 
legally  chargeable  with  penfions. 

There  is  another  kind  of  revenue,  which  is  a  pri¬ 
vate  revenue.  This  is  not  limited  to  any  public 
ufes  but  the  crown  has  the  fame  property  in  it, 
that  any  perfon  has  in  his  eftate.  This  does  not 
amount,  at  the  moft  to  fifteen  thoufand  pounds.,  a 
i  year,  probably  not  to  feven,  and  is  the  only  re¬ 
venue,  that  can  be  legally  charged  with  penfions. 

If  minifters  were  accuftomed  to  regard  the  rights 
or  happinefs  of  the  people,  the  penfions  in  Ireland 
would  not  exceed  the  fum  juft  mentioned  ;  but 
long  fince  have  they  exceeded  that  limit ;  and  in 
December  1765,  a  motion  was  made  in  the  houfc 


progrefs  of  hercure,  by  swarms  of  pension  a  ry  vultu  res 
PREYING  ON  HER  viTAi.s. — If,  by  fquandcring  the  national 
fubftance  of  Ireland^  in  a  licentious  unbounded  profu-  ' 
SIGN  OF  PENSIONS,  inllcad  of  employing  it  in  noorirhing  and 
improving  her  infant  agriculture,  trade,  and  mayiuf allures,  or 
in  enlightening  and  refo)  tning  her  poor,  ignorant,  deluded,  mife* 
ruble  nati'ves  (by  nature  moil  amiable,  moil  valuable,  moil 
worthy  of  public  attention) — IF,  by  .fuch  abufe  of  the  national 
fubfance,  Jloth  and  naftinefs,  cold  and  hunger,  nakedne/s  and 
njoretchednefs ,  popery,  depopulation  and  barbarijtn,  ihll  maintain 
their  ground  ;  fill  deform  a  country,  abounding  ^ith  all  the 
riches  of  nature,  yet  hithertf*  deftined  to  beggary. — If  such 
PENSIONS  be  found  on  the  Irifi)  ellabliihment ;  let  fuch  be  cut 
off:  and  let  the  perfidious  advifers  he  branded  w  ith  indelible 
charaders  of  public  infamy ;  adequate,  if  poffible,  to  the  dif- 
honour  of  their  crime.” 
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oF  commons  In  that  kingdom,  to  addrefs  his  Ma- 
jefty  on  the  great  increafe  of  penfions  on  the  IriJIj 
eftablifliment,  amounting  to  the  fum  of  i58>685L 
’ — in  the  laft  two  years. 

t 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  glofs  over  thefe 
grofs  encroachments,  by  this  fpecious  argument — 

That  expending  a  competent  part  of  the  public 
REVENUE  in  penfions,  from  a  principle  of  charity 
or  generofity,  adds  toahe  dignity  of  the  crown; 
and  is  therefore  ufeful  to  the  public/’  To  give  this 
argument  any  weight,  it  muft  appear,  that  the 
penfions  proceed  from  charity  or  generofity 
only” — and  that  it  ‘‘  adds  to  the  dignity  of  the 
crown,”  to  clire^ly  contrary  to  law,---- 

From  this  condudl  towards  Ireland^  in  open 
violation  of  law,  we  may  eafily  forefee  what  we 
may  expedl,  when  a  minifter  will  have  the  whole 
revenue  of  America  in  his  own  hands,  to  be  dif- 
pofed  of  at  his  own  pleafure  :  for  all  the  monies 
railed  by  the  late  ad:  are  to  be  applied  by  virtue  • 
of  warrants  under,  the  fign  manual,  counterfigned 
by  the  high  trcafurer,  or  any  three  of  the  com- 
miffioners  of  the  treafury.”  .The  residue” 
indeed  is  to  be  paid  inio  the  receipt  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  and  to  be  difpofed  of  by  parliament.” 
So  that  a  minifter  will  have  nothing  to  do,  but  to 
take  care,  that  there  fhall  be  no  refidue,”  and 
he  is  fuperior  to  all  controul. 

Befide's  the  burden  of  penfions  in  Ireland^  which 
have  enormoufly  increafed  within  thefe  tew  years, 
almoft  all  the  offices  in  that  poor  kingdom,  have 
been,  fuice  the  commencement  ot  the  prefent 
century,  and  now  are  beftowed  upon  Jlrangers.  For 
though  the  merit  of  perfons  born  tliere,  juftly 
railes  them  to  places  of  high  trull  when  tr.ey  go 
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abroad,  as  all  Europe  can  witnefs,  yet  he  is  an  un¬ 
commonly  lucky  Iri/ImaHy  who  can  get  a  good  poft 
in  his  NATIVE  country. 

When  I  confider  the  |I  manner  in  vdiich  that 
ifland  has  been,  uniformly  deprefied  for  fo  many 

years 

y  In  Charles  the  fecond’s  time  the  houfeof  commons,  inFn- 
enced  by  fome  fadhous  demagogues,  uere  refolved  to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  Irijh  cattle,  into  England,  Among  other 
arguments  in  favour  of  Ireland  it  was  infilled — “  That  by 
cutting  olf  almoll  entirely  the  trade  between  the  kingdoms,  all 

THE  NATURAL  BANDS  OF  UNION  WERE  DISSOLVED,  and 

nothing  remained  to  keep  the  IriJh  in  their  duty,  force  and 
violence. 

I  “  The  king  (fays  Mr.  Hume,  in  his  hldory  of  England)  was 
I  fo  convinced  of  the  jullnefs  of  thefe  reafons,  that  he  ufed  all  his 
j  intereft  to  oppofe  the  bill,  and  he  openly  declared,  that  he 
i  could  not  give  his  alTent  to  it  with  a  fafe  confcience.  But  the 
j  commons  were  refohite  in  their  purpofe.” — “  And  the  fpirit  of 
I  TYRANNY",  of  njohich  NATIONS  are  as  fifceptiblc  as  indi- 
i  viDUALs,  had  animated  the  Englijh  exrrt-  (Iv  to  exi-rt 
j  their  superiority  O'uer  their  dependant  fate.  No  affair 
could  be  conduced  W’itft  greater  violence  than  this  bv  the 
commons.  They  even  went  fo  far  in  the  preamb'e  of  the 
bill,  as  to  declare  the  importation  of  Irijh  cattle  to  be  a  nu- 
sange.  By  this  expreffion  thev  gave  icope  to  iheii  pajfon,  and 
and  at  the  fame  time  harred  the  king's  prerogative,  b.  which  he 
might  think  himfelf  entitled  to  Jiipeide  vvuh  a  law,  so  full 
OF  INJUSTICE  and  BAD  POLICY.  T'he  lords  expunged  the 
word,  but  as  the  kin^  was  fenfible  that  no  fupply  would  b.  given 
by  the  commons,  unlefs  they  were  gratified  in  all  their  preju¬ 
dices,  he  was  obli  ed  both  to  employ  his  inteiell  w'lth  the 
peers,  to  make  the  bill  pafs,  and  to  give  the  royal  affent  to  it. 
He  could  not,  however,  forbear  cxprt  (ling  his  dilpleafure,  at 
the  jealoufy  entertained  againil  him,  and  at  ti.e  intention  which 
the  commons  difcovercd  of  retrenching  hi  -  preiopative. 

Thislavj  brought  great  difrefs  forfotne  time  upon  Ireland,  but 
it  ha  occasioned  I  heir  applying  with  greater 
industry  to  manufactures,  and  has  proved  in  'I'HK 
j  issue  beneficial  I’O  that  kingdom.” 

Perhaps  the  fame  reafon  occafioned  the  “  barring  the  king's 
prerogative”  in  the  late  ad  fulpending  the  legiflation  of  AVw 
York. 
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years  pafl:,  with  this  pernicious  parlicularity  of 
their  §  parliament  continuing  as  long  as  the  crown 
pleafes^  1  am  aftonilhed  to  obferve  juch  a  love  of 
liberty  ftill  animating  that  loyal  and  generous 
nation ;  and  nothing  can  raife  higher  my  idea  of 
the  INTEGRITY  and  ^  public  spirit  of  a  people, 

who 

This  we  may  be  afiared  of,  that  we  are  as  dear  to  his  Ma^ 
jefty,  as  the  people  of  Qreat-Britain  are.  We  are  his  fuhjeds 
as  well  as  they,  and  as  faithful  fuhjeSis ;  and  his  Majeily  has 
given  too  many,  too  conitant  proofs  of  his  piety  and  virtue,  for 
any  man  to  think  it  poilible,  \\\2A  fuch  a  prince  can  make  any 
unjuft  diftindion  between  fitch  fuhjeds.  It  makes  no  difference 
to  his  Majefty,  whether  fupphes  are  raifed  in  Great -Britain,  or 
America  ;  but  it  makes  Jo?ne  difference  to  the  commons  of  that 
kingdom. 

Tofpeak  plainly,  as  becomes  an  honeft  man  on  fuch  impor¬ 
tant  occafions,  aU  our  misfortunes  are  owing  to  a  lust  of 
POWER  in  men  of  abilities  and  influence.  This  prowpts  them  to 
feek  POPULARITY  expedients  profitable  to  themfelves,  though 
.  ever  fo  deftrudive  to  their  country. 

Such  is  the  accurfed  nature  of  lawlefs  ambition,  and  yet— 
What  heart  but  melts  at  the  thought ! — Such  falfe  deteftable 
PATRIOTS,  in  e^jery  nation,  have  led  their  blind,  confiding 
country,  Ihouting  their  applaufes,  into  the  jaws  of  Jhame  and 
ruin.  May  the  wiidom  and  goodnefs  of  the  people  of  Great- 
Britain,  fave  them  from  the  ufual  fate  of  nations 

««  -  MENTEM  MORTALIA  TANGUNT.” 

§  The  laft  Irijh  parliament  continued  33  years,  during  all  the 
late  king’s  reign.  The  prefent  parliament  there  has  continued 
from  the  beginning  of  this  reign,  and  probably  will  continue 
till  this  reign  ends. 

^  I  am  informed,  that  within  tbefe  few  years,  a  petition  was 
piefented  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  fetting  forth,  “  that  her¬ 
rings  were  imported  into  Ireland  from  Ibme  foreign  parts  of 
the  north  fo  cheap,  as  to  difcourage  the  Britijh  herring  filhery, 
and  therefore  praying  that  fomc  remedy  might  be  applied  in  that 
behalf  by  parliament. 

TTat  upon  this  petition,  the  houfe  came  to  a  refolution,  to 
impofe  a  duty  of  two  fluiiings  fteriing  on  every  barrel  of  fo¬ 
reign  herrings  imported  in.o  Ireland',  but  afterwards  dropt  the 
affair,  for  fear  of  engagitjc  in  a  dispute  with  Ire¬ 
land  ABOUT  THE  RIG  HT  OF  taxing  her. 

So  much  higher  was  the  opinion,  which  the  houfe  entertained 
of  the  fpirit  of  Ireland,  than  of  that  of  thefe  colonies, 

I  find. 


c  89  ) 

who  have  preferved  the  facred  fire  of  f/eedom  from 
being  extinguifhed,  though  the  altar  on  which  it 
burnt,  has  been  overturned. 

In  the  fime  manner  fhall  we  unqueftionably  be 
treated,  as  foon  as  the  late  taxes  laid  upon  us,  (hall 
make  ports  in  the  government,”  and  the  “  ad- 
miniftration  of  jurtice”  here^  worth  the  attention 
of  perfons  of  influence  in  Great-Britain.  Wc 
I  know  enough  already  to  fatify  us  of  this  truth. 
But  this  will  not  be  the  worrt  part  of  our  cafe. 

The  principals  in  all  great  offices  will  refide  in 
England^  making  fome  paltry  allowance  to  deputies 
for  doing  the  bufinefs  here.  Let  any  man  confider 
I  what  an  exhaurting  drain  this  murt  be  upon  us, 

I  when  minirters  arepolTefTed  of  the  power  of  affixing 
I  what  falaries  they  pleafe  to  ports,  and  he  murt  be 
j  convinced  how  deftrudive  the  la;c  ad  will  be. 
The  injured  kingdom  lately  mentioned,  can  tell  us 
the  mifehiefs  of  absentees  ;  and  we  may  pe^'ceive 
•  already  the  fame  difpofition  taking  place  with  us. 
The  government  of  New -York  has  been  exercifed 
by  a  deputy.  That  of  Virginia  is  now  held  fo  ; 
and  we  know  of  a  number  of  fecretaryfliips,  col- 
ledorfhips,  and  other  offices  held  in  the  fame 
manner. 


I  find,  in  the  laft  EngliJJ?  papers,  that  the  refolution  and  firm- 
nefs  with  which  the  people  of  Ireland  have  lately  aflcrted  their 
freedom,  have  been  I0  alarming  to  Great  Britain,  that  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  in  his  fpeech  on  the  20th  of  lalt  OSioher^ 
**  recommended  to  that  parliament,  that  fuch  provifion  may  be 
made  for  fecuring  the  judges  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  ojiees  and 
appointment during  their  good  behaviour,  as  iliall  be 
thought  moft  expedient.’’ 

What  an  important  conceffion  is  thus  obtained,  by  mrking 
demands  becoming  freemen,  with  a  courage  and  perfevcrance 
becoming  fieemen  ! 

True 
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True  It  IS,  that  if  the  people  of  Great  •Britain 
were  not  too  much  blinded  by  the  paffions,  that 
have  been  artfully  excited  in  their  breads,  againft 
their  dutiful  children  the  colonifts,  thefe  confidera^ 
tioii  would  be  nearly  as  alarming  to  them  as  to  us. 
The  influence  of  the  crown  was  thought  by  wife 
men,  many  years  ago,  too  great,  by  reafon  of  the 
multitude  of  penfions  and  places  beftowed  by  it. 
Thefe  have  been  vaftly  encreafed  flncei^,  and  per¬ 
haps  it  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  prove  that 
the  people  have  decreafed. 

/ 

Surely  therefore,  thofe  who  wifh  the  welfare  of 
their  country,  ought  ferioufly  to  refleft,  what  may 

One  of  the  reafons  urged  by  that  great  and  honeft  ftatef> 
man  Sir  Willia7n  Temple,  to  Charles  the  fecond,  in  his  famous 
remonllrance,  to  diifuade  him  from  aiming  at  arbitrary 
power,  was,  that  the  king  had  few  offices  to  bellow.  ^’Hu?fie's 
Hill,  of  England, 

“  Tho’  the  wings  of  prerogative  have  been  dipt,  the  influ¬ 
ence  ofc^the  crown  is  greater  than  ever  it  was  in  any  period  of 
our  hiftory.  For  when  we  conflder  in  how  many  boroughs  the 
government  has  the  votes  at  command  ;  when  we  conflder  the 
vail  body  of  perfons  employed  in  the  colleftion  of  the  revenue, 
in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  the  inconceivable  number  of 
placemen,  and  candidates  for  places  in  the  cufloms,  in  the 
excife,  in  the  poll  office,  in  the  dock-yards,  in  the  ordnance,  in 
the  fait  office,  in  the  llamps,  in  the  navy  and  vidualling  offices, 
and  in  a  variety  of  other  departments  ;  when  we  conflder  agaiu 
the  extenflve  influence  of  the  money  corporations,  fubfeription 
jobbers  and  contradors  the  endlefs  dependanctes  created  by  the 
obligations  conferred  on  the  bulk  of  the  gentlemens  families 
throughout  the  kingdom,  who  have  relations  preferred  in  our 
navy  and  numerous  Handing  army ;  when  I  fay,  we  conflder 
how  wide,  how  binding  a  dependance  on  the  crown  is  created 
by  the  above  enumerated  particulars;  and  the  great,  the  enor¬ 
mous  weight  and  iriflucnce  which  the  crown  derives  from  this 
extenflve  dependance  upon  its  favour  and  power,  any  lord  in 
waiting,  any  lord  of  the  bed-chamber,  any  man  may  be  ap¬ 
pointed  miniller.’’ 

A  doflrine  to  this  effc£l  is  faid  to  have  been  the  advice  of  L — 
FI — Eate  Ne^vs  Paper, 
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be  the  confcqnence  of  fuch  a  new  creation  of  offices ' 
in  the  difpofal  of  the  crown.  The  army^  the  ad- 
minijlration  of  juftice^  and  the  civil  government  here 
'with  fuch  faJarics  as  the  crown  ffiall  pleafe  to  annex 
will  extend  minijierial  influence  as  much  b-yond 
its  former  bounds,  as  the  late  war  -  did  the  Britijh 
dominions. 

But  whatever  the  people  of  Great-Britain  may 
think  on  this  occafion,  I  hope  the  people  of  thefe 
colonies  will  unanimoully  join  in  this  f:ntrment, 
that  the  late  a6l  of  parliament  is  injurious  to  their 
liberty,  and  that  this  fentiment  will  unite  them  in  a 
firm  oppofition  to  it,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
dread  of  the  flamp-a^  did. 


Some  perfons  may  imagine  the  fums  to  be  raifed 
by  it,  are  but  fmal],  and  therefore  may  be  incl  ned 
to  acquielce  undei  it.  A  conduft  more  dangerous 
to  f  eedom,  as  before  has  been  obferved,  can  never 
be  adopted.  Nothing  is  wanting  at  home  but  a  * 
PRECEDENT,  the  force  of  which  ffiall  be  eftablidi- 
ed,  by  the  tacit  fubmiffion  of  the  colonies.  With 
what  zeal  was  the  fcacute  erefting  the  pod-office, 
and  another  relating  to  the  recovery  of  debts  in 
America^  urged  and  tofturevl,  as  precedents  in  fup- 
port  of  the  Jiamp-aA,  rho’  wholly  in  ipplicabie. 
If  the  parliament  iuccecd-  in  this  attempt,  other 
ftatutes  will  irnpofe  other  duties.  Indead  of  taxing 
ourlelves,  as  we  have  been  accuftomed  to  do,  from 

*  Here  may  be  cbfervcJ,  that  when  any  ancient  law  or 
cuflom  of  parliament  i,  b  oken,  and  the  crown  pofipfled  cf  a 
precedent,  how  difficult  a  thing  it  is  to  rejlore  the  fubjcci  a<rain  to 
pis  FORMER  FREEDOM  AND  SA.  ETY.”  zd  Cokc's  Ind,  n.  r2Q. 

^  It  IS  not  almoR  credible  wfore/ce,  when  any  maxim  Qy  'fun- 
aamental  la^iv  o\  this  realm  is  altered  (as  clfewhere  hath  t'.cea 
oblerved)  what  dangerous  inaiiveniencks  do  follow.’^  Ath  Colds 
Pfl,  41.  '  ^ 

the 
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tlie  firft  fettlement  of  thefe  provinces,  all  our  ufual 
taxes  will  be  converted  into  parliamentary  taxes  on 
our  importations ;  and  thus  the  parliament  will  levy 
upon  us  fuch  fums  of  money  as  they  chuie  to  take 
without  any  other  limitation^  than  their  pleafure. 

We  know  how  much  labour  and  care  have  been 
beftowed  by  thele  colonies,  in  laying  taxes  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  they  fhould  be  moft  eajy  to  the  peo¬ 
ple,  by  being  laid  on  the  proper  articles;  moft 
equals  by  being  proportioned  to  every  man  s  cir- 
'  cumftances  ;  and  cheapejl^  by  the  method  direfted 
for  colledting  them. 

But  parliamentary  taxes  will  be  laid  on  us,  with¬ 
out  any  confideration,  whether  there  is  any  eafier 
mode.  The  only  point  regarded  will  be,  the  cer^ 
tainty  of  levying  of  taxes^  and  not  the  convenience 
of  the  people  on  whom  they  are  to  be  levied;  and 
therefore  all  ftatutes  on  this  head  will  be  fuch  as 
will  be  moft  likely,  according  to  the  favountfe 
phrafe,  to  execute  themlelves.’’ 

Taxes  in  every  free  date  have  been,  and  ought 
to  be,  as  exaftly  proportioned  as  is  pqjfible  to  the 
abilities  of  thofe  who  .are  to  pay  them.  They  cannot 
otherwife  be  juft.  Even  a  Hottentot  would  compre¬ 
hend  the  unreafonablenefs  of  making  a  poor  man 
pay  as  much  as  for  defending”  the  property  ot  a 
rich  rhan,  as  the  rich  man  pays  himfelf. 

Let  any  perfon  look  into  the  late  aft  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  he  will  immediately  perceive,'  that  the 
immenfe  eftaces  of  Lord  Fairfax,  Lord  11  Baltimore, 


j|  Maryland  and 
warinell  disputes,  in 
of  their  proprietors 


Femi/ylvania  have  been  engaged  in  the 

order  to  obtain  an  equal  and  juft  taxation 

ettates :  but  this  late  aft  of  parliament  does 

more 
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arui  our  proprietaries^  which  are  amongft  his  Majef*  * 
ty’s  other  “  dominions”  to  be  defended,  pro- 
tedled  and  fecured”  by  the  ad,  will  not  pay  a  Jingle 
farthing  for  the  duties  thereby  impofed,  except 
Lord  Fairfax  wants  fome  of  his  windows  glazed  ; 
Lord  Baltimore  and  our  proprietaries  are  quite  fe- 
cure,  as  they  live  in  England. 

I  mention  thefe  particular  cafes,  as  ftriking  in- 
ftances  how  far  the  late  ad:  is  a  deviation  from  that 
principle  of  jujlice^  which  has  lb  conftantly  diftin- 
guifhed  our  own  laws  on  this  continent,  and  ought 
to  be  regarded  in  all  laws. 

The  third  confideration  with  our  continental 
affemblies  in  laying  taxes,  has  been  the  7nethod  of 
colleding  them.  This  has  been  done  by  a  few 
officers,  under  the  infpedion  of  the  refpedive  af- 
femblies,  with  moderate  allowances.  No  fnore  was 
raifed  from  the  fubje^l^  than  was  ufed  for  the  in¬ 
tended  purpofes.  But  by  the  late  ad,  a  minifler 
may  appoint  as'many  officers  as  he  pleafes  for  collcd- 
ing  the  taxes ;  may  affign  them  what  falaries  he 
thinks  ‘‘  adequate  and  they  are  fubjed  to  no  /«- 
[peel ion  but  his  own. 

In  fhort,  if  the  late  ad  of  parliament  takes 
effed,  thele  colonies  muft  dwindle  into  common 
CORPORATIONS,”  as  their  enemies,  in  the  debates 
concerning  the  repeal  of  the  [lamp  a5l^  JtrenuouJly 
infifted they  were\  and  it  feems  not  improbable  that 
fome  future  hiftorian  may  thus  record  our  fall. 

The  eighth  year  of  this  reign  was  diftinguiffi- 
ed  by  a  very  memorable  events  the  American  polonies 

then 

more  for  thofe  proprietors  than  they  themfelves  would  ventu^rc 
to  demand.  It  totally  exempts  them  from  raxation — tho’  iheir 
vaft  ellatesare  to  be  “  fecured”  by  the  taxes  ol'  other  people. 
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fiibmitting  for  the  FIRST  time,  to  be  taxed  by 
the  Brit'ijh  parliament.  An  attempt  of  this  kind 
had  been  made  about  two  years  before,  but  was  de- 
featcd  by  the  vigorous  exertions  of  the  feveral  pro¬ 
vinces,  in  defence  of  their  liberties.  Their  beha¬ 
viour  on  that  occafion  renciered  tht  ir  name  very  ce¬ 
lebrated  for  a  Jloort  time  all'  over  Europe-^  all  ftates 
being  extremely  attentive  to  a  difpute  between 
Great-  Britain^  and  fo  confiderable  a  part  of  her  domi¬ 
nions.  For  as  fhe  was  thought  to  be  grown  too  pow¬ 
erful  by  the  fuccefsful  conclufion  of  the  late  war  fhe 
had  teen  engaged  in,  it  was  hoped  by  many,  that  as 
it  happened  before  to  other  kingdoms,  civil  dilcords 
would  afford  opportunities  of  revenging  all  the  in¬ 
juries  fuppefed  to  be  received  from  her.  However, 
the  caufe  of  diffenfion  was  removed,  by  a  repeal 
of  .the  ftatute  that  had  given  offence.  This  affair 
rendered  the  submissive  conduct  of  the  colonies 
fo  foon  after,  the  more  extraordinary  ;  there  being 
m  difference  between  the  mode  of  taxation  which 
they  oppofed,  and  that  to  which  they  fubmitted, 
but  this,  that  by  the  firfl,  they  were  to  be  con¬ 
tinually  reminded  that  they  were  taxed^  by  certain 
marks  ftamped  on  every  piece  of  paper  or  parch¬ 
ment  they  ufed.  The  authors  of  that  ftatute  tri¬ 
umphed  greatly  on  this  condu6l  of  the  colonies, 
and  infifted,  that  if  the  people  of  Great  Britain  had 
perfifted  in  enforcing  it,  the  Americans  would  have 
been,  in  a  few  fo  fatigued  with  the  efforts 

of  patriotifin^  that  they  Vvould  quickly  have  yielded 
obedience. 

Certain  it  is,  that  tho’  they  bad  before  their 
eyes  fo  many  illuftri oils  examples  in  their  mother  coun¬ 
try,  of  the  conflant  fucceis  attending  and 

perfeverance^  in  oppofuion  fo  dangerous  encroach¬ 
ments  on  liberty,  yet  they  quietly  gave  up  a  point 
of  the  LAST  IMPORTANCE.  Fiom  thence  the 

decline 
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decline  of  their  freedom  began,  and  its  decay  was 
extremely  rapid  ;  for  as  money  was  always  raifed 
upon  tliem  by  the  parliament,  their  ajfemblies  grew 
immediately  ufelefs^  and  in  a  fliort  time  contempti* 
hie :  and  in  Itfs  than  one  hundred  years  the  peo¬ 
ple  funk  down  into  that  tamenefs  and  fuplnenefs  of 
fpirit,  by  which  they  ftill  continue  to  be  diftin- 

guiflied.’’ 

'  Et  major es  vejlros  &  pojieros  cogitate. 

Remember  your  anceftors  and  your  pofterity. 

A  FARMER. 


<f  inniu 
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letter  XL 


My  dear  Countrymen, 

IH  A  V  E  feveral  times  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  let¬ 
ters,  mentioned  the  late  aft  of  parliament,  as 
being  the  foundation  of  future  meafures  injurious  to 
thefe  colonies;  and  the  belief  of  this  truth,  I  wifh 
to  prevail,  becaufe  I  think  it  neceffary  to  our 
fafety. 

A  perpetual  jealoufy  refpefting  liberty,  is  abfolute- 
ly  requifite  in  all  free  ftates.  The  very  texture  of 
their  conftitution  in  mixt  governments  demands  it. 
For  the  cautions  with  which  power  is  diftributed 
among  the  feveral  orders,  imply,  that  each  has  that 
fhare  which  is  proper  for  the  general  welfare,  and 
therefore,  that  any  further  acquifition  muft  be  per¬ 
nicious.  *  Machiavel  employs  a  whole  chapter  in 
his  difcourfes,  to  prove  that  a  ftate,  to  be  long 
lived,  muft  be  frequently  correfted  and  reduced  to 
it’s  firft  principles.  But  ol  all  ftates  that  have  ex- 
ifted,  there  never  was  any,  in  which  this  jealoufy 
could  be  more  proper  than  in  thefe  colonies.  For 

*  Machiavel'^  Difcourfes, — b.  3,  ch.  i; 

the 


p 


(  97  ) 

the  government  here  is  not  only  mixt^  but  defen* 
dant^  which  circumftance  occafions  a  peculiarity  in 
itsform^  of  a  very  delicate  nature. 

Two  reafons  induce  me  to  defire,  that  this  fpirit 
of  apprehenfion  may  be  always  kept  among  us,  in  it’s 
utmoll  vigilance.  The  firft  is  this,  that  as  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  thefe  provinces  indubitably  confifts  in  their 
connexion  with  Great-Britain^  any  reparation  be¬ 
tween  them  is  Icfs  likely  to  be  occafioned  by  civil 
dif^ords,  it  every  difgufting  meafure  is  oppofed 
fingly  and  ^hile  it  is  new.  For  in  this  manner  of 
proceeJing,  every  fuch  meafure  is  moft  likely  to  be 
reftified.  On  the  other  hand,  oppretTions  and  dif- 

fatisfaftions  being  permitted  to  accumulate - if 

ever  the  governed  throw  off  the  load,  they  will  do 
more.  A  people  does  not  reform  with  moderation. 

The  rights  of  the  fubjefl  therefore  cannot  be  too 
often  confidered,  explained  or  afferted ;  and  who¬ 
mever  attempts  to  do  this,  fhews  himfelf,  whatever 
may  be  the  lafh  and  peevifh  reflections  of  pretenJ- 
ed  wifdom,  and  pretended  duty,  a  friend  to  thofe 
who  injudicioufly  exercifc  their  power,  as  well  as  to 
them  over  whom  it  is  fo  exerciled. 

Had  all  the  points  of  prerogative,  claimed  by 
Charles  the  firft,  been  feparately  contefted  and  fet¬ 
tled  in  preceding  reigns,  his  fate  would  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  have  been  very  different;  and  the  people 
would  have  been  content  with  that  liberty  which  is 
compatible  with  regal  authority.  But  he  ^  thought, 

ic 


*  The  author  is  fenfihlp,  that  this  puttinj^  tlie  genticfl  con- 
{Irudlion  on  Charles'^  condu6l ;  and  that  is  the  rcafon  he  chufes 
it.  Allowances  ought  to  be  made  for  the  cirors  of  thufe  men, 
who  are  acknowledged  to  have  been  polfetl  C)f  many  virtues. 
The  education  of  this  unhappy  Prince^  and  his  confidence  in 

il  nun 
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it  would  be  as  dangerous  for  him,  to  give  up  the 
powers  which  at  any  time  had  been  by  ufurpation 
exercifed  by  the 'crown,  as  thofe,  that  were  legally 
veiled  in  it.  This  produced  an  equal  excefs  on  the 
part  of  the  people:  for  when  their  pafTions  were  ex¬ 
cited  by  multiplied  grievances,  they  thought  it  would 
be  as  dangerous  for  them,  to  allow  the  powers  that 
were  legally  veiled  in  the  crown,  as  thofe  which  at 
any  time  had  been  by  ufurpation  exercifed  by  it. 
A£ts,  that  might  by  themfelves^  have  been  upon 
many  confiderations  excufed  or  extenuated,  derived 
a  contagious  malignancy  anci  odium  from  other  afts, 
with  which  they  were  connefted.  They  vere  not 
regarded  according  to  the  fingle  force  of  each,  but 
as  parts  of  a  fyftem  of  oppretTion.  Every  one 
therefore,  however  fmali  in  itfclf,  became  alarming, 

'  as  an  additional  evidence  of  tyrannical  defigns.  It 
was  in  vain  for  prudent  and  moderate  men  to  infill, 
that  there  was  no  necefficy  to  abolifh  royalty:  No- 
rhing  lefs  than  the  utter  dellrudlion  of  monarchy 
could  fatisfy  thofe,  who  had  luffered,  and  thought 
they  had  reafon  to  believe,  they  always  Jhould  fuffer 
under  it. 

The  confequences  of  thefe  mutual  diftrufts  are 
well  known.  But  there  is  no  ocher  people  men¬ 
tioned  in  hillory,  that  1  reco!]e£l,  who  have  been 
lb  conftanrly  watchful  of  their  liberty,  and  fo  fuc- 
cefslui  in  their  llruggles  for  it,  as  the  EngliJfj.  This 
confideration  leads  me  to  a  fecond  reafon,  why  I 
defire  that  the  fpirit  of  apprehenfion  may  be  al- 
ways  kept  up  among  us,  in  its  utmofl:  vigilance.’* 

incn  not  (b  o^nod  or  wife  as  himfelf,  had  probably  fi'lcd  him  with 
inillakcn  notions  of  his  own  authority,  aud  of  the  corifequences 
that  would  attend  concefiions  of  any  kind  to  a  people,  who  were 
rcprcfcntcd  to  him  as  aiming  at  too  much  power. 
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The  firft  principles  of  gov^ernment  are  to  be  look¬ 
ed  for,  in  human  nature.  Some  of  the  b-ft  writers 
have  afferted,  and  it  feems  with  good  reafon,  that 
‘‘  government  is  founded  on  *  opinion"^ 

Custom  undoubtedly,  has  a  mighty  force  in 
producing  opinion^  and  reigns  in  nothing  more  ar¬ 
bitrarily  than  in  public  affairs.  It  gradually  recon¬ 
ciles  us  to  obje£lseven  of  dread  and  deteftation,  and 
I  cannot  but  think  thefe  lines  of  Mr.  Pope  as  appli^- 
cable  to  vice  in  politics  as  to  vice  in  ethics . - 

Vice  is  a  monfter  of  fo  horrid  mien. 

As  to  be  hated,  needs  but  to  be  feen  *, 

Yet  feen  too  of t^  familiar  with  her  fice. 

We  firft  then  then  embrace 

V/hen  an  a£l  injurious  to  freedom  has  been  once 
done,  and  the  people  bear  it,  the  repetition  of  it  is 
moft  likely  to  meet  with  fubmiffion  :  For  as  the 
tnifehief  of  the  one  was  found  to  be  tolerable,  they 
will  hope  the  fecond  will  prove  lb  too;  and  they 
will  not  regard  the  infa7ny  of  the  laft,  becaule  they 
are  ftained  with  that  of  the  firft. 

Indeed  nations  in  general  are  more  apt  to  feel 
than  to  think  ;  and  therefore  i^iations  in  generil  have 
loft  their  liberty  :  For  as  the  violation  of  the  rights 
of  i\)t  governed^  are  commonly  nor  only  fpecious^ 
but  fmall  at  the  beginning,  they  fpread  over  the 
multicude  in  fach  a  manner,  as  ro  touch  individuals 
but  flightly  ;  thus  they  are  difregarded  The 

power 

*  s  FiTays. 

•r  Omnia  jnala  cxsjr.pin  ex  bonis  iniliis  orta  Junt. 

S A  LL.  Bell.  Cat.  ! .  t;?. 

t  “  republic  is  always  attacked  v\  ith  greater  vigour  than  it 
is  defended :  tor  ilis  audacious  and  profd^ate^  proniptcd  by  the  r 
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powef  or  profit  that  arifes  from  thefe  violations, 
anicring  in  few  perfonSt  is  to  them  confiderable. 
For  this  realon,  governors  having  in  view  their 
particular  purpofes,  luccefTively  preferve  an  unifor¬ 
mity  of  conduct  for  attaining  them;  they  regularly 
increafe  and  multiply  the  firft  injuries,  till  at  length 
the  inattentive  people  are  compelled  to  perceive  the 
heavinefs  of  their  burthens  They  begin  to  com¬ 
plain  and  inquire — but  too  late.  They  find  their 
oppreffions  lb,  ftrengthened  by  fuccefs,  ano  them- 
felves  fo  entangled  in  examples  of  exprefs  authority 
on  the  part  of  their  rulers,  and  of  tacit  recognition 
cn  their  own  part,  that  they  are  quite  confounded  : 
For  millions  entertain  no  other  idea  of  the  legality  of 
power,  than  that  it  is  founded  on  the  ex.  m/e  of 
power.  They  then  voluntarily  fallen  their  chains 
by  adopting  a  pufillanimous  opmon,_  “  that  there 

Will  be  too  much  danger  in  atccnipting  a  remedy 

_ or  another  cpinlon  no  lefs  fatal,  that  the  go- 

“  vernment  has  a  right  to  treat  them  as  it  does. 
They  then  feek  a  wretched  relief  for  their  minds,  by 
perfuading  themfelvcs,  that  to  yield  their  obedkme, 
is  to  difeharge  their  duty.  The  deplorable  poverty 
of  fpirit,  that  proftrates  all  the  dignity  beftowed  by 
Divine  Providence  on  our  nature— c/  courfe  fuc- 

ceeds. 

From  thefe  refleitlons,  I  conclude  that  every 

free  ftate  fiiould  inceflPantly  watch,  and  inftantly 

take 


nstvual  enmhy  to  It,  are  kipelkd  to  aft  upon  the  leajl  W 
of  iJieir  leaders:  whereas  the  honest.  I  know  "o' « 
generally  floav  and  unwilling  to  ftir;  and  negUdlsssg  always  the 
BEGtNN.Nr.s  OK  TH.NGS.  trc  /tr-urK  roujU  to  exert  themlelves 

bat  bv  the  /«/ ;  fo  that  through  1°”/"': 

OELAy,  when  they  would  be  glad  to  compound  at  laiUoi  them 

noiK  r  at  the  exjence  even  of  their  ttONOua,  they  —  r 

CrVrrA  orat.  tor  - 
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take  alarm  on  any  addition  being  made  fo  the  power 
exercifed  over  them.  Innumerable  inftances  might 
be  produced  to  fhew,  from  what  flight  beginnings 
the  mod  excenfivc  confequences  have  flowed  :  But 
I  felefl:  two  only,  from  the  hiflory  of  England. 

Henry  feventh,  was  the  JirJl  monarch  of  that 
kingdom,  who  eftabliflied  a  ftanding  body  of  armed 
wen\  this  was  a  band  of  fifty  archers,  called  Yeo¬ 
men  of  the  Guard;  and  this  inftituiion,  nocwith- 
fl-anding  the  fmallnefs  of  the  number,  occafioned 
difcontent.  In  1684  the  ftanding  forces  were  fo 
much  augmented,  that  Rapin  fays — The  king  in 
order  to  make  his  people  fully  fenjtble  of  them  neit) 
‘‘  fiavery^  affedted  to  mufter  bis  rroops,  which 
amounted  to  4000  well  armed  and  difciplined 
men.”  I  think  our  army  at  this  time  confilts  of 
more  than  feveniy  regiments. 

The  method  of  taxing  by  excise,  was  fi'fl  in¬ 
troduced  amidft  the  convulfions  of  the  civil  wars. 
Extreme  neceflity  was  pretended,  and  iis  fliort  con¬ 
tinuance  promifed.  After  the  reftoration,  an  excife 
upon  heer^  ale^  and  other  liquors^  was  gramed  to  the 
king  one  half  in  fee,  the  other  for  life,  as  an  equi¬ 
valent  for  the  court  of  wards.  Upon  fames  the  fe- 
cond’s  acceflion,  the  f  parliament  gave  him  the  firfl: 
excife  with  an  additional  duty  on  wmCy  tohaccoy  and 
fome  things.  Since  the  revolution,  it  has  been 
extended  to  fait,  candles,  leather,  hides,  hops, 
f  ap,  paper,  pafte* boards,  mill-boards,  fcale-boai  ds, 
vellum,  parchment,  ftarch,  filks,  callicoes,  linens. 

Such  were  the  fentiments  of  this  great  and  excellent  man, 
whofe  vart  abilities,  and  the  calamities  of  the  time  in  which  he 
lived,  enabled  him,  by  mournful  experience,  to  form  a  juft 
judgement  on  the  condud  of  the  friends  and  enemies  of  liberty. 

*  12  Car.  II.  ch,  23  and  24. 
t  *  Ib  ch.  i  and  4. 

fl  3  ftufTs, 
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fluffs,  printec^,  ftained,  &c.  wines,  wrought  plate, 
coffee,  tea,  chocolate,  &c. 

/ 

Thus,  aftafidwg  army  and  excife,  have  from  their 
firft  (lender  origin,  though  always  hated^  always 
feared,  always  oppofed,  fwelled  up  to  their  prefent 
vaft  bulk. 

Thefe  fidts  are  fufficient  to  fupport  what  I  have 
faid.  ’Tis  true,  that  all  the  mifchiels  apprehended 
by  our  anceftors,  from  a  Jianding  army  and  excife, 
have  not  yet  happened  •,  but  it  does  not  follow  from 
thence,  that  they  will  not  happen.  The  infide  of  a 
houfe  may  catch  fire,  and  the  100(1  valuable  apart¬ 
ments  be'ruined,  before  the  flame  burft  our.  The 
queflion  in  thefe  cafes  is  not,  what  evil  has  aSlually 

attended  p‘in\cu\2.'c  meafures - but,  what  evil  in 

the  nature  of  things,  is  likely  to  attend  them.  Cer¬ 
tain  circumftances  may  for  fome  time  delay  effedls, 
that  were  reafonaMy  expehled,  and  that  muji  enfue. 
There  was  a  long  period  after  the  Romans  had  pro¬ 
rogued  his  command  to  *  ^lintus  Pubhtius  Philo, 
before  that  example  deliroyed  their  liberty.  All 
our  kings  from  the  revolution  to  the  prefent  reign, 
have  been  foreigners.  Their  ntiniflers  generally  con¬ 
tinued  but  a  fliort  time  in  f  authority,  and  they 
themfeives  were  mild  and  virtuous  princes. 

A  bold 


In  the  year  of  the  city  42^'“ - Duo  Jlngtilurla  hrecci  -viio 

primum  conligere  :  Prorogafio  imperii  non  ante  in  uUofaSa,  et 
“  aSo  honore  triumphal. "  ^ 

“  Had  the  re!t  of  the  Roman  citizens  imitated  the  example  of 
“  L.  01pntiui,  who  refufed  to  have  his  confollhip  continued  to 
**  him  they  had  never  admitted  that  cu{tom  of  proroguing  ot 
“  maaiarates  and  then  the  prolongation  of  their  commands  in 
the'army  had  never  been  introduced,  n.vhich  <very  thing  ai 

kn'irth  the  ruin  of  that  commonwealth:' 

Machia'vePsI)\koxxrks,  b.  5.  ch.  24. 

-}•  I  don't  know  but  wliat  it  may  be  faid  with  a  good  deal  of 
’  reaion> 
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* 

A  hold  amlitious  prince,  pofleffed  of  great  ahi-,. 
lities^  firmly  fixed  m  his  throne  by  deficent^  fcrved  by 
minijlers  like  himfelf^  and  rendered  either  venerable 
or  terrible  by  the  glory  of  his  fuccejfes^  may  execute 
what  his  predecefibrs  did  not  dare  to  attempt. 
Henry  the  fourth,  tottered  in  Ifis  feat,  during  his 
whole  reign,  Henry  the  fifth,  drew  the  ftrength  of 
the  kingdom  into  France^  to  carry  on  his  wars 
there,  and  left  the  connnons  at  home,  frotejling^ 
that  the  people  were  not  bound  to  ferve  out  of 
the  realm,” 

It  is  that  a  ftrong  fpirit  of  liberty  fub- 

fifts  at  prelcnt  in  Great-Britain  ;  but  what  reliance 
is  to  be  placed  in  the  temper  of  a  people,  when  the 
prince  is  pofieft  of  an  uncon (litutional  power,  our 
own  hiftory  can  fufficiently  inform  us.  When 
Charles  the  fecond  had  firengtheneddiimfelf,  by  the 
return  of  the  garrifon  of  Tangier^  England  (fays 
‘‘  Rapln)  favv  on  amazing  revolution  \ 

law  herfelf  flripped  of  all  her  rights  and  privile- 
ges,  excepting  luch  as  the  king  fhould  vouchfafe 
to  grant  her:  And  whzt  more  aft onifiloing^  the 
themfelves,  delivered  up  thefe  very  lights 
and  privileges  to  Charles  the  lecond,  which  they 
‘‘  had  fo  pafiftonately^  and  if  I  may  fay  fiarioufiy 
defended]  again (f  the  dcfigns  oi  Charles  the  firlt.” 
This  happened  only  thirty-fix  years  after  his  father 
had  been  beheaded. 

Sorrie  perfqns  are  of  opinion,  thit  libeitv  is  not 
violated  but  by  fuch  open  abts  of  forces  but  they 
leem  to  be  greatly  miltaken.  1  could  mencion  a 
period  within  thele  forty  years,  when  ahr.olt  as  great 

reafon,  that  a  (]uick  rotation  of  minillcrs  is  very  defiraMc  in 
Great-Eritain.  A  minifter  there  has  a  vaft  {lore  of  mateiirls  to 
work  with.  acimiinji rations  are  rather  favour^.ble  re  the*  re¬ 

putation  of  a  peo^)le  abroad,  than  to  their  liber  tv. 

H  4 


a  cha..('e 
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a  change  of  difpofition  was  produced  by  the  fecret 
mealarcs  of  a  long  adminiftration,  as  by  Charles*^ 
violence.  Liberty,  perhaps,  is  never  expofed  to  fo 
much  danger,  as  when  the  people  believe  there  is 
the  leaft  ;  for  it  may  be  fubverted,  and  yet  they  not 
think  fo* 

Public  difgufting  a6ts,  are  feldom  praftifed  by 
the  ambitious,  at  the  beginning  of  iheir  defigns. 
Such  conduft  filences  and  difcourages  the  weak,  the 
feififh,  the  timid,  the  wicked,  who  would  other- 
wife  have  been  their  advocates  or  accomplices.  It  is 
of  greit  confcquence,  to  allow  thofe  who  upon  any 
account  are  inclined  to  favour  them,  fomething  fpe- 
cious  to  fay  in  their  defence.  Their  power  may  be 
fully  cftabliflied,  though  it  would  not  be  fafe  for 
them  to  do  whatever  they  pleafe.  For  there  are 
things,  which  at  fome  time  ,  even  Jlaves  will  not 
bear*  Julius  C^far^  and  Oliver  Cromwell,,  did  not 
dare  to  affume  the  title  of  kir.g.  The  Grand  Seignior^ 
dares  not  lay  a  new  tax;  the  king  of  France  dares 
not  be  a  proteftant.  Certain  popular  points,  may 
be  left  untouched,  and  yet  freedom  be  extinguifhed. 
The  commonalty  of  Venice,,  imagine  themfelves 
free,  becaufe  they  are  permitted  to  do,  what  they 
ought  not;  but  I  quit  a  fubjeft,  that  would  lead 
me  too  far  from  my  purpofe. 

By  the  late  aft  of  parliament,  taxes  are  to  be  le- 
vied'upon  us,  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the  ad- 
mimjlration  of  jujiice — thefupportof  civil  govern- 
ment,,—-^c\d  the  expences  of  defending  his  Ma- 
jefty ’s  dominions  in  ylmericaP 

If  any  man  doubts  what  ought  to  be  the  conduft 
of  thefe  colonies  on  this  occafion,  I  w^ould  afle  him 
thefe  queftions. 

Has 


(  ) 

t 

Has  not  the  parliament  exprefsly  avowed  their 
Intention  of  raifing  money  from  us  for  certaint 
!>URPOSES?  Is  not  this  fcheme  popular  in  Greats 
Britain?  Will  the  taxes  impofed  by  the  late  ad:, 
avfwer  thofe  purpofes?  If  it  will,  miift  it  not  take 
an  imrnenfe  fum  from  us  ?  If  it  will  not,  is  it  to  be 
expebfed^  that  the  parliament  will  not  fully  execute 
their  intention,  when  it  is  pleafing  at  ho"  and 
not  oppofed  here?  Muft  not  this  be  done  by  impofing 
NEW  TAXES?  Will  not  every  addition  thus  made 
to  our  taxes,  be  an  addition  to  the  pow^r  of  the 
Britijh  legiflature,  by  increafing  the  number  of  officers 
employed  in  thecolledion?  Will  not  every  additional 
tax  therefore  render  it  more  difficult  to  abrogate  any 
of  them  ?  When  a  branch  ot  revenue  is  once  eftab- 
liflied,  does  it  not  appear  to  many  people  invidious 
and  undutifuU  to  attempt  to  abolilh  it?  If  taxes 
fufficient  to  accomplifh  the  intention  of  the  par¬ 
liament,  are  impofed  by  the  parliament,  zvhat  taxes 
will  remain  to  be  impoied  by  our  affemblies  ?  It  no 
material  taxes  remain  to  be  impofed  bv  them,  wmat 
muft  become  of  them,  and  the  people  they  repre- 
fent? 

^  If  any  perfon  confiders  thefe  things,  and  yet 
“  thinks  our  liberties  are  in  no  danger,  I  wonder  at 

that  perfon’ s  fecurity.” 

One  other  argument  is  to  be  added,  which  by  it- 
felf,  I  hope,  will  be  fufficient  to  convince  the  moft: 
incredulous  man  on  this  continent,  that  the  late  ad: 
of  parliament,  is  only  defigned  to  be  a  precedent, 
,  whereon  the  future  valTalage  of  thefe  colonies  may 
be  eftabliflied. 

Every  duty  thereby  laid  on  articles  of  Britijh  ma- 
liufadure,  is  laid  on  fome  commodity,  upon  the 

Demojihenes"^  2d  Philippic, 

expor- 


i 


I 
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exportation  of  which  from  Greal-Brilnin,  a  draw- 
hack  is  payable.  The  drawbacks  in  moft  of  the  ar¬ 
ticles  are  exablly  double  to  the  duties  given  by  the  late 
att.  The  parliament  therefore  might  in 
zen  lines  have  raifed  much  more  money  only  by 
fioppbig  the  drawback:  in  the  hands  of  the  officers 
at  home,  on  exportation  to  theie  colonies,  than  by 
this  folemn  impofition  of  taxes  upon  us,  to  be  col- 
ledted  here.  Probably,  the  artful  contrivers  of  this 
adt  formed  it  in  this  manner,  in  order  to  referve  to 
themfeives,  in  cafe  of  any  objedlions  being  made  to 

it,  this  fpecious  pretence - “  That  the  drawbacks 

are  ''"gifts  to  the  c  lonies ;  and  that  the  late  ad 
“  only  leffens  thole  gifts.”  But  the  truth  is,  that' 
the  drawbacks  are  intended  for  the  encouragement 
and  promotion  of  Britijh  manufadures  and  com- 
nierc' ,  and  are  allowed  on  exportation  to  any  foreign 
parts,  as  well  as  on  exportation  to  thefe  provinces. 
Bedues,  care  has  been  taken  to  Aide  into  the  ad  *, 
fome  articles  on  which  there  are  no  drawbacks. 
Hoai  ver,  the  whole  duties  laid  by  the  late  ad  on 
all  the  articles  therein  fpecified,  are  fo  fmall,  that 
they  will  not  amount  to  as  much  as  the  d'^awbacks 
■which  are  allowed  on  part  of  them  only.  If,  there¬ 
fore,  the  fum  to  be  obtained  by  the  late  act,  had  been 
the  foie  objeSi  in  forming  it,  there  wmuld  not  have 
been  any  occafmn  for  the  “  commons  of  Greal-Bri- 
“  tain  io  give  and  grant  to  his  Majefty 
“  and  duties  for  raifing  a  revenue  in  his  Majefty’s 
“  dominions  in  America,  for  making  a  more  cer- 
“  tain  and  adequate  provifion  for  defraying  the 
“  charge  of  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  the  fup- 
“  port  of  civil  government,  and  the  expences  of 


*  Though  duties  by  the  late  are  laid  on  fome  articles,  on 
which  no  drawbacks  are  allowed,  yet  the  duties  impofed  by  the 
aft  are  fo  final],  in  comparifon  with  the  drawbacks  that  are  al¬ 
lowed,  that  all  the  duties  together  will  not  amount  to  fo  much  as 
the  drawbacks.  ^  , 

‘‘  derend- 


# 
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defending  the  faid  dominions.’’-- — Nor  would 
there  have  been  any  occafion  for  an  ^  expenfive 
board  of  commiffioners,  and  all  the  other  new 
charges  to  which  we  are  made  liable. 

Upon  the  whole,  for  my  parr,  I  regard  the  late 

aft  as  an  experiment  made  of  our  difpofition,  Jt  is  a 

bird  fent  over  the  waters,  to  difcover,  whether 

the  waves,  that  lately  agitated  this  part  of  the  world 
with  fo  much  violence,  are  yet  Jub/ided,  If  this 
adventurer  gets  footing  here,  we  (ha!!  quickly  be 
convinced,  that  it  is  not  a  Phcenix  ;  for  we  fhall 
focn  fee  it  followed  by  ethers  of  the  fame  kind.  We 
fi:iall  find  it  rather  to  be  of  the  f  breed  deferibed 
by  the  poet - - 

Infelix  vatesd^ 

A  direful  loreceller  of  future  calamities. 


A  FARMER. 


*  The  expcnce  of  this  board  I  am  informed  is  between  four 
and  five  thoiifand  pounds  fterling  a  year.  Tlie  cftablilhment  of 
officers  for  colleding  the  revenue  in  America  amounted  before, 
to  f,  7600 per  annum  ;  and  yet  fays  tlic  author  of  “  the  reg  jia- 
tion  of  the  colonies,”  “  the  whole  rcmirrance  from  all  the 
“  taxes  in  the  colonies  at  an  average  of  thirty  years  has  not 
amounted  to  p.  1900  a  year,  aud  in  rhat  ftun.  p.  700  or 
“  f  800  only,  have  been  remitted  from  North-America.'* 

.  'The  fmnllncfs  of  the  revenue  arifing  from  the  duties  in 
America^  demonilrates  that  they  were  intended  only  as  Rt- 
GULATiONs  OF  TRADE*.  And  Can  any  petfon  be  fo  blind  to 
truth,  fo  dull  of  apprehenfion  in  a  matter  of  unfpcakable  im¬ 
portance  to  his  country,  as  to  imagine  that  the  board  of  com- 
miffioners  late  elfabliflied  a/ fuch a  charge^  is  inllituted  to  alflf  in 
coiledluig  l-  1900  a  year,  or  the  trifling  duties  impofed  by  the 
late  aft  r  -bureiy  every  man  on  this  continent  muff  perceive, 
that  they  are  ellabliihed  for  the  care  of  a  new  system  of  he- 
VENo  E,  which  is  but  now  begun, 

t  “  Dir  a  CecUno;^  fAc,  Virg.  JEneid  3, 


LETTER  Xn. 


My  dear  Countrymen, 

SOME  ftates  have  loft  their  liberty  by  parlicti- 
_  lar  accidents:  bur  this  calamity  is  generally 
owing  to.  the  decay  of  virtue.  A  people  is  travelling 
faft  to  detlrucftion,  when  individuals  conTider  their 
inteiefts  as  diftindb  from  thofe  of  the  public.  Such 
Xiotions  a' e fital  to  their  country,  and  to  themfeives. 

Yet  how  many  are  there,  io  weak  and  fordid  as 
to  think  they  perform  all  the  c£ices  of  life,  if  they 
carneilly  endeavour  to  encreafe  their  own  wealth, 
fewer,  and  credit,  without  the  leaft  regard  for  the 
fociety,  under  the  proteftion  of  which  they  livej 
who,  if  they  can  make  an  immediate  profit  to  them¬ 
feives,  by  lending  their  aftiftance  to  tliofe,  whofe 
proieds  plainly  tend  to  the  injury  of  their  country, 
rejoice  in  their  dexterity,  and  believe  themfeives  en¬ 
titled  to  the  charaffer  of  able  politicians.  Mifcia- 
hle  men!  Of  whom  it  is  hard  to  fay,  whether  they 
ought  to  be  moft  the  objefts  of  pity  or  contempt :  But 
whore  opinions  are  certainly  as  dctejiable,  as  their 
piactices  are  deflrublive. 


on 


Though  I  always  reBecft,  with  a  high  pleafure, 

t'  e  iiTtem  ity  and  underftanding  of  my  country- 
°  •  n>en, 
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men,  which,  joined  with  a  pure  and  humble  devo^- 
tion  to  the  great  and  gracious  author  of  every  blei- 
fing  they  enjoy,  will,  I  hope,  enlure  to  them,  and 
their  pofterity,  all  temporal  and  eternal  happinefs; 
yet  when  I  confider,  that  in  every  age  and  country 
there  have  been  bad  men,  my  heart  at  this  threat- 
enino*  period,  is  fo  full  of  apprehenfion,  as  not  to 
pernTic  me  to  believe,  but  that  there  may  be  fome 
on  this  continent,  ogainji  whom  you  ought  to  he  upon 
youT  g'i^cird — —Men,  who  either^  hold,  or  expe 

*  It  is  not  intended  by  tbefe  words  to  throw  any  refleaions 
upon  gentlemen,  becaufe  they  are  polleffed  ot  offices  for  many 
of  them  are  certainly  men  oF  virtue,  and  lovers  of  their  country. 
But  fuppofed  obligalions  of  gratitude  and  honour,  may  induce 
them  to  be  filenr.  Whether  thefe  obliga- ions  iobevtg^dxd- 

ed  or  not,  is  not  fo  much  to  be  conlideied  by  others  the 
iudgment  they  form  of  thefe  gentlemen,  as  whether  they  think 
ihev  ought  to  be  regaided.  Perhaps,  therefore,  we  (hall  act  in 
the  propel  ell  manner  to  wards  them,  if  we  neitner  reproach  uor 
imitate  them.  The  peifons  meant  in  this  letter  are  ba/e  Jpi- 
ritedn^vrctches,  who  may  endeavour  to  difiinguijh  themjebves,  by 
their  fordid  zeal,  in  defending  and  promoting  mealures,  whicli 
they  kno^,  beyond  all  quefiion,  \o  be  deftruaive  to  the  juft  rights 
and  true  interefts  of  their  country.  It  is  fcarcely  po.iible  to 
fpeak  of  the/e  men  with  anv  degree  of  patie?tce,  h  is  fcarcely 
poffible  to  fpeak  ot  them  with  any  degree  of  propriety.^  For  no 
words  can  truly  deferibe  their  guilt  and  memweft,  but  everv 
honed  man,  on  their  being  mentioned,  will  feel  what  cannot  be 
exprejjed.  If  their  vvickednofs  did  not  b  ind  them,  they  mighty 
perceive,  along  the  coall  of  ihele  colonies,  many  ffieletons  ot 
wretched  ambition  ;  who,  alter  difti?tguiftytng  themjel'USSf  in  fup- 
port  of  the  ftamp-aa,  by  a  courageous  contempt  ot  their  coun¬ 
try  and  of  judice,  iiave  been  left  to  linger  cut  their  mdcrablc 
cxidence,  without  a  government,  colleClorfhip,  fecrctarvlhip, 
or  any  other  cornmiffion  to  confole  them,  as  nojtll  as  zt  could,  for 

lofs  of  virtue  and  reputation - while  numberleis  offices 

have  been  bellowed  in  thefe  colonies  on  people  from  Grcat-fri- 
tain,  and  new  ones  are  coniinually  invented  to  be  thus  bellowed. 
Asa  fc'VJ  great  prizes  are  put  into  a  lottery  to  i  lmpt  muliitudLS 
tolofc,  io  here  Alia  there  an /imsrican  been  railed  to  a  good 

poit -  ^  ^ 

Apparenr  rari  nantes  in  gtirgite  vatlo.” 

Idlt.  Qreri^vilki  indeev',  in  Older  to  recoinnicai  ftatnp-aa, 

hud 


to  hold  certain  advantages,  by  fettlng  examples  of 

fervility  to  theircountryrnen. - Men,  who  trained 

CO  the  employment,  or  felf-taught  by  a  natural  ver- 
fatility  of  genius,  ferve  as  decoys  for  drawing  the 
innocent  and  unwary  into  fnares.  It  is  not  to  be 
doubted  but  that  ^Jich  men  will  diligently  beftir 
themfclves  on  this  and  every  like  occafion,  to  fpread 
the  infedtion  of  their  meannefs  as  far  as  they  can. 
On  the  plans  they  have  adopted,  this  is  their  courfe. 
^his  is  the  method  to  recommend  themfelves  to 
patrons.  They  adt  confiftently,  in  a  bad  caufe. 
They  run  well,  in  a  mean  race. 


From  them  we  fliall  learn,  how  pleafant  and  pro¬ 
fitable  a  thing  it  is,  to  be  for  our  submissive  be¬ 
haviour  ^veU  fipoken  of  at  St.  James\^  or  St.  Ste- 
phen\  \  at  Guildhall^  or  the  Royal  Exchange.  Spe¬ 
cious  fallacies  will  be  dreft  up  with  all  the  arts  of 
deiufion,  to  perfuade  one  colony  to  dijlingui/h  her- 
f elf  from  another.^  by  unbecoming  condefcenfions, 


had  the  nnequalled  oenerofity  to  pour  down  a  golden  fhower  of 
cffices  upon  Americans  ;  and  yet  thefe  ungrateful  colonies  did 
not  thank  Mr.  GrenAlIe  for  (hewing  his  kindnefs  to  their 
countrymen,  nor  iheiti  tor  accepting  it.  Ilovv  ntuft  that  great' 
Kaiefman  have  been  furprifed  to  find,  that  the  unpolifhed  colo  ¬ 
nies  could  not  be  reconciled  to  infamy  — -  by  treachery  ?  Such  a 
dilpofuion  towards  us  never  appeared  in  any  minifter 
before  hinf!,  and  probably  never  will  appear  again.  For  it  is 
eAdent  that  fuch  a  fyflem  of  folicy  is  to  be  eflabliflied  on  this 
continent,  as,  in  a  lliort  time,  is  to  render  it  utterly  unneceffary 
to  ufc  the.  leak  art  in  order  to  conciliate  our  approbation  of  any 
meafurcs.  Some  of  our  countrymen  may  be  employed  to  fx 
chains  upon  ns;  but  will  never  be  permitted  to  hold  them 
afterwards.  So  th?tt  the  utmofl  that  any  of  them  can  expe^i,  is 
only  a  lc?nporary  pro’vifion,  that  7nay  expire  in  their  own  time  » 
but  which,  they  may  be  affured,  will  preclude  their  children 
from  having  any  conhderation  paid  to  ihe7n.  i  he  natives  or 
America  will  link  Into  total  neoi,f.ct  and  contempt,  the  mo¬ 
ment  that  their  coufiiry  lofcs  the  conftitutional po^wers  llie  now  pof- 
fe/les.  Moli  fincerciy  do  i  wiili  and  pray,  tnat  every  one  of  us 

may  be  convinced  of  this  great  truth - that  indufry  and 

grity  are  the  “paths  of  picafautnek,”  which  lead  to  happmeis. 
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whkb  will  ferve  the  ambitious  purpofes  of  great  fnen  at 
home,  and  therefore  will  be  thought  by  them  to  en¬ 
title  their  ajfjiants  in  obtaining  them  to  confiderable 
rewards. 

Our  fears  will  be  excited.  Our  hopes  will  be 
awakened.  It  will  be  infinuated  to  us,  with  a 
plaufible  affe6lation  of  wifdo?n  and  concern^  how 
prudent  it  is  to  pleafe  the  powerful — how  dangerous 
to  provoke  them — and  then  comes  in  the  perpetual 
incantation  that  freezes  up  every  generous  purpoie 
of  the  foul  in  cold,  inactive  expectation — that  if 
there  is  any  requeft  to  be  made,  compliance  will  ob¬ 
tain  a  favourable  attention/’ 

Our  vigilance  and  our  union  are  fuccefs  and  fafe'yl 
Our  negligence  and  our  divifion  are  dijlrefs  and  death. 

They  are  worfe - they  are  fhame  and  Jlavery. 

Let  us  equally  fliun  the  benumbing  ilillnels  of  over- 
weening Jlcth^  and  thefeveridi  adivityof  that  ill-in¬ 
formed  zeal^  which  bufies  itfelf  in  maintaining  little^ 
mean  and  narrow  opinions.  Let  us,  with  a  truly 
wife  generofity  and  ckar:t\\  baniln  and  difcourage  all 
illiberal  difiin^ions^  wuhich  may  arife  from  differences 
iVifituation^  fovms  of  government^  or  modes  oi  reli¬ 
gion.  Let  us  confidcr  ourfelves  as  mek — freemen- 
— CHRISTIAN  FREEMEN —  Jcparated frorU  the  reji 
of  the  werd^  and  firmly  bound  together  by  the  fa7ne 
rights^  interejls  and  dangers.  Let  thefe  keep  our  at¬ 
tention  inflexibly  fixed  on  the  great  objects, 
which  we  mult  continually  regard,  in  order  to 
preferve  thofe  rights^  to  promote  tbofc  interejls^  and  to 
avert  thofe  dajigers. 

Let  thefe  truths  be  indelibly  im prefled  on  our 
minds — that  we  cannot  be  HAPm%  without  being 
FREE—. that  we  cannot  be  free,  without  being  fecure 
hi  our  property-— we  cannot  be  fecure  in  our 

property, 
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property,  tf,  'without  our  confent,  others  may,  as  hy 
right,  take  it  away—~x.\\d^x.  taxes  impofed  on  us  by  par¬ 
liament,  do  thus  take  it  away— -that  duties  laid  for 
the  foie  piirpofe  of  raijing  money,  are  taxes— -that  at¬ 
tempts  to  lay  fuch  duties  fhould  be  inftantly  and 
firmly  oppofed—tha.t  this  oppofition  can  never  be  et- 
feftu-il,  unlefs  it  is  the  united  effort  of  the fe province s— 
that  therefore  benevolence  of  temper  towards^  each 
other,  and  unanimity  of  counfels,  are  eflential  to 
the  welfare  ot  the  whole— and  laftly,  that  for  this 
realon,  every  man  amongft  us,  who  in  any  manner 
would  emourage  txshtx  diffenfion,  diffidence,  or  in¬ 
difference,  between  thel'e  colonies,  is  an  enemy  lo 
bimfelf,  and  to  his  country. 

The  belief  of  thefe  truths,  I  verily  think,  my 
countrymen,  is  indifpenfably  necelfary  to  your  hap- 
pinefs.  I  beleech  you,  therefore,  teach  them 
diligently  unto  your  children,  and  talk  of  them  when 
you  fit  in  your  houfes,  and  when  you  walk  by  the 
way,  and  when  you  He  down,  and  when  you  rile 


What  have  thefe  colonies  to  afk,  while  they  con- 
tinue  free  ?  Or  what  have  they  to  dread,  but  infi- 
dious  attempts  to  fubverc  their  freedom?  ‘Iheit  i 

profperiiy  does  no:  depend  on  miniflerial favours  doled 
out  to  provinces.  "They  form  cae  politi- 

cal  body,  of  each  coXonf  \s  z  member .  Their  : 

happinefs  is  founded  on  their  conjlitution',  and  is  to 
be  promoted,  by  preferving  that  conllitut  on  in  un¬ 
abated  vigour,  throughout  every  part.  A  fpot,_  a 
fpeck  of  decay,  however  linall  the  limb  on  which 
it  appears,  and  however  remote  it  may  feem  from 
the  vitals,  fhould  be  alarming.  We  have  all  the 
rights  requifitefor  our  profperity.  The  legal  au- 
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mVvof  Great-Brilain  may  indeed  lay  hard  re- 
jiftions  upon  us ;  but,  like  iht  ip-zr^ot  yiephus, 
will  cure  as  well  as  wound.  Her  unkindnefs  will 
iRrua  and  compel  us,  aRer  Tome  time,  to  difo)- 
^r,  in  our  miuflry‘’dnd  frugally,  furpnung  reme- 

_ if  our  rights  conlinue  unviolatcd  :  tor  as  *ong 

'^\htprcdulfs  of  our  labour,  and  the  rcfvards  ot  our 
ure,  can  properly  he  called  ow^  own,  io  long  vvill  it 
te  worth  our  while  to  be  indujirious  znd  frugal. 
Sue  if  when  wc  p!o\V“-  low— reap— -gathcr---and 
.irern—'We  find,  that  we  plow— -fow—- reap-— ga- 
j^^f-.-and  for  oihe^'s,  whole  PJ^lZASURId.  is 

o  be  the  SOLE  LIMITAl'lON  how  much  they 
laall  take,  and  bow  much  th  y  Hiall  leave,  why 
aiould  we  repeat  the  unprofitable  toil?  Horfes^  and 
•>xcn  are  content  with  portion  of  the  f- nils  of 
Mr  work,  which  their  owners  afiign  :o  the  n,  in  or¬ 
der  to  keep  them  ftrong  enough  to  raife  fuccefiive 
crops ;  bur  even  thefe  beafts  will  noflubmit  ro  draw 
vcor  thtir  imafters,  until  tuey  are  Jiibdiied  with  whips 
and Let  us  take  care  of  our  righes,  and  w^e 
rtherein  \2L\^t  ol  nur  property .  *  SLAVERY 

3S  EVER  PRECEDED  BY  SLEEP.’’  IndM 
triuals  may  be  defendant  on  minifters,  if  they  pleaL. 
^-States  should  sc  uin  it  •, — and  ii  y~ti  are  not 
'wanting  10  yourjdve's,  you  w.il  have  ?i  proper  regU'd 
■paid  jT/ by  thofe,  to  w'hom  if  y  u  ar.’  not  leJpeLla- 

hie,  you  will  inia  libly  be  contcnipt:bIe.  But - 'd  we 

-hcive  already  forgot  ihe  rcafons  tiiat  lu  ged  us,  with 
unexamfiltd  unanimity,  to  exeit  ourleives  two  years 

ago _ if  our  7eal  f  .-r  the  public  good  is  wjorn  out  be- 

lore  tlie  hou' cjpun  cloaths  vvliicji  u  ca ufed  U:?  to  have 


rnacie 


if  OUT  r  folutions  are  jo  faint ^  as  by  our 
prefeiit  conciubl  to  cendeynn  ou.'  own  la  ^  futcefsfui  t  x- 

aQ-,pj^u - if  u'e  are  not  nffelded  by  any  reverence  for 

the  metmoiy  of  cur  anceilor?,  who  r  ran  I  mitred  to^ 
us  tliat  frte.!oru  in  which  they  had  been  bleft - if 
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•li'e  are  not  animated  by  any  regard  for  pofteritv  to 
whom,  by  the  mod  facred  obligations,  we ’are 
bound  to  deliver  down  the  invaluable  inheritance— 
Then,  indeed,  any  minifter—or  zny  tooled  ami- 
iiider— or  any  creature  ei  a  tool  of  a  minider— or 
any  lower  *  inftrument  of  adminiftr alien,  if  lower 

there  be,  is  a  perfonage  whom  it  may  be  dangerous 
to  odend. 

I  fliall 


#  <e 


infirumenta  regnP  Tacitus's  An.  b.  xii.  §.  66.  If  any 
pcTlon  Infill  imagine  chat  he  ditcovers  in  thefe  letters  the  leal! 
dilalFeaion  towards  our  mol!  excellent  fovereign,  and  the  par¬ 
liament  of  Grcat-Britain  ;  or  the  leal!  diflike  of  the  dependence 
of  thele  colonies  on  that  kingdom,  I  beg  that  fuch  perfon  will 
not  form  anyjudgment  on  particular  exprejlons^  but  will  confider 
the  tenoiir  of  all  the  letters  taken  together.  Jn  that  cafe,  1  flatter 
mylch  that  every  unprejudiced  reader  will  be  convinced,  that  the 
true  intereks  of  Great-Bntain  are  as  dear  to  me  as  they  ouoht 
to  be  to  every  good  fubjed.  ^ 

If  I  am  an  enthufiaft  in  any  thing,  it  is  in  my  zeal  for  the per^ 
petual dependance  of  thefe  colonies  on  their  mother  country,—— 
A  dependance  founded  on  mutual  benefts^  the  continuance  of 
which  can  be  fecured  only  by  stiutual  ajedions.  Therefore  it  is, 
that  with  extreme  apprehcnfion  I  view  the  fmalleft  feeds  of  dif* 
content, ^  which  are  unwa-il/  fcattered  abroad,  Fftf  or  fxty 
years  will  make  aflonifiring  alterations  in  thefe  colonies ;  and 
this  confideration  Hiould  rem  Jer  it  the  burmefs  of  Great-Britain 
more  and  more  to  cultivate  our  good  difpofitions  towards  her : 
but  the  misfo^tune  is,  that  ihofe great  men,  who  are  wrellling  for 
power  at  home,  think  the.iiielves  very  /lightly  interelted  in  the 
piofpcrity  of  their  country  fify  or  fxty  years  hence;  but  are 
deeply  concerned  m  blowing  up  a  popular  clamour  ior  fuppofed 
z  mined  late  ad'uanta^es . 

For  my  past,  I  regard  Great-Britain  as  a  hulixark  happily 
fi'ted  oetween  thele  co.onies  and  tne  powerful  naoon  of  Burope , 
"i’hat  kingdom  is  our  advanced  p  ill  or  fortification,  nvhich  re¬ 
maining  fefe,  we  under  its  protedion  enjoying  peace,  may  dif- 
fuie  me  oieaings  of  /engion,  fciencc,  and  liberty,  through  re¬ 
mote  vvlderirof’s,  ft  is,  therefore,  inconrellibly  our  duty  and 
our  Jnteref  to  fupporc  the  llrength  of  Great-Britain.  Wdier, 
conhding  m  that  ftrength,  (he  begins  to  forcet  fiom  whence  it 
arofe,  it  wiii  be  an  eafy  th  ng  to  Hiew  the  fourcc.  v^  hemay  rea¬ 
dily  be  reminded  of  the  loud  alarm  fpread  among  licr  merchants 
and  'l  ad-  fmcn,  by  the  univcrfil  alTjciation  of  thefe  cokmies,  at 
the  rime  of  the f amp-ad ,  not  to  imoorc  anv  c'f  her  manu- 
FACTUhLEs.  In  tile  yea  17  i  8,  the  Ruflans  and  S^.ecdcs  Mitered 
'--to  an  a^/reement,  not  to  fuder  Great-Britain  to  export  any 
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,  I  Hiall  be  extremely  ferry,  if  any  man  miflakes 
my  meaning  in  any  thing  1  have  hiid.  Officers 
employed  by  the  crown,  are,  while  according  to  the 
laws  they  condudl  themfelves,  incitled  to  legal  obe¬ 
dience,  and  fincere  refpedt.  Thefe  it  is  a  doty  to 
render  them;  and  thefe  no  go  ;d  or  prude  it  perfm 
Vv’ill  withhold.  But  when  the'e  officers,  thro’  raffi- 
nefs  or  defign,  endeavour  to  enlar-ge*  their  authority 
beyond  its  due  limits,  and  expeft  improper  concef- 
fions  to  be  made  to  them,  from  regard  for  the  em¬ 
ployments  they  bear,  their  attenipts  ffioulo’  be  con- 
hdered  as  equal  injuries  to  the  crown  and  pe'  pie, 
nd  fnould  be  courageoudy  and  conftantly  oppof  d. 
To  luffim  our  ideas  to  be  confounded  by  mmes  on 
fuch  occafions,  would  certainly  he  an  inexcujahle 
U'eaknefs^  and  probably  an  irremediable  error. 

YvT  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  fevcral  of  his 
Majefty’s  prefent  mirilhers  are  good  men,  and 
friends  to  our  country  ;  and  it  feems  not  unlikely, 
that  by  a  particular  concurrence  of  events,  we  have 
been  treated  a  little  more  feverely  than  they  widicd 
we  fliould  be.  ^hey  might  not  think  it  prudeiu  to 

NAVAL  STORES  from  their  dominions  hut  in  or  Sn.vcdifl? 

fhips,  and  at  their  own  prices.  Great-Briiain  was  diilrelb 
Pitch  and  tar  rofe  to  three  pounds  a  barret.  At  length  ihe 
thought  of  getting  thele  arucles  trom  the  colonies  ;  and  the  at¬ 
tempt  fucceedlrg,  they  fell  down  to  fijtcen  JJoillings .  ]n  the 
year  1756,  Great-Britain  was  threatened  with  an  tnvafion.  An 
I  eaflerly  wind  blowing  for  fix  weeks,  fiie  could  not  ma\  her 
fleet ;  and  the  whole  nation  was  throvvn  into  the  utmofi  conficr- 
nation.  J  he  wind  changed.  d'he  American  fhips  anived. 
The  fleet  failed  in  ten  or  fifteen  days,  'i  here  are  fome  other 
refleaions  on  this  fubjed  worthy  of  ihemoft  deliberate  attention 
of  the  BritiJJs  parliament;  but  they  a-e  of  fiich  a  nature  that  I 
do  not  chule  to  mention  them  publicly.  1  thought  I  di  charged 
».my  duty  to  my  country,  by  taking  the  liberty,  in  Mie  year 
17^5*  ^vhile  the JI amp  aB  was  in  fnfpencc,  of  writing  my  fenti- 
,ments  to  a  man  ot  the  greateft  innuence  at  home,  ‘who  after- 
rwards  difimgnilhed  himfelf  by  erpoufing  our  caufc,  in  the  de- 
ibatcs  concerning  the  repeal  of  tl.at  aii, 
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fiem  a  torrent.  But  what  is  the  difference  to  w, 
whether  arbitrary  ads  take  their  rife  from  mini- 
fters,  or  are  permitted  by  them  ?  Ought  any  pent 
to  be  allowed  to  a  good  minilter,  that  fhould  be 
denied  to  a  bad  one  ?  The  mortality  of  miniflers,  is 
a  very  frail  mortality.  *  *  *  may  fucceed  a 
Shelburne - a  *  *  '*  may  fucceed  a  Conway. 

We  find  a  new  kind  of  minifter  lately  fpoken  of 

at  home - “  T he  minister  of  the  house  of 

COMMONS.”  The  term  feerns  to  have  peculiar  pro¬ 
priety  when  relerred  to  thefe  colonies,  with  a  diffe¬ 
rent  weaning  annexed  to  it,  from  that  in  which  it  is 
taken  there.  By  the  wo:d  “  minifter,”  we  may 
underftand  not  only  a  fervant  of  the  crown.,  but  a 
7nan  of  influence  among  the  commons,  who  regard 
themfclves  as  having  a  ffare  in  the  fovereignty  ox-er 
us.  The  “  minifter  of  the  houfe”  may,  in  a  point 
refpeding  the  colonies,  be  lo  ftrong,  that  the  mini¬ 
fter  of  the  crown  tKthe  houfe,  if  he  is  a  diftind  per- 
fon,  may  not  chufe,  even  where  his  fentiments  are 
favorable  to  us,  to  come  to  a  pitched  battle  upon 
our  account.  For  tho’  I  have  the  higheft  opinion 
of  the  deference  of  the  houfe  for  the  King’s  mini¬ 
fter,  yet  he  may  be  lo  good  nitured,  as  nor  to  put 
it  to  the  left,  except  it  be  for  the  mere  and  imme¬ 
diate  profit  of  his  mafter  or  himfelf. 

But  whatever  kind  of  minifter  he  is,  that  at¬ 
tempts  to  innovate  a  fingle  iota  in  the  privileges  of 
thefe  colonies,  him  I  hope  you  will  undauntedly  op- 
fofe  •,  and  that  you  vvili  never  fuffer  yourfelves  to 
be  either  cheated  or  frightened  into  any  uowortny  ob- 
fe^uioujnefs.  On  fuch  emergencies  you  may  iurel^ 
without  prefumption,  believe  that  ALMIGHTY 


‘‘  Ubi  imperium  ad  ignaros 
njum  illud  exnnplian,  ab  d ignis 
idoneos  transfertur," 


aut  minus  bonos  pervenit;  no- 
el  idoucis,  ad  indi^nos  et  non 
Sail,  Bell,  Cat.  f.  50. 
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GOD  hirr.felf  will  look  down  upon  your  righteous 
conteft  v/irh  gracious  approbation.  You  will  be  a 
‘‘  band  of  brothers cemented  by  the  deareft  ties, 
►  ---and  ftrengthened  with  inconceivable  rup[)lies  of 
force  and  conftaiicy,  by  that  fympathetic  ardour, 
which  animates  gO(  d  men,  confederated  in  a  good 
caufe.  Your  honour  and  welfare  will  be,  as  they  novv 

are,  moft  intimately  conrerned  •,  and  befi  ies - - 

you  are  ajfigned  by  divine  providence^  in  the  appointed 
order  of  things,  the  protediors  of  unborn  ages^  whofe 
depends  upon  your  virtue,  Wliethei  they  fliall 
arife  tht  generous  and  indlfpu table  heirs  of  the  richelt 
patrimonies,  or  the  dajiardly  and  hereditary  drudges 
of  imperious  tafk-mallers,  you  must  determine. 

To  difeharge  this  double  duty  to  yourfelvos,,  and 
to  your  pojlerity,  you  have  nothing  to  do,  but  to 
call  forth  into  ufe  th.e  good  fen fe  and  fpiril  of  which 
you  are  polTcfTed.  You  have  nothing  to  do,  but  to 

conduft  your  peaceably - prudently - -firmly 

. -fointly.  By  t  be  fe  means  you  will  lupport  the 

charadter  of  freemen^  without  lofing  that  of  faith¬ 
ful  fubj  eSls a  good' charafler  in  any  governinrnt 

- one  of  the  belt  under  a  Brilipj  government — 

You  will  prove,  that  Americans  have  diac  true 
Jianimity  of  foul,  that  can  refeut  i  ijurits,  without 
falling  into  rage  ;  and  that  though  your  devotion  to 
Great- h'rilain  is  the  mofi:  afleclionare,  yet  you  can 
make  proper  d  i stinc  i  ions,  and  know  what  you 

owe  loyourjehes,  as  well  as  to  her . You  will,  at 

the  fame  time  that  you  advance  your  inlerejlsy  ad- 
vance  your  reputation-  Will  convince  the 

world  of  i\\^ju!li<  e  rf  ynpr  demands^  and  the  purity 
oj  your  intent i.u ns,  —  vViuie  all  inankiud  muii  v»ith 
unceafing  appliTcs  confels,  ti^at  you  indeed  de¬ 
serve  liberty,  who  fo  well  under fl and  it fo  pajjion- 
alely  love  it,  lb  temperately  enjoy  it,  and  fo  wifely,, 

bravely^ 
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!K  If!  li  fill  II  till  1)11  fill 


(  il8  ) 

hravely^  and  znrtUQitJly  aJJerL  maintain^  and  defend 
it, 

% 

Certe  ego  lihertatem^  qu^  mibi  a  pnrente  meo 
tradiia  ejf  e'xperiar\  voum  id  fruflr a  an  oh 
remfaciam^  invejlra  manu  fitum  ejt^  quiritesd^ 

For  rny  part^  I  am  refolved  flrenuouny  to  contend 
for  the  liberty  delivered  down  to  me  by  my 
ancefters ;  but  v/hethcr  I  fliall  do  it  efFedlually 
or  not,  depends  on  you,  my  countrymen. 

• 

How  little  foever  one  is  able  to  write,  yet 
when  the  liberties  of  one’s  country  are  threat¬ 
ened,  it  is  ilii!  more  difiicult  to  be  filent.” 

A  F  A  Pv  M  E  R. 


Is  there  not  the  preatefl  reafon  to  hope,  if  the 
iinivcrtal  fenfe  of  ihefe  colonics  is  immediarely  ex- 
preit  by  resolves  of  the  allemblies,  in  fupperc 
of  their  rig:  ts,  by  instructions  to  their  agents 
on  the  fubjccr,  :ii.d  by  petitions  to  the  crown  and 
parhamer.t  for  redrels,  that  thofe  meafures  will  have 
the  fame  forcers  n(>w,  that  they  had  in  the  time  of 
th.e  fiCunp-aL^.  ?  D* 
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